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REMARKS. 


UPON A 


Lare APOLOGY VW 


FOR THE: 

Presbyterians in Scotland, 

Who keep CommuNTOoN in the OR“ 
DINANCES. Of the GospEL with 
Mr. GEORGE. WHITEFIELD, 
a PRIEST of the Church of Engiand.” 

SHEWING, 
That ſuch a Practice is not juſtifiable by the Prins 


ciples and Practice of the Church of Scotland, 
from the Reformation to this Day, nor by the 


Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, Solemn Sg 


and Covenant, 


In wu i e n, | 
Mr. WarTEriELD's Religion, Orthodoxy, and moral 


Character, are ſet in a proper Light, by Collections | 


from his own ne Perf; 
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Am greatly obliged to you, for your Care in ſen- 
| 1 ding me ſuch Pamphlets as come out now and 
then, relative to Matters in Agitation among you; 
incline not you ſhould be at the Charge of 
them; bur, fince you have been ſo kind, tho' I 
am not fond tb write Miſſives concerning the. 
Things, you lay me under Obligations a little to an- 
ſwer your Demands. At this Time, I ſhall, and 
mult confine myſelf to the Apology for the Hearers of 
Mr. Whitefield. It were not, in my Opinion, a difficult 
Taſk to anſwer. it co ſome good Purpoie, and to detect 
all the Author's wliftakes ; but this I am not to pretend 
to do; I wiſh it were done by them who have more A- 
bility and Leiſure than I have: But, as a thankful 
Gratification to you, I ſhall offer to your Conlidera- 

tion ſome Remarks upon it. | | 
I expected the Author would have extended his Apo- 
logy for the Employers, as well as the Hearers of Mr. 
Whitefield ; and I think they ſhould have been firſt a- 
pologized for; but he hath either left that to be under- 
ſtood, or found it more difficult to vindicate Preſbyte- 
rian Miniſters, who have written for, and employed a 
profeſs d Prieſt of the Church of England, than to a- 
pologize for the People that have been Hearers of him, 
whom their Miniſters employed. It was perhaps dif- 
ficult to defend thoſe Preſbyterian Miniſters and Elders, 
who, in Judicatures, and elſewhere, have been among 
the loudeſt Complainers, becauſe of the decline of Prei- 
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bytery in our Land, yet have invited Mr. V »itefield 


who preaches an Indifterency about the Govern nent of 


Chriit's Houſe : Perhaps they have changed their Prin- 
ciples, and ſeen the Folly of their former Zeal ; which, 
if it be, T with the Apologiſt had told ſo m ich, and 
then we had known that we had to do with Men of o- 
ther Principles than our old Friends once were. I wiſh 
theſe Gentlemen had changed their Principles ſooner, 
and had not of late Years troubled the Country with 
their Miſſives of the Church's being in Danger, when 
ſome Things before the National Aſſemb es were de- 
eided and inacted in a Way hurtful to our Preſbyterian 
Government. Others, whom they looked upon as the 
lax, Latitudinarian Party, acted a more conſiſtent Part, 
than they, who, after all their pretended Struggles to 
the contrary, have fairly confeſſed narrow Views; and 
therefore invited the ſtrolling Prieſt to cure them. I re- 
fer for this, to the Letter inviting Mr. HW hizcfield firſt 
60 Scot lan, annexed to the Friendly Caution to the Se- 
ceders. The Inviters of this Gentleman could not be 
Strangers to Mr. Mhiteſell's Latitudinarian Principles; 
and therefore 1t may be modeſtly queſtioned, if one of 
ſach Principles was a it Phyſician for Men of a narrow 
Way of thinking. If a Phyſician cannot cure me of 
a Diſeaſe, without infecting me with another more, at 
leaſt equally, dangerous, I ſhould not thank them who 
had provided me with ſuch a Phyſician. How far Mr. 
Whitefield hath the Art of a Quack, inſtead of a {kilful 
Phyſician, any verſed in his Meaſures, that thought it 
worth their Pains, might ſhew, without much Labour, 
I had almoſt faid, Knowledge and Learning; but this 
I think his Votaries will not be ſo briſk as to threep 
upon him. | 
I am heartily ſorry for the narrow Way of thinking, 
and unaccountable Way of doing, that is with ſome of 
the worthy Miniſters of the Seceſſion, who forbid Com- 
munion with ſuch Miniſters as are not one Whit be- 
hind themſelves, in witneſſing againſt prevailing Evils, 
and the Defections of the Church of Scotland; but I 
vever expected that ſome Minikters and Elders, * 
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of their Extremes, would have given up with. all their 
former Contendings, and have invited, imployed, and 
careſſed, a Subyerter of our Government, as it would 
ſeem, for this End, to break the Seceders. But let the 
Seceders thank themſelves, who were the ürſt Inviters, 
and Employers of Mr. Fhitefield, and whole Conduct 
with reſpect to him offends, I think, as true Preſbyte- 
rians as themſelves, in that it is ſome Vears ſince they 
were warned to beware of him. I do not, as others, 
complain of their making it a Reaſon of Mou rning, 
that an Exgliſb Prieſt gets ſuch Countenance among 
Preſbyterians; but I am off ended, to Indignation, at their 
Manner of laying dowa that Reaſon, charging the Guilt 
on others, and tor Reaſons, of which they themſelves 
were as well appriſed, when they did ſet up fo fondly 
for him. It had become them well, and would have 
been ſatisfying to many, that they had humbly and 
honeſtly charged this Guilt upon themſelves ; for, it 
is Fact, they were the #/ guilty Perſons, and the mf 
guilty; but, to charge the Fault on others, and for 
Reaſons that could not be hid from them, and to take 
no more of the Fault to themſelves, but that, When 
** we converſed with kim, he did not anſwer our Ex- 
e peCtation,”” is ſuch a bare-fac'd Truckling, that on 
their Account, I both tremble at it, and am aſhamed 
of it. But J muſt break off from this, leit 1 forget 
tne Deſign of this Miſſive, tho' this is not from the 
Purpoſe, it being a Matter fo inconſiſtent with the 
Extremity of their Seceſſion, ſeparating from Mini- 
ſters, witneſſing againſt the Defections "and Corrup- 

tions of this Church, and againſt the great Wrong and 

Iniquity done to them alſo, when they a are careſſing, and 

correſponding with Mr. W#hitefeld, of whom they 

could not but know, that at the Time he pretends to 
preach againſt the doctrinal Corruptions of the Church 
of England, he forbids a Separation from it, and upon 
the Matter excommunicates them who do fo, eſteeming 
no more of Scruples about their Worſhip and Govern- 
ment, than of a Controverſy about Meats and Drinks. 
It will be remembred likewiſe, that there was com- 
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mon Acceſs to read the Account of God's Dealings with 
his Soul before a Reverend Miniſter of the Ailociate 
Preſby tery — ſo highly of him in his Pulpit, (I do 
not mean the Baggage lately utter'd in a News-Paper,) 


which Expreſſions were utter'd by him, after he had 
heard Mr. Whitefield, which hath made ſome think, 


that ſuch a Speech tended as much to commend hi n- 


ſelf as Mr. //hitefeld; and yet, after all this, in the 
Reaſons of their Faſt, not to deal candidly! This, 
with their Conduct to Miniſters, who are before hand 
with them in witneiling againſt: Corrupters; J ſay a- 
gainſt Corrupters, at the Lime they were carreſſing a 
moſt fly Corrupter, hath brought on them a Blot that 
will not be eaſily wiped off. , 

But however much theſe good Men have miſtaken 
their Meaſures, in their countenancing Mr. I hitefeld, 
(whom they now reject, and ſhould jutily have done ſo 
tooner) when yet they are carrying on their Seceſion from 
ſome Miniſters (not inferior to them 1n their Conte N 
for run-down Preſbytery,) to an Extremity; this was no 
Warrant for our old profeſs'd Strugglers againſt cor- 
Supt Meaſures, to run to another Extre reme, when they 
aw the Evil of Extremes on one Hand, it might 
"Have been to them a Caveat againſt Extremes on the 
other. I know no other Meaning that their inviting 
Mr. V hitefeſd to Scotland, to reclaim ſome from nar- 
mow Ways of thinking hath, unleſs it be, Make 
85 Haſte, Dear Mr. Whitefield, in coming to Scotland; 
% we look on you as a fit Inſtrument to break the 
* Seceders; or that now ſome Kind of Independency 
0 ſpreading in Scotland, and we want to let the 
« World {ce that we are not offended at them, when 
* we can go the Length to invite a Creature of the 
« Supremacy to come and labour among us; ox, 
« we incline no longer to be contending for the Diſ— 
« cipline and Government of thi: Church of Scot/and: 
« Therefore make Haite hither to reclaim us from our 
* narrow Ways of thinking, and unhappy Dedates 
about what you efteem no otherwiſe than a conten- 
ding about Meats and Drinks.“ 

What 


row Ways of thinking? It muſt certainly have a Re- 
ference to one or other of the Things in Debate a- 
mong us. They will not allow that theit Ways of 
thinking about the Principles of our common Hope, 
are peeviſh and narrow; and therefore I ſuppoſe, they 


want not to be reclaimed from theſe. There are ma- 


ny Debates among us about the Purity of the Wor- 
ſhip, ſince by the 'Toleration, the Service of the Church 
of England hath prevailed fo much; ſhall I think, they 
invited Mr. Whiteficld to Scotland to ſmooth us into an 
Indifferency about that? I am ubwillng to think that 
is their Meaning. It muſt remain, therefore, that they 
invite him to Scotland to reclaim us from narrow Ways 
of thinking about the Government of the Church. 
Shall we not ſay that Miniſters and judicatories for 
ſome Years have been carrying on a Courle of Defec- 
tion, corrupting the Miniſtry, and ſubverting our Preſ- 
byterian Government, but an Exgliſb Prieſt muſt be 
called in to reclaim us from this narrow Way of think- 
ing? Shall we not give up with Judicatures and Mi- 
niſters who are corrupting and ſubverting our eecleſia- 
ſtical Government, by taking out a new Right from 
the Magiſtrate to fit in Judicatures, but a Prieſt of 


England muſt be called in to reclaim us ſrom thete nar- 


row V/ays of thinking, by teaching us to hold Com- 
munion with all profeiiing the Chriſtian Name of every 
Denomination ; or, to uſe his own adopted Words 1n 
his applauded Extract, 173th every Diviſion of Chri- 
Hiaus? 3 
I ſhall ſomewhat excuſe the A pologiſt, for pothering 
ſo much with the Practice of Preſbyterians, in the dif- 
ferent Periods of Epiſcopacy's obtaining in this Land, 
that almoſt every proteſs'd Preſhyterian makes more 


. ado with that than they ſhould. I wiſh all of us would 


look more to the Rule of God's Word, than to the 
Practice of ſinful Men, except in ſo far as their Prac- 
tice hath been agreeable to that. unerring Rule. If we 
would take this Way more, we would, at leaſt, clear 


Cur Debates of Arguments taken from luitorical Nar- 
ratives, 


What can be the Inviters Meaning about our | par- 3 8 
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ratives, containing but very -perplexed Accounts of tle 


State of Things 1a thoſe Periods to which they refer. 
There are a few Scriptures, if ſtudied, and well un- 
derſtood, might be of great Uſe to direct our Conduct 
towards Miniſters of another Denomination than 
what is a Preſpbyterian. Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Matth. 
v. 18, 19. Fob. xiv. 21. Ads ii. 42. Bom, Xvi. 75 
ee. 10. Gal. ii. 11. Sec. 1 Cc. 2 
Te. ii. throughout. And iii. 6. and 8 l 
1, . Ti. ii. 10. 1 John i. 1. to the 7th 
Verſe. 2 Fob. 10 and 11 Verſes. Maltb. xxiv. 23. 
to 28. New. 2d and 3d Chapters, -------------2nd man 
ether Places that might be mentioned. I take it for 
granted, I am dealing with Preihyterians, with them 


who believe our Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 


Government, in their uncorrupted Form, to be agree- 
able to the Word of God; ſo that upon theſe Scrip- 
tures, I iay, that I ought to withdraw from them who 
hold not the Truth according to theſe Scriptures ; 
and if Mr. }F h::e7:14"s Votarics can clear him as not 
guilty in all, or one or other of theſe Reſpects, they 
will ſay wore for juſtifying the hearing and employ- 
ing of him, than all they can alledge from the Practice 
of Scotch Preſbyterians in any Per ods fince our Refor- 
mation from Popery. For truly in tr; ing and difficult 
Times, very often the beſt of Men have heen ſtraitned 
what Part to act, and often have 4040 ſuch a Part, 
that if they had ſeen or ſuſpected the Conſequences 

they would not have ated. And as to the Conduct 
of Preſby terians in the fir Epiſcopal Period, that ſeems 


not ſo cleared up by any Hiſtory that I have ſeen, as 
Need will require. 


I ſhall offer now a few Remarks, fo! lowing the A- 
pologiſt in the Method he lays 3 Which is firſt to 
dhew the State and Circumſtances of our Church under 
the Epiſcopacy introduced upon the Reſtoration, where 

e enumerates ſundry Acts and Deeds well enough 
known to any who enquire into theie Things. He ob- 
ſerves that the Uſurpation of the State upon the Church, 
the rude Meaſures then taken, the Infuſtice done, in 


: thi ulting 


. 
le thruſting in immoral and inſufficient Men of the E- 
piſcopal Way, made the People refuſe to hear them, 
n and to ſuffer the græateſt Hardſhips for their Recuſancy. 
ct But, Pag. eth, tho“ he allows ſome Advantage ariſing 
in from this Refuſal, he ſpeaks ſuſpiciouſly, as from the 
2 Opinion of ſome at this Day, if the not hearing the 
2 Curates was ſufficient to found ſuch Sufterings upon. 
2 Now, apply this to the hearing of Mr. N hiteſeld; if 
l the not hearing of him may keep up a Teſtimony a- 
h gainſt Epiſcopacy & were it not good to forbear coun- 
3. ;tenancing him, when, he being ſuppoſed found in Doc- 
w 
or 


trine, and regular in his Life, People are in Hazard 
of being brought to a Liking to the Epiſcopacy he 


n holds fait? If any ſhall ſay, © There is no Hazard 
ia „this Way.” The Apologiſt furniſhes me with an An- 
e- ſwer, Pag. Sth, “ Several of the Carates being found 
-in their Doctrine, and regular in their Lives, not 
10 only reconciled their Pariſhes to hear them, but alſo 
S 3 in Time brought them to a Liking to Epiſcopacy it- 


ot „ ſelf.” Now, I ask, ſetting aſide all other Conſide- 
* rations, if my hearing a ſound and regular Epiſcopa- 


* lian, ſhall bring me to a Liking to Epiſcopacy itſelf; 
e (as is now too much the Caſe with many of Mr. Vhite- 
* feld's Hearers, who, not to ſay more, are much ſoftned 
It in their Oppoſition to Epiſcopacy) ought I to employ, 
d hear or countenance ſuch an one, who goes about ſoft- 
t, ning us into an Indifferency about Epiſcopacy, or who 
5, ſo ſtedfaſtly adheres to it? If I do ſo, I ſhall bring 
ct myſelf and others inſenſibly in to a Liking to Epiſco- 
w Pacy itſelf. The Apologitt ſhews that, If the Cu- 
as rates had bcen orthodox and regular in their Lives, 
People had been brought into a Liking to Epifco- 
\ - ** pacy itſelf; and tho' it be the Opinion of ſome, that 
0 it was too weak a Ground of Suffering, not to hear 
oj the Curates, yet we owe the Liberty enjoyed, ſince 
'E * the Revolution, to their Steadineſs in ſuffering for 
n not hearing them.” Now L leave it to the Apolo- 
J= gift to tell me, that ſince we can without ſuffering 
1, forbear hearing a Curate of the Church of England, if 
n it be not adviſible to forbear hearing ſuch, leit we be 


8 inſepfibly. * 


10 
inſenſibly led into a Liking to Epiſcopacy itſelf, and 
ſo loſe, make light, or be deprived of the Liberty, and 
Privileges, enjoyed ſince the Kevolution ? 
The Apologiſt proceeds to the Reaſons inducing our 


Predeceſſors not to hear the Curates, but rather to ſuf- 


fer, and that none of theſe concera the hearing of 
Mr. Whitefield, except the Epiicopacy, and Supremacy, 
which he reſerves to the fourth and laſt Head. 
Whatever Way the firſt Reaſon, why our Sufferers 
re ſuſed to hear the Curates doth concern Mr. Vitefielu, 
the Apologiſt would have done well to conhder that 
theſe Recuſants refuſed to hear them before the Act 
1663 was paſt; and therefore there behoved to be ano- 
ther Reaſon than an Act that then had not a Being; 
their Recuſancy was the Reaſon of the Act, and not 
the Act the Reaſon of the Recuſancy ; and therefore 


they ſpoke juſter who had laid their Recuſancy upon 


the Prelates and their Curates, their Defection from 
the Covenant Reformation-work, from which the Er- 
gliſb Epiſcopal Eccleſiaſticxs cannot purge themſelves, 
if the Apologiſt allow the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant to be binding upon Poſterity. As for the Part 
that Mr. Whitefe{d acts among us, in Reference to E- 
piſcopacy, that will eome in afterwards upon the Head 
of his Doctrine and Character. | | 

The ſecond Reaſon for not hearing the Curates, was 


their being thruſt in without the Conſent of the People. 


Ts not this the Cafe of many Congregations in Scotland, 
where they have been denied unexceptionable Choices ? 
Yet now the hearing of ſuch is preſſed; and tho' this | 
doth not concern Mr. Whitefield, who claims not a Re- 
lation to any Parifh in Scotland; yet it fo far concerns 


him, as that he would have the People reconciled to 


the Miniſtry of ſuch Intruders, againſt whom my old 
Presbyterian Acquaintances did once cry, as much out 
as any, but now it ſeems Mr. Mhitefiell hath reclaimed 
them from their narrow Ways of thinking. 

As the Apologiſt paſſes the Reaſon from the Epiſco- 
pacy and Supremacy till afterwards, ſo will J, his 


third Reaſgn ; tor Reaſons that will then appear. 
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field without Sin, 
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Their fourth Reaſon, that they might not had | 
Malignants in their Oppoſition to Preſbytery, nor in- 
duce the godly to ſuch Compliances, nor intail Preju- 
dices upon Poſterity, is ſtronger againſt Hearing or 
employing Mr. Whitefield than the Apologiſt is aware. 
I am {ure were there a Plot to eſtabliſh Eiſcopacy in 
that it would not dif- 
oblige, at leaſt, the Employers and Hearers of Mr. 
Whitfield; and it is Fact, that the Example of ſome 
Preſb;terians, hath induced others to hear him, of 
wiich, I have all moral Aſſurance, they do repent; 
and for the Prejudice intailed upon Poſterity, it appears 
too obvious, when ſuch Practices have reduced ſo many 


of the preſent Generation to an Indifferency whether 


it be the Church of England, or Church of Scotland. 

I ſhall paſs over the Apologiſt's Charge of Igno- 
rance of Preſbyterian Principles, upon them who com- 
plain of thoſe, that run after the Exgliſb Prieſt, till 
I come to the Period of Time in which Preſbyterians 
were Hearers of Epiſcopal Miniſters. Neither can I 
ſtay to notice his Doctrine of Offence, Sin and Duty, 
as if they cow'd not have fo:born Hearing Mr. Vhitet 
or being out of their Duty; I expect 
ſhortly, they will not only apologize for their Hearing 
him, but will charge Sin upon them that do it not, 
ſince Things are written by the Apologiſt that infinu- 
ate this, and nota few of Mr. Whitefield's Votaries 
ſpeak broad enough on this Head ; but they have their 
itrong Arguments for convincing us in Reſerve. 

If our Forefathers refuſed to hear the Curat 
cauſe guilty of Schiſm, as in other Reſpetts, 
this, that they broke Union with ſuch, to whom, 
they were bound tohdhere, both from antecedent mo- 
ral Obligations, and the ſuper-added Ties of the nati- 
onal Oath, the ſame fifth Reaſon ſhould have deter- 
mined our preſent Preſbyterians not to have employed, 
nor attended Mr. Whitefield”s Miniſtry, who if we al- 
low Preſbytery to be ot divine Right, was under an 
antecedent moral Obligation to maintain it. His un- 


acquaintedeſs with 1 it can be no Excule, ſince, /gnorar- 


tia 
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tia Legis mu excuſat a peccato ; and ſince he had Acceſs 
to be among Preſbyterians, he hath not given up with, 


but fill retains his Epiſcopacy; and it ” the Apologiſt 
will allow the Solemn League and Covenant to be 
n upon Poſterity, he is under that ſupperadded 

Tie alto. 

Our ſuffering Fathers, in my Opinion, argued 
ſtrongly againſt hearing the Curates, from the Ap- 
prarance of Evil, as the A} logiſt notices in the ſixth 
Reaſon ; and that 2 {mall Matter becomes great, when 
a Teſtimony is concerned in it, w es it but an open 
Window, as in the Cafe of Daniel, and this admits of 
a Cloſe Application againf hearing or einploying Mr. 
Whitefield, ſuperſeding other Co: hae! ation „ AC 
Time, when to mar y are making Light of Preſbyteri- 
an Government, and ſo many Things have been done, 
and are doing to iubyert it; and the Apologiſc is vaſtly 

miſtaken when he inſinuates, that our Sufferers re- 
4 fuled to hear the Curates, for this chief Reaſon, 
that they had not Acceſs to petition, proteſt, or 


cc 1} 


remonſtrate, ſince ia the firſt Epiſcopal Period, ha- 
% ving Acceſs to all theſe, they heard them.” I 
will ew other weiglity Reaſons, beſides what have 

een already given; and for the Practice of Prefby- 
terians in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, it will be aiterwards 
conſidered. 

Their ſeventh Reaſon noticed by the Apologiſt turns 
upon the Validity of the Curates Ordination, and the 
Prelates taking upon them to re- ordain Preſbyterian 
Miniſters. He and his Authors will be found miſtaken 
in this, unleſs he naean what was done by the Engiih 
Biſhops to our apoſtare Preſbyters, when they were to 
be drubbed Bithops ; for fuch Miniſters as conformed 
with Prelacy being ordained after 1649, they were to 
receive Preſentacion from the Patron, and Collation 
from the Biſhop ; but this Collation vas not Ordina- 
tion, or, to uſe the Epiſcopal Stile, was not Inſtitution. 
But what is all chis in Reference to Mr. Vhiteſeld and 
his Hearers, unlefs it be to teach us to queſtion the 
Goodneſs of his Ordination, or to {ay tha! our Anceſ- 
Tor 


* 
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ors ſuffered on a wrong Ground ? Will it follow that 


ceſs becauſe we would not re-ordain Mr. Whitefeld, were 

th, The conforming with Preſbytery, that therefore we are 

1 to ſubmit to his Miniſtrations while Epiſcopal, he lay- 
e 


ng aſide ſome Things wrong in Worſhip ? If it follow, 
led then by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, we may ſubmit 
to the Miniſtrations of a Romiſh Prieſt, laying aſide 
ed I his Idolatrous Worſtup, tho' not giving up with Po- 
P- Ipery, for we do not re- ordain ſuck when converted 
ch from Popery 
8 The Apologiſt runs ſo faſt in deſending the hearing 
en c Mr. Hhitefelu, that he runs himſelf into ſome Miſ- 
of ¶taics injurious to our worthy Anceſtors. As Page. 
* 8, 19. That our Church did not much mind who 
ED] © wre the Adminiſtrators of the external Form of 
* Otination, provided the Men were duly qualified, 
85 * ancthat they neglected the external Call by Ordina- 
y | © tion, as in the Qſe of Mr. Robert Bruce.” He 
- | might ive ſaid this of all the Preſbyterian Miniſters 
1, in Scet/av! before the Eftabliſhing of che ſecond Book 
* of Diſciplae. Bat becauſe during all that Time, they 


* uſed not Inooſition of Hands, he is void of the Pur- 
1 poſe, when e denies them an outward Form of Ordi- 
1 nation, or ©: ſetting Men apart to the Miniſtry. Let 
4 the Apologiſt nd his Reviſers read the Book of Com- 
8 mon-Order of the En-1; Kirk at Geneva, whereof 


Jobn Knox was Miniſter, on the Manner of electing 
Miniſters, and dat Chapter of our firſt Book of Diſ- 
2 cipline concerningMinifters, and their lawiul Election; 
Y you will there fi] that it is fo far from Fact, what 
g the Apologiſt alled es, Pag. 19. That our Church 

« ſeemed to neglee the external Call by Ordination 
. © more than they wght;” that they declare, that 
the Vocation of a Niniſter, confiſts in Election, Exa- 
mination, and Admiſion. If there cannot be an Ordi- 
nation or Call withou Impoſition of Hands, indeed 
theſe Worthies had not Ordination; but they under- 
ſtood even the outward Form of Ordination, in more 
ſubſtantial Reſpects; as they themſelves declare, than 
in Impoſition of Hands and I aſſure you, that if I 
| chought 


= 


thought that the outward Form of Ordination conſiſted 
in the Impoſition of Hands, I would boldly aſſert, 
that the Epiſcopal Ordination is void and null, it not 
being the Laying ou of the Hands of the Preſbytery ; 
but fince there is an Election, {fuch as it is, Examina- 
tion and Admiſiion; to the Work of the Miſtry, I 
dare not declare the Epiſcopally ordained to be no Mi- 
niſters; but preſently to infer iy {ubmitting to their 
Miniſtrations on that Account, as hath been noticed, 
wall not follow. 

The eighth Reaſon the Apologiſt adduces for our 
Sufferers their not hearing the Epiſcopalians, becauſe . 
of their Dependance on the Supremacy, he leaves d « 
to be conſidered in Reference to the Subject in Had, . 
to his fourth Head, and ſo ſhall J. All that is neeſ- . 
ſary to be noticed of the Uſe he makes of their anth . 
Reaſon, you have it, in what I have offered on tie firſt F 
and fifth Reaſons. £ 

Now, I have gone through the Reaſon, viy our 
Fore-fathers chooſed ſuffering, rather than «vomit to Þ 
hear Eviſcopal Miniſters, as they are colle&d, and ap- I} 
plied by the Apologiſt, excepting the thid, which 1 
have in Reſerve for a proper Place. But before I paſs 
from this Part of the Author's Methods, I muſt notice j 
what he ſays, Page 21. That he hath not deſignedly { 
* omitted any Thing material in or Suiterers Rea- f 
4 {ons for not hearing Epiſcopal Riniſters.“ I am I 
unwilling to judge the {entieman's Teligns, or that of 8 
any chriſtian Man's further than thir Words and Ac- - 
tions do warrand me) But the ſeond Reaſon in the a 
Apologetical Relation, I did not find mentioned by 4 
him; in my Opinion, it pleads trongly againſt hear- P 
ing or employing the Eng/;4 Preſt; it needs no Com- h 
ment of mine, I tranſcribe it intrely, and let it ſpeak 
for itſelf. © By giving Obedieice to this Act, (that is, 65 

« of hearing the Epiſcopaliais) they ſhould be in th 
Hazard not only of falling away into a deteſtible 0 
« Neutrality and Indifferenq about the Matters off g 
« God, but ere long they ſlould be in Hazard to fall 


„% away in Heart and Affection from the Cauſe of 
«© Chriſt, 


15 
« Chriſt, and from the Work of Reformation ſworn 
not ., to and owned ſo much; for there is no Way now 
TY 3 B< apparent, whereby the Difference ſhall be kept up 
2twixt ſuch as honeſtly mind the covenanted Work 
of Reformation, and the corrupt, prelatical and ma- 


Mi- liznant Party, but this of refuſing to give Obedi- 
heir . ence to this Act. So that as it is already too too ap- 
ed, i parent that ſome who had no Scruple to hear theſe 
„Men, and withal thought to abide conſtant to the 
our « Cauſe of God, were ere long found to be deceived ; 
auſe I for Piece and Piece the Edge of their Zeal was blunt- 
es TY « ed, and their Affection to the Work of God cooled, 
ad, . and they at length were brought to condemn it. So 
l- dangerous a Thing it is to ſuffer the ſtanding difference 
nth . to wear out of Sight. So that let a Man begin once 
ert . to countenance thoſe Men, as lawfully called and au- 
„ thorized Miniſters, and by this Means keep up na 
our 1 ſtanding Difference, he ſhall, ere he be aware, flide 
ON into their Camp and fide with them in all Things. 
"Pf © Therefore it is beſt to keep up this Diſtance and 
11 ſtanding Difference by withdrawing.” I 
aſs The Apologiſt triumphs, as if none of our Sufferers 
1c Reaſons for not hearing the Curates, do obtain in Re- VI 
aly ſpect to them and Mr. Wh:refield: but I think, it will i 
* appear that all of them in one Reſpect or another, are 1 
am applicable to the preſent Caſe: But, what tho' they 1 
of were not applicable, eſpecially the above Reaſon, that 7 
de- ſeems to have eſcaped the Apologiſt? Do the Employ- Il 
che ers and Hearers of an Exgillʒ Curate well, in ſuch a uy 
by Timeof Degeneracy and Neutrality about Preſbyterian x | 
7 Principles, in the Manner they do, to countenance is 
| him? | il 
0 The Apologiſt in his third Head endeavours to juſti- 9 
„fy Preſbyterians, their hearing of Mr. Whitefield from 'F 
Me the firſt Period of Epiſcopacy in Scotland; tho' for Rea- © 
7 ſons offered by him, they acted otherwiſe after the Re- 4 
11 ſtoration; but I am ſurpriſed, that he ſhould attempt f 
1 0 juſtify the Vhitefieldian Preſbyterians from the firtt 
i Epiſcopal Period ; when, in Pay. 14. compared with 
I 


Pag. 22. be ſays, „ That the Apologies offered by 
| 2 


| 16 
* our Authors after the Reſtoration, for the Diverſity 
of Practice in the firſt Period by hearing the Epif- 
< copal Incumbents, while thoſe of the Period after the 


<< Reſtoration refuſed it, appear too weak and inſufli- | 


« cient for juſtifying the firſt Period.“ I am ſure, 
the Apologiſts after the Reſtoration meant not to ju- 
ſtify the Diverfity of Practice; our Apologiſt ſays their 
Arguments are inſufficient, and I think fo too, that 
they are not ſufficient, to juſtify the Conformities, then 


really made, or which are alledged to be made with | 


the Epiſcopal Incumbents, eſpecially to uſe the Apo- 
logiſt's Words, that Epiſcopacy and Supremacy were 
then fully eſtabliſhed by Law. 

Tho' I will not take upon me to juſtify thoſe Pref- 
byterians that conformed with Epiſcopacy in the firſt 
Period; I am fo far from that, that Jam of the Mind 
that there were 'T hings omitted and committed by them 
in the firſt Period of Pielacy's Riſe, Eftabliſhment and 
Progreſs, that it had been better frankly to have con- 
feſs'd it, than juſtifying their Conformities, to draw 
that into a Precedent for juſtiſying any like Practice 
now. Yet, this I may ſay, as I did in the Beginning, 
that very often the beſt of Men have been put to it what 
part to act in trying and ſtraitning Times, and often 
have acted ſuch a part, that if they had ſcen or ſu- 
ſpected the Conſequences, they would not have acted. 


And this, I think the proper Apology to be made for. 


them who conformed in hearing Epiſcopalians at that 
Time; but this doth by no Means juſtify the hearing 
of them now, becauſe tho' I extenuace the Fault 
as to the Period referred to, I do not juſtify the Prac- 
tice as no Fault; and this is a ſhorter Way with 
an Argument taken from the Practice of -that Period, 
than perhaps the Apologiſt was expecting, and this 
might anſwer all his Reaſoning from that Period, But 
the Apologiit abounds fo much with blundering Mi- 
ſtakes, when he is upon that Period, and is comparing 
it with that after the Reſtoration, that the taking ſome 
Notice of them, and the clearing up the Matter a 

| little 
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YE little, may ſhew the Weakneſs of his ſwaggering Argu- 
ment taken from the firſt Epiſcopal Period. 

he The Apologiſt owns, that in the firſt Period, Epiſ- 
copacy and Supremacy were fully eftabliſhed by Law; 
re, but Pag. 25th, that it was never required then of the 


Ju People to hear, as a Teſt of their Approbation of the 
eir & Supr-macy and Epiſcopacy, as after the Reſtoration ; | 
"at ¶ therefore the Preſbyterians continued hearing ſtill. Now, 
in Jo prove, that as much was done in the firſt Period, I 

1 


refer you to Calderwwd's Hiſtory, Pag. 639. Where, 
PO F< after the C/a/5ow Aſſembly 1610, where Epiſcopacy 
and the Supremacy were acknowledged, you have a 
terrible Proclamation from the King, commanding 


ls all his * of whatever Sort, to obtemper, o- 
uy bey, and ndt impugn any Article, &c. of that Aſ- 
In T 


ſembly, &c. and commanding all Judges and Ma- 
giſtrates, That, if they do hear, or underſtand of 
* any Preacher, &c. or Subject whatſomever, who 
break this Commandment, that preſently they be 
committed to Priſon. Pag. 649. Anne 1614. Upon 
the fourth of March, the Miniſters were commanded 
by Proclamation, with Sound of Trumpet, at the 
Croſs of Edinburgh, to prepare the People for the 


ten %% Zord's Supper againſt Ea/ter ; and the People were 
lu- J charged to communicate that Day at their Pariſh 
ied, « Kirks,” It would be tedious to relate all the Inſtan- 
1 es of arbitrary Power of the King and Biſhops in 


this Period, both after the Aﬀembiy at G/a/gow in 
ing $1610, and Perth Aſſembly 1618, whoſe Articles were 
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wit Fatißed in Parliament, enacting all the Recuſants to be y 
ra Paniſhed with Rigor and Extremity, as many Miniſters "3 
viel vere, as well as People ; of which, any Perſon may Wl. 
10d, ead ample Accounts in Ca/deravd"s Hiſtory ; there J 
wy hey may ſatisfy themſelves, and ſee that I am not im- 

But oſing upon them. And Pag. 733. You will ſee the 

i. . high Commiſſion impowered to call Non-communt- 

Ns FF cants as well as others before them.” 

ome Ic is like, the Apologiſt will ſay, That thoſe were 

wb ondemnable Severities ; and tho' he does not juſtify, 


ut condemn the Corruptions of the Aſſemblies ar 
and 
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and 1618. the King but ratifies their Deeds, and thy 
Supremacy in its Exerciſe is not uſed as in the Act o 
Parliament 1663. 

But, to this I anſwer, and let any Man judge. TH E 
King, in Virtue of his Prerogative, calls the Aſſembli + 
1610 that Aſſembly ratifies his Supremacy in Cauſe 
Eccleſiaſtical; and he, by his Proclamations and Law: 
diſcharges any Oppolition to the contrary by any Subjed 
whatiomever. | think theſe Taings juſt as bad, 
what was done Anno 1663. But if the Apologiſt wan Er 
an Inſtance, and a rampant one, of the Exerciſe of Si an 
premacy in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, without, or beforfffl to 
the Kirk do any Thing, you have it in the fore- mei - - 
tioned Proclamation, Anno 1614 10 concerning Ea AI 
for the giving the Communion then; for this was nꝗ me 
appointed by a genera! Aſſembly till the Year 161] M 
And this drew deeper than ſimply the hearing of II 
Curates did. | gu 

The Apologiſt's ſecond Difference of thoſe Period bly 
is as full of Miſtakes; for the Intruſion of Miniſters ol of 
tained in the firſt as well as ſecond Period, ſince thi tha 
Manner of planting of Churches was the {ame in t 
firſt Epiſcopal Period as in the ſecond, vg. by Preſenff Sic 
tation of the Patron, and Collation of the Biſhop ; anlchi 
the Matter of Intruſion could not, yea, was not carrieang 
ber! in the ſecond than in the ſirſt Period, as: * arl 
by the Act of Parliament 1612, And it is but graf. c 
Lictum, in the Apolgiſt, that the Minitters ſo ot 
dained were ſubmitted to by their Flocks, they havinſs« 
the ſame Provocation there was after the ReſtorationÞ« f 
Curates being truit in upon them, after many of theſ$+ ;; 
worthy Paſtbrs were, ior their Non-conformity, depriÞ« n 
ved and otherwiſe pcriecuted by the high Commiſſiqqecu 
Court: Of which Severity Calderwood abounds with er! 
ſtances, with which any Perſon may ſatisfy himſelf, Half 
he thinks I am telling a Story; and of which I ſhou 7 
have given Inſtances, "but L have already tranſgreſs We 
the Bounds of a Miſſive. tak. 

The Apologiſt ſpeaks, I am afraid, without daibj: 
Reflection, that the Incumbents of the firſt EpiſcopSore. 
Period, had not abjured Epiſcopacy as thoſe 7 12 

eco. 
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ſecond had done. But admit they had not done it per- 
ſonally, was not the national Covenant abjuring the 
Hierachy, which their Fathers took, binding upon 
them? Or can the Apologiſt aſſert, that all the Cu- 
rates in 1663 had perſonally abjured Epiſcopacy ? 
Can he aſſure me that all the Miniſters who took the 
Covenant in 1590 were dead 1610? Or that none 
of them took the Covenant in 1590 conformed with 
Epiſcopacy in 1610? But, to go ſurely to Work, Jet 
any compare the Names of the Miniſters, and Places 
to which they belonged, mentioned in Calderwood, Pag. 
251. and 25 2. with the Liſt of the Members of G/a/gow 
Aſſembly 1610. p. 626. and 627. and they will find that 
many of them who took the Covenant in 1590 were 
1 Members of the Aſſembly 1610 that ſettled Epiſcopacy. 
I ſould allow the Apologiſt to ule a preſumptive Ar- 
gument, that tho' they were Members of that Aſſem- 
bly, they might not be all Conſenters to the Settlement 
of Prelacy, if ſomething in the King's Letter, calling 
Y that Aſſembly, had not broken the Force of that Ar- 
gument, at leaſt made the Preſumption ſtrongeſt on my 
Side, wiz. That they were Art and Part in that Miſ- 
chief. The King's Letter in Calderauocd, Pag. 621. 
and 622. might be worth a Perſon's Reading particu- 
Alarly the Words ſo fit to my Purpoſe, viz. © And be- 
* cane by our Letters, we have particularly acquain- 
ted the Arch-Biſhop of St. Audreaus with our Purpoſe 
* herein, and ſent unto him a ſpecial Note of the 
Names of ſuch, as we deſire to be at ourſaid Meet- 
ing; It is our Pleaſure you conform hereto, and 
make Choice of ſuch Perſous.“ Thus the King, to 
ecure his Point, wrote to Preſbyteries. I might of- 
Jer much more on this, but I am wearied before I be 
nalf done. 
The Apologiſt's fourth State of the Difference be 
ween the two Periods, labours under the ſame Mi 
Mates with the former; for they were as ſtrongly in- 
It dipibited in the firſt as in the ſecond Period; as in the 
iſcopſpre mentioned terrible Proclamation emitted after the 
of W//2:w Aſſembly; and tho they are ſaid to petition, 
ſec! B 2 they 
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they did it at their Peril, as we may ſee in Calderauood 
from Pag. 677. and foreward, how much ſome Mini 
ſters were proſecuted and perſecuted for their prote 
ſting againſt the Corruptions of the Time. Read al 
from Pag. 725. and you will ſee how hardly the Mi 
niſters were uſed, who in their Sermons, teſtified 
gainſt the Fils of the Kirk. See more of this fron 
Pag. 760. and foreward, how hardly Proteſters an 
Petitioners were treated. 8 

As to the Apologiſt's 5 from Mr. Dawid/on's Let 
ter 1597, 1t not being within any of the Periods refe 
red to; we have nothing to do with it, unleſsit had con 
tained ſomething in it juſtifying them who ſubvert th 
Government of this Church; but it being the Reverſ 
of this, it makes nothing for his Purpoſe. 

I might bring in ſeveral hiſtorical "Teſtimonies again! 
the Apologiſt's 67% That there was no ſuch Objection 
« as Errors in Doctrine, and Immoralities of Lite, : 
“ gainſt the Epiſcopal Miniſters of the firſt, as thok 
of the ſecond Period.” But I ſhall only reſer hinf© 
to the Synod of Galloway's Supplication, mo 166 
againſt the intended Change of Government, which h 
will find in the Appendix to the firſt Volume of 77d 
row's Hiſtory, where you have the following Word 
LEpiſcopacy hath always been attended in this Lang] 74 
«© with maniſold Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip ani 
* Manners. How did Popery, Arminianiſm, and Se 
* cimaniſm ſound in our Pulpits? Was it not in th 
« 'Timeoflordly Epiſcopacy ? Then it was that the pu 
* Worſhip of God was polluted with human Inven 
* ons, Sc. then Epiſcopal Connivances at the groſſe 
* Scancals;” and much more than I ſtay to tranſcrib 
But, as I have ſaid, many Inſtances of their Unſound 
neſs, and Immorality, in this Period could be adducetc Lig 
So that this will not diſtinguiſh the Periods. Wo 

But if I prove, that it was the Opinion of the moſſ] Pre 
eminent Preſbyterians of the firſt Period, that the Abe 
tors, and Promoters of Prelacy, ſhould be cenſure$«d: 
and withdrawn from; and that many of the Peop 


did withdraw from them, and were perſecuted on th 
Account 


ever 
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and Brethren what ſhall we do? 


adviſe that they Te withdrawn from. 


Account; I am afraid the Apologiſt will make but a 


poor Hand of his Argument, taken from the Conduct 
of Presbyterians in the firſt Period. 

It is to my purpoſe, and well worth tranſcribing, 
what Mr. James Melwil, Anno 1609. writes to a con- 
fined Brother, when he * Matters going to Wreck 
in the Church. See Cal. p. 614. If ye aſk yet, Men 
Anſwer, 1. Cry 
« and complain to Chriſt, filling Heaven and Earth 
« with Lamentations, for the Captivity and Deſolati- 
«© ons of Sion, Wc. 2. To publiſh to all Chriſtians 
% our juſt Griefs, how our Kirk is oppreſſed by Au- 
e thority, circumveened by Craft, and kept in Thral- 
dom, againſt God's Word, her own Conſtitutions, 
and againſt the Privileges, and Laws of our Realm, 
granted to her. 3. I would have theſe Balaams, Ec. 
* that have ſold the Birth- right of Chriſt's Inheritance 
« for a Meſs of Pottage, thoſe Impriſoners and Tor- 
« mentors of their Brethren, after due Admonition, to 
be painted out in their Colours and Proceedings; 
« Laſily, If that Spirit of Action, Zeal and Gourage, 
that ſometimes did mightily ring in our Kirk, were 
“ ki-1led again, that might make a few from every 
© Presbytery and Province, to conveen together in the 
Name of Chriſt, and cenſure theſe Corrupters of the 
„Kirk to the uttermoſt.”” Read alſo in Calderwood, 
743. a Letter from that eminent Martyr Mr. John 
el, to Mr. Reobert Bruce, another eminent Witneſs, 
Ayo 1619. a Part of which doth follow, © They are 

no more to be counted Orthodox, but Apoſtates, they 
are fallen from their Callings, c. and are no more 
to be counted Chriſtians, but Strangers, Apoſtates, 
and Perſecutors; and therefore, not to be heard 
* any more, either in Publick, or in Confiſtories, 
„Colleges, or Synods.” For what Fellowſhip hath 
Light with Darkneſs? Is it like, that theſe Men 
would have juſtified the hearing or joining with the 
Prelates, or their Offspring, whom they would have 
thus ſeverely cenſured, and do fo highly condemn, and 
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at the Feople of that Period, were not ſuch Con- 
/ formiſts with their Miniſters, as the Apologiſt alledges, 
I refer for Proof, to the Miniſters of Edinburgh their 
Invectives againſt the People. Calderwood 785 and 
Page 805. But to put the Matter beyond all Doubt, 
and to ſtop the Apologiſt's Mouth at once; we fhall 
get much Light from a Council Proclamation, Anno 
1624. See for it Ca/derwood, Page 810. The account | 
of that matter followeth. The Miniſters of Edinburgh n 
<« alledging before the Council, that they could have 
* « no Peace with the People, ſo long as other Miuiſters, e- 44 
? &«& ſpecially the deprived and filenced reſorted to the Town C 
1 and kept private Conventicles, a Charge was given, 
* which was publiſhed the Day following ; that none 
„ meet or conveen in any private Houſe, or Place, to 
« preaching, Exhortation, or ſuch religious Exerciſes, 
< except thoſe of the Family, or their Friends reſort- 
« ing for other Cauſes; that they attempt not to im- 
«© pugn by Diſcourſe or Diſputation, Word, or Write, 
e the true Religion, or Diſcipline of the Kirk ap- 
« proved by his Majeſty's Laws, with falſe Suggeſti- 
% ons, as if he perſecuted the true Religion. We 
have of late known to our unſpeakable Grief, a 
Number of our Subjects miſled by turbulent and 
< reſtleſs Miniſters, either deprived of their Functions, 
or ſilenced for juſt Cauſes, to debauch and ſeduce 
8 the Neighbours, affecting Purity, Sc. above others, 
% diſobey ing the King and their Paſtors, impugning 
A « the Doctrine, controlling the ordinary Diſcipline, 
< abſtaining to hear the Word preached, and have diſ- 
<© orderly ſtrayed to other Congregations, We.” I re- | 
1 fer to the Paper ad longum. I am weary tranſcribing. 
1 The Apologiſt may alledge from Calderærocd, Page 811, 
2 that they did not abſtain from hearing the W ord 
preached, when their own Paſtors were preaching in 
their Pariſh-Kirks, tho' they took the Opportunity of 
hearing others. What the Hiſtorian £ ys, muſt be in- 
terpreted in a conſiſtency with himſelf, when he tells 
1 us, That Chriſtians when they had Occaſion of a 
' * ſound and zealous Miniſter, to ſtir them up in theſe 
i Tunes 


* 


? Times of Defe&ion, they met together ; for the 


« Pulpit of Edinburgh ſounded all the contrary Way, 
« and Arminian Preachers poſſeſſed the moſt eminent 
« Places, and were not only tolerated, but countenan- 
« ced, becauſe in publick Dofrine they maintained 
« the Prelates uſurped Powef.” The People would 


alſo : therefore their own Paſtors muſt be underſtood, 
of ſuch as held fait the Truth, and either were not as 
et thruſt out, or had occaſional Acceſs to their Pul- 
pits. After this, we read in our Hiſtorian of a ſevere 
Perſecution againſt many eminent Miniſters. 
But there is one great Gun of the Apologiſt's, p. 16. 
« That the Mekui/s and other Miniſters, in 1606. cal- 
led up to London, did at the Command of the King 
hear the Engl Biſbops, and Deans ; if theſe great 
« Men had thought it a Sin in its Nature, to hear 
« Perſons, who held Epiſcopacy and Supremacy for 
their Principle, no Command of the King would 
“have made them ſubmit to it; but on the contrary, 
Mr. Calderwood mentions no Scruple that any of 


„them had in the Matter, but they did it as oft 


as defired by the King.” 

All I ſhall ſay of thoſe Worthies, their hearing Epiſ- 
copalians in England, ſhall be to obſerve, that it was 
occaſional only, not ſtated; it was by the Force of 
the King's Command, and not of Choice; and that 
if their Perſons had nor been in the King's Hands, 
and they at this Time his Priſoners at large, we had 
not heard of their being toſſed about from Place to 
Place, one Church and Chapel to another; and they 
could not be ſuppoled to have heard them, as 
joining with them, or expecting any E:i:hcation by 
them, when p. 543. Calderwword tells us, That, in 
one of the Serinons they heard from Dr. Ring, he had 
a moſt virulent Invective againſt the Presbyterians, 
crying to the King, © Down, down with them.” 


How far the Apologiſt hath given a fair. Account of 


the Matter from Calderabcod, thut they did not ſcruple 


to hear ſuch Preachers, 1 reier to p. 542. where 
B 4 the 
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the two Melvils having expreſs Command to come 


24 


to the King's Chapel, Mr. Fames warned Mr. An- 
drew, that they were to be trapped, and to have their 
Patience tried. The Hiſtorian proceeds in telling what 
Trinkets he ſaw on the Altar; upon which Mr. Andrew 
Melvil made that Epigram, p. 548. for which he was 
troubled; and how uneaſy it was to them to be ordered 
to the Houſe of Engliſb Eccleſ.aſticks, the Progreſs of 
that Story ſhews abundantly ; a ſufficient Evidence how 
diſagreeable Fellowſhip and Intimacy with ſuch was to 
theſe great Men. Now, tho' our Apologiſt had ſaid 
more than he hath done, for proving, that our Preſ- 
ſbyterians ſcruppled not to hear Epiſcepalians in a 
{traitning Time, his Arguments for the real or alledged 
Practice of poor ſinful Men in a Time of Tentation, 
do not conclude for the Warrantableneſs of the Practice, 

nor juſtify the like Practice, where there are not the 
ſame Reaſons, nor extenuate the Fault, where there are 
not the ſame Tentations. 

Before 1 proceed to the Apologiſt's fourth Head, for 
Juſtifying the hearing of Mr. J/4:te1d, from the Weſt- 
minler Confeſſion, and the Solemn League and Cove 
nant, I ſhall offer ſome Things, ſhewing how far it is 
unlawful, or may be concluded unlawful, to hear an 
Epiſcopal Miniſter, or embrace their Miniſtry, to uſe 
the Apologiſt's Stile concerning Mr. V/h:tefield. 

The Queſtion is not concerning an occaſional or ac- 
cidental Hearing of an Epiſcopal, but ſuch a hearing 
as the Apologiſt p. 23 calls, an embracing of his Mini— 
ſry ; and let me add, ſuch a hearing, as is tae Effect of 
an Invitation given to ſuch to miniſter Goſpel Ordinan- 
ces to them. 

The Queſtion is not of ſuch a hearing as a Perſon may 
give, to gratify their Curioſity, to ſee how a Perſon will 
acquit himſelf, or what he will ſay on ſuch or ſuch a Sub- 
ect. This is not a hearing that imports an embracing of 
their Miniſtry: Tho' even in this, with there were with 
us an acting in the Matter of hearing from better Prin- 
ciples. The itching Ear is condemned; and hath dan- 
gerous Effects, 2 Tem. iv, 3, 4. Aller their own * 

. ey 
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hey ſhall heap- to themſelves Teachers, having itching 
ars, and they ſhall turn awvay their Ears from the 
ruth. The [/raelites were to be ſo ſatisfied with the Or- 
dinances of God, that they were not to enquire how 
the Nations ſerved their Gods, Deut. xii. 30. Take 
as ¶ Vecd to thyſelf, that thou be not ſnared by following them, 
ed ¶ aud that thou enquire not after their Gods, ſaying, How 
of Raid theſe Nations ſerve their Gods? Ewen fo will 1 
ww | as. | 
to The Queſtion is not concerning an involuntary hearing 
id of ſuch, when a Perſon cannot ſhun it, unleſs he ſto 
f- Ihis Ears, as when their Perſons are at the diſpoſe of a- 
2 Knother, as in the Caſe of our Miniſters at London, in the 
ed Þ© Year 1606; but ſuch a hearing, as is the Effect of a free 
n, I} Choice, and Liking to their Miniſtry. They firſt may 
e, obtain, when the other doth not, yea ought not. 
ne Neither is the Queſtion concerning ſuch a hearing, 
re 25 may be between Ferſons differing in their Principles 
of Epiſcopacy and Preſpytery, but not as yet clearly 
or determined either Way, but reaſoning the Matter to- 
2 gether, about Light in the Matter, and hearing reci- 
e procally for this End. That is not the preſent Caſe. 
is How far it may be alledged on Mr. Whzitefield's Side, I 
in do not find the Apologiſt as yet come the Length of gi- 


le ving this for the Reaſon of his and his Friends hearing 
Mr. IThuefield. 

2 Nor is the Queſtion about hearing Epiſcopalians 

8 ſound on the Doctrine of Grace, and maintaining Pu- 

i- rity of Worſhip, who themſelves are as much Epiſco- 

zf pal in their Judgment as they, or are only in Doubt a- 


1- bout Epiſcopacy. But the Queſtion is, of their hearing 
that are at a Point about it, that Prelacy belongs to 
y the Romi/b Hierarchy, and is contrary to, and ſubver- 
ive of the Government which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed 
J- in his Houſe, and which in Erg/and derives its Eſta- 
f bliſhment from the King, as ſupreme in Cauſes Eccle- 
n ſiaſtical, as in the Papacy, it doth from the Pope. 
- Neither is it the Queſtion about the hearipg one, 
8 cho' Epiſcopal in his Judgment, preach the Doctrine of 
's Grace, and practiſe a pure Worſhip, where People 
* | 8 are 


are invincibly deprived of Acceſs to any Ordinances, 
diſpenſed by another. When the Caſe is fo circum- 
ſtanced, it is allowed, that People may embrace the 
Inſtructions, let me call it the Miniſtry, of any among 
them, capable to diſcharge that Duty, tho' never be- 
fore in any eccleſiaſtical Office, and in that Caſe of in- 
vincible Neceſſity, ſuch a Perſon may become their 
Paſtor. 

The Queſtion then comes to this; May any Perſon 
profeſſing himſelf a Preſbyterian, and believing the 
Preſbyterian Church Government to be the Ordinance 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the only King and Head of his Church; 
and alſo believing Prelacy to be the Invention of Man, 
and an Order of Government oppoſite to, and ſubver- 
five of the Government which Chriſt hath appointed 
in his Church, and being under ſuperadded Solemn 
Ties, to maintain this Presbyterian Government, and 
to oppole and extirpate Prelacy ; ſuch a Perſon enjoy- 
ing a Goſpel Miniſtry, diſpenſing Chriſt's Ordinances, 
maintaining the ſame presbyterian Principles, and op- 
poling the lame Prelacy: I ſay, according to this State 
of the Caſe, may any ſuch Perſon lawtully hear and 
embrace the Miniſtry of one maintaining and holdin 
the Epiicopal Hierarchy and Supremacy of the King 
in Matters ecclefiaſtical, ſubſtituted in the Room of the 
uſurped Supremacy of the Pope; ſuch a Perſon never 
having renounced this Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, nor 
made Profeſſion of presbyterian Principles before any 


presbyterian Church Judicature ? 


[ think this is the proper State of the preſent Con- 
troverſy; io that I will plainly aſſert, that the hearing 
and embracing the Miniſtry of an Epiſcopalian, by 
any profeſſed Presbyterian, is unlawful, and inconſiſtent 


with his profeſſed Principles, and ſolemn Ties and Ob- 


ligations; and conſequently the Hearing, and as the 
poligiſt explains it, the embracing the Miniſtry of 
Mr. J/5:t2fi-/d, a profeſſed Epiſcopalian, which he 
hath never yet renounced any where, that I know of, 
and never as yet before any Presbyterian Church Judi- 
cature, 


ture, muſt alſo be unlawful to any profeſſed Presby- 
erian. \ 

I ſhould think this State of the Caſe, ſo convincing, 
as every real and unbiaſed Presbyterian would preſent- 
y conclude the ſame Thing with me, both from the 

ord of God, the Principles and Standards of this 
*hurch. | | 

It will ſtill be remembred, that I am ſpeaking of 
ſuppoſed Presbyterians, who are bound to ſtind fait in 
it as the Doctrine of Chriſt, and to receive and ap- 

rove, and embrace ſuch Teachers who teach them to 
obſerve all Things whattoever Chriſt hath commanded ; 
and ought not to receive them, who bring not the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt, but ſhould avoid them ho cauſe Of- 
fences and Diviſions, contrary to the Doctrine th 

have learned; and who are bound to ſtand at the 
oreateſt Diſtance from Sin, 1 77. v. 22. Fude 23. 
And are not to be Partakers of other Mens Sins, I Tim. 
v. 22. Who ought to beware of falſe Prophets, and 
ſuch as walk not according to the received Ordinances. 
2 Theſſ. 3. 6. Chriſt's Sheep hear not Strangers, but 
fice from them, '7 ch: x. 27. Theje that practically act 
the Foxes mul? be taten AWAY. Cant. 11. 15. Ihe Saints 
mult guard againſt them, who ly in wait to deceive, 
and wwe are not to be toſſed to and fro with every Wind of 
D:&: ine, Eph. iv. 14. 2 The. li. 2, 3. Whereunto we 
have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
let us mind the fame Thing. Phil. iii. 16. If Anti- 
chriſt prevailed in the Church by a gradual Falling 
away from the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the Purity of 
his Ordinances, the ftrengthning the Hands of them 
that hold faſt his wicked Hierarchy, is but a Healing 
again the Wound he got among us, by the Purity of 
our Reformation. And how offenſive muſt it needs 


be to embrace their Miniftry who are authorized by 


them that derive their Power from thoſe who uſu 

Chriſt's Prerogative Royal, as King and Head to his 
Church, and who maintain this horrid Uſurpation by 
a folemn Oath? Fe are to hold falt the Profeſſion of 
aun Faith without warvering, Heb. x. 23. All Truth 
mutt 


muſt be held and practically avowed, nothing of Chriſt's 

is to be talked of, as little or indifferent. Math. v. 19. 

And if ſuch who do teach ſo, are in Chriſt's Account 

little and deſpiſed, their Miniſtry is not to be em- 
bracec. 

It would take a Volume, let be a tedious Miſſive 
to launch out into the Argument, and make Applica- 
tion of the Caſe, as ſtuted, to Mr. Yhztefeld and his 
Hearers, or Embracers of his Miniſtry. But fince J 
cannot overtake that, I ſhall refer what might be ad- 
ded and amplified upon, to my Anſwers to what re- 
mains of the Author's Defences for their hearing and 
embrecing the Miniſtry of Mr. 1Fhitefreld. 

I am aware, that the Apologiſt, or any ſly Aſſiſtant, 
or Reviſer of his Performance, will be ready to ſay, 
that I have ſtated the Queſtion, concerning the hearing 
and embracing the Miniſtry of an Epiſcopalian, and 
conſequently of the Exgliſb Prieſt, upon a Heap of Cir- 
cumſtances, and have declin'd the Queſtion, how far 
the Hearing of an Epiſcopalian, as Mr. Whitefield, is 


in its Nature unlawful. 
An unthinking Perſon may apprehend upon ſuch 


4 ; an Alledgiance, that I have done ſo; if I have done it, 
* I can ſay it was not my Intent; perhaps the Apologiſt 
* and I may differ about the Notion of gn Action's Law- 
3 fulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs in its Nature. I own, that 
5 the phyſical Act of Hearing, hath nothing) of Law- 


„ fulneſs or Unlawfulneſs in it, but when we come to 
, the Morality of the Act, we mult take it in Circum- 
ſtances; yet am I not declining the Conlideration of 
that Act, in its Nature; for my old Philoſophy taught 
me long fince, that what may be a Circumſtance to 
an Action phyſically conſidered, may be Eſſential to it 
morally conſidered ; and if it would not tranſgreſs on 
Modeſty, I might t offer to defy the Apologiſt to ſhow 
me any alledged Circumſtances, in my State of the Caſe, 
of hearing Epiſcopal Miniſters, that doth not affect the 
Moralicy of that Action. 

But give, tho' not grant, that my State of the Caſe 


ſhoul] wave the Conſideration of the Queſtion about 
"2 the 


„ 


6 
the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of hearing Epiſcopali- 


ans, and only determined the Queſtion from ſuppoſed. 


Circumſtances, and not from the Thing in its Nature, 


which yet I deny, if theſe Circumſtances do affect his, 


and his Friend's Conduct in embracing the Miniſtry of 
Mr. Whitefield; I think, it will follow, that they have 
not ſaid any Thing to defend their Conduct and Prac- 
ticèe. 

Let all the alledged Circumſtances be tried, and appli- 
ed, I can bear this with all imaginable Calmneſs. 

1. The Apologiſt and his Friends profeſs themſelves 
to be Presbyterians, and that our presbyterians Church 
Government is theOrdinance of Jeſus Chriſt, the King and 
Head of his Church. 2. They own Prelacy, p. 4. to 
be an Error, and a great Incroachment on the chriſtian 
Church. 3. They are under ſolemn Ties to oppoſe 
and aboliſh Prelacy, and to maintain Preſbytery. 4. 
They deny not that they have a Goſpel Miniſtry oppo- 
fite to Prelacy, and profeſſing Presbytery with them- 
ſelves. 5. They cannot but deny Mr. Vhitefield hath 


taken the Oath of Supremacy, and is Epiſcopal. 6. 


They muſt acknowledge that he hath neither renoun- 
ced the Supremacy, nor Epiſcopacy, before any preſ- 
byterian Church Judicature, nor hath he made any 
Profeſſion of presbyterian Principles. Now whatever 
Way they may diſtinguiſh between Actions naturally, and 
circumſtantially conſidered, their countenancing and 
embracing the Miniſtry of Mr. Whitefield, is contrary 
to the many moral Obligations they are under, in Re- 
ference to Presbytery and Prelacy ; the maintaining the 
one, and the endeavouring the Abolition of the other. 
But ſays the Apologiſt, 28, 29. Pages, That Mr. 
I hitefield's Epiſcopacy, and Oath of Supremacy, can- 
not make that Deed ſo unlawful, as it would be in 
a Scotch Presbyterian; and that Epiſcopacy, and the 
Supremacy, however bad in themſelves, are not ſo bad 
in the Eng/;/o Clergy, or Mr. Whitefield, bred up in 
that Darkneſs, as in us. I ſhall freely allow, that the 
greater Light, the greater Guilt; but this takes not a- 
way the Guilt altogether, nor doth it juſtify their em- 
| | bracing 
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bracing Mr. VHhitefield's Miniſtry, before ever he re- 
nounces his Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, when they 
have able Men of their own Principles, neither for E- 
piſcopacy nor Supremacy,- to hear. But then, altho 
I allow that Mr. /Yhzz-fie/4, while being among the 
Erglih Clergy, had not all the Advantages of being 


taught the Evil of Epiicopacy, and the Supremacy ; I 


ſhould have been glad to hear, if the Apologiſt, or his 
other Admirets, have been able to make him renounce 
his Epiſcopacy, and Supremacy. Now ſince he holds 
theie, can he plead Ignorance, after all the Pains taken 
upon him? Had Mr. V hitefield been converſant with 
the Engliſb Clergy, and lived, and died unenlightned as 
to Epiicopacy, and the Supremacy ; I ſhould not have 
thought it Wonder, no: ſhould I have brought it to a 
Queſtion, how far he might, in other Reſpects, been 
uſeful among thoſe of his own Way. But to bring 
him to Scotland, and to inſtruct him in the Evil of thoſe 
Things, and he to hold them faſt; and yet for Presby- 
terians, to embrace his Miniltry, is an Action, that can- 
not be juitified by his wanting the Means of knowing 
the Evil of Epiſcopacy and the Supremacy. 
But ſays the Apologiſt, p. 28. That he acknowled- 
*« ges no Head of the Church, but Jeſus, and him only. 
„ p, 29. That he abhores every Principle inconſiſtent 
*© therewith. p. 30. That Mr. Wh:tefi:/4 by no Means 
* adheres to the Supremacy m 1ts Conſequences,” 
There is not a Papiſt, but will aſſert, That there is 
no Head of the Church, but Jeſus, and him only; but 
this they think doth not exclude the Headſhip of the 
Pope, as Chriſt's Vicar on Earth, ſince they give not 
the Headſhip of the Pope as to Chriſt, whom they will 
allow, to be fo the Head of the Church, a+ none other, 
is the Head of it, in that Manner; and according as 
they underitand the firſt Aſſertion, they will frankly 
fay with Mr. Miteficld in the ſecond, that they ab- 
hore every Principle inconſiſtent therewith, and the 
Church of E-gland; at the ſame Time, they own the 
King the Head of the Church, they would be —_— 
90d, 
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ſtood, as giving him no Power inconſiſtent with the 
Headſhip of Chriſt; as is to be ſeen in their 37th Arti- 
cle. Therefore to prevent all Ambiguity, Mr. White- 


feld ſhould come in before ſome ecclefiaſtical Judica- 


ture, and in explicite Terms, renounce the Supremacy, 
as maintained in the Church of England. 

What the Apologſt ſays in p. 30. that Mr. W}zte- 

field doth not adhere to the Supremacy in its Conſe- 
quences, would need Explication ; for one Effect of the 
Engliſh Supremacy is, the caſting off the Supremacy of 
the Pope. There are who ſuſpect him of being a Ro- 
miſb Emiſſary: The Apologiſt ſhould have gained a- 
gainſt all Expreſſions ſtrengthning the Suſpicion, if theſe 
be Mr. Vuefeld's Words, it looks the worſe. 

But admit he had cleanly renounced the Supremacy, 
what hath he done as to his Epiſcopacy * I hope, he 
hath not renounced it, elſe the Author's Apology for 
hearing him, ſhould not have been, for hearing an E- ' 
piſcopal, but for proving that he who once was a Prieſt 
of the Church of England, is now become a Presby teri- 
an; but this he hath not ſaid, as well knowing that it 
would have been a Falſehood; which I hope he would 
not have willingly written. It is true, he tells us, p. 
11. that Mr. VHhitefield hath declared from the Pulpit, 
That our Presbyterian Church, (whatever were his 
former Sentiments) is the beſt conſtituted National 
„Church upon Earth.” Now, why doth he not re- 
nounce his Epiſcopacy, and join the beſt conſtituted 
National Church? This gives but a very bad View of 
the Man, unleſs he looks upon the Government of the 
Church as indifferent, which may be clearly ſhown to 
be his Opinton, not a very inviting Argument to em- 
brace his Miniſtry, when our Aſſembly 1581 depoſed 
Mr. Robert Montgemery for teaching ſuch Doctrine. | 

The Apologilt p. 11. denies not his Epiſcopacy, but 
ſays, “ That he appears among us as a Presbyterian, 
laying aſide all that belongs to Epiſcopacy.” I wiſh 
he had told us what he means by Things belonging to 
Epiſcopacy, fince it is Fact, he hath not renounced his 
Epiſcopacy. The mere laying aſide his Epiſcopal _— 

an 


ha „ 
and Roſe, would be a poor Argument for me, to em- 
brace his Miniſtry. If you ſay, he hath laid aſide his 
Engliſh Forms, the beſt Proof of his Diſpoſition that 


Way, would be, if he were employed in an Eng: 
Meeting-Houſe. I can aſſure you, upon good. Autho- 


rity, that he read Prayers in a Presbyterian Meeting- 
Houſe in America, and many of his Hearers aſſure me, 
that his Prayers are Collects in the Prayer-Book, pieced 
and tack'd together; and tho' a worthy Miniſter, a 


great Admirer of his, writes in a Letter of laſt Year's 


Date, that he would not, upon his Return have any 
Thing to do with the Church of England, I hope, he 
will not deny his practiſing therewith, as he did before, 
and left he ſhould be ſuſpected upon his coming to Scot- 
land, and communicating in any Congregation there, 
his adopted Extract annexed to the Letter ſent to the So- 
cieties, printed at Ezinburgh, upon his laſt coming 
there, ſhews his Reſolution, among the many Diviſions 
of Chriſtians, to live in Communion with the Church 
of England, p. 29. may make it appear, that he is for 
every Church as it comes, as the Revd. Mr. Gla/s of 
Dundee, hath ſhown how far he is miſtaken in his Doc- 
trine of Catholick Charity, ffom Rom. xiv. 17. That 
his Catholick Charity, is the Antinomian Charity. 
Bat, ſays the Apologiſt, If Mr. Vpitefield juſtihed 
* his Epiſcopacy, by teaching us Arguments in Fa- 
s vours of it, he would have few Hearers.” This is 
but a poor Apology, for embracing his Miniftry, ſince 
he teaches an Indifferency, about any Form of Church 
Government, as if our Contendings about it, were no 
more, than as a contending about Meats and Drinks. 
This is both wrong Doctrine in itſelf, and at this Day 
unſeaſonable, tending to introduce the Eraſtian Epiſco- 
pacy, and to eſtabliſh that Supremacy, which he pre- 
tends to give up with. If I did not believe the Lord 
Jeſus to have eſtabliſhed a certain Government in his 
Houſe, diſtinct from that of the Magiſtrate, I behov'd 
either to derive all Ecclefiaitical Power from the Magi- 
ſtrate, or ſetting up any Form by pretended eccleſiaſti- 
cal Authority, I ſhould maintain an mperimum in _—_ 
| o 


— 
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How. far J am doing Juſtice to 
fer to his Letter to the Societies za n pretend any 
Apology from what may be his meaning in that Letter, 


I refer you to his laſt American Journal, in his Confe- 


rence with, Dr. Cutler, where he aſſerts, ſpeaking of 
Church Government, © That our Lord Jeſus never re- 
« quired of his Diſciples, that they ſhould be one in 
« that, yea it never was his Intent.“ Is not this to 
ſubvert, and diſgrace the Government Chriſt hath 
eſtabliſhed in his Church ? Is it not to deny him the 


Honour, and Glory of a ruling governing Head to the 


viſible Church? Is it not to introduce Anarchy, and 
Confuſion into the chriſtian Church? Or if there muſt 
needs be Order in it; Is it not to give up all into the 


Hands of King or Pope? If the Apologiſt bath forgot- 
ten hits preaching ſuch Doctrine, he may be aſſured that 


he hath printed it. 


Now, ſuppoſing me to allow the Apologiſt's Account 


pf the Practice of Preſbyterians, in hearing the Curates 
in the different Periods, referred to, to be rightly laid; 
it ſays Nothing at all for inviting Mr. Vbiteſeld to 
Scotland; the hearing, and employing him ; becauſe 
ſome People in difficult Circumſtances in the Epiſcopal 
Period, heard them, eſpecially, when, as "the Apolo- 
giſt notices, p. 24. The Miniſters who remonſtrated 
* againft Prelacy, were baniſhed, others confined, and 


the reſt ſubmitted.” Doth it follow that ſuch Peo- 


ple, would have called in an Exgliſb Curate, to diſpenſe 
Ordinanges among them; when they had their own 
preſby terian- Paſtors to hear? Or to bring the Caſe yet 
nearer, tho' ſuch of their/ Miniſters, and People who 
vere devoted to Epicopach, had called in fuch an one, 
vould they have run after him, when they were in no 
Vant of Paſtors of their own Principle? Except the A- 
pologiſt had alledged and proven this, he hath faid 
othing to the Purpoſe in Hand, from any of the Epit- 
opal Periods. ; 

If he had faid any Thing to the Purpoſe he ſhould 
ave condeſcended on ſome Period of Pre ſby teries Eſta- 
liſhment in Scotland; and ſhown us, that then, they 

C practi- 


Whitsfeld, I re- 


— a” 


R . In. „ 
practiſed the Hearing, or made no Scruple to hear the 
Epiſcopalians; and if he had proven any ſuch Thing 
fince the Revolution, excepting this Inſtance as ta Mr. 
Whitefield, he had ſaid ſomething for preſpyterian-Pra- 
Rice, tho', pardon me, if I ſay, not for juſtifying that 
Practice. But he is ſo far from being able to prove any 
ſuch allowed Practice, that J offer me to prove the con- 
trary, from the Inſtructions given to the Committee for 
planting the North, Arno 1694 by which, © The Bre- 
* thren are enjoined to be aware of practiſing, and en- 
* tertaining promiſcuous miniſterial Communion, 
* with ſuch of the Incumbents, or others of the Epiſ- 
*« copal Party, who are not taken into Communion, 
% and a ſhare of the Government, by the Judicatures 
of this Church; and likewiſe of employing any Pro- 

. *© bationers, who are not licenſed, and approven by the 
&* ſaid Judicatures. And it is not paſt Remembrance, 
a Proceſs againſt a preſbyterian Miniſter, for going to 
hear an Epiſcopal Incumbent, in whoſe Pariſh he lodg- 
ed on Saturday's Night ; at ſome conſiderable Diſtance 
from his own Pariſh Church. The Apologiſt will re- 
member, that ſuch of the EpiſcopalJncumbents, as had 
taken the Allegiance, were accountable to the Judica- 

. tures of the Church, for their Orthodoxy, Diligence, 
and Morality ; which Mr. Vhiteſield in his vague and wan- 

dering State, is not; yet this did not warrand thoſe of the 
preſbyterian-Perſuaſion, to hear them; far leſs, that preſby- 
terian· Miniſters ſhould join in Communion with them. 
Since the Apologiſt will not allow Mr. Vhitęſield's 
Epiſcopacy, or Supremacy, to be a Reaſon againſt 
hearing him ; as little ſhould their Epiſcopacy and 
Supremacy have been a Reaſon againſt hearing 
them; ſince, now the Supremacy, by a ſpecial Act 
of Parliament, was repealed; as were all the. Acts 
whereby it was made criminal, not to hear Epiſcopal 
Minifters ; and inaſmuch as theſe Epfſcopal Incumbents, 
took the Allegiance to the King, who had aboliſhed 
the Supremacy, they were like to plead as little for it, 
as Mr. Whitefield ; yet tho” all theſe Things ſtood thus, 
and the Epiſcopal Incumbents did not practiſe the Eu- 
£7 Forms, as Mr. Whitefield doth, where-ever they 


arc 


rine, and were regular in their Lives, yet neither preſ- 
terian Miniſters nor People held Communion with 


zem. 85 

If the Apologiſt would conſult the Author to the 
eaders of Rutherfoord's Letters, he would find, that 
ze Worthies who lived in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, in 
e Opinion of that Author, who was a noted Sufferer 
the laſt Epiſcopal Period, ſtood their Ground; and 
ept their Diſtance better than he thought thoſe in the 
ſt Period did. I refer you to the Place, yet cannot 


it tranſcribing ſome of his Words, anſwering the 


Dueſtion, why the Sufferers in the firſt Period, were fo 
uch countenanced beyond thoſe of the ſecond ? He 


ys, © They gave to God as Kings, their Teſtimonies 


againſt the Corruption of their Times, whether in 
King, Parliament, or Church-men, had ſo much of 
Freedom, grave, and becoming Boldneſs in them, 
ſo much of holy Zeal, even for the Jeaſt Concerns of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, upon which we are loth to ſtate 
our Sufferings c. and he upon the other Hand, Cc. 
declared, that he thought nothing too great to give 
them, &c. It was not the main Queſtion of theſe 
Men in a ſuffering Time, how much they might let 
go, and yet keep the Subſtantials of Religion, &c. 
ut as I ſaid, I muſt refer to the Place it ſelf, which 
ill ſhew, that the ſuffering Author of that Epiſtle takes 


d his own Time, the Blame of how far we might go, 


d not ſin; and takes off the Imputation of ſuch cow- 
dly Arguings, from the Worthies in the firſt Period, 


e Subſtantials of Religion, in the Senſe of our Day, 
ere retained ;j if they had been ſuch Conformiſts, as 
e Apologiſt would have them to have been; we had 


either heard of their Sufferings, nor of ſuch Encomi- 
ms-upon them. 


But now ſays our Apologiſt, The keeping Communi- 
on with Mr. Fhitefeld in the Ordinances of the Go- 
ſpel, ſtands juſtified by the Weſminſter Confeſſion of 
Faith, and Selemn League and Covenant.” 


2 Before 
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ace and ſundry of them preached ſound Do- 
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ho ſuffered, even when it could not be denied; bur 
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- he hath betaken himſelf to the Epiſcopal Camp, 


at leaſt been modeſter, than to have aid, That t 


_ Before I conſider theſe, I may obſerve, that fu 


might have been doing with the Weapons, with whi 
they fight for their Ceremonies, viz. That they 
not forbidden, tho* ſuch an Argument would not 
concluded for him more than for them; it would b 


«© Communion with a Prieit of the Church of Ezgl 
© ſtands juſtified either by the Ye/iminfier Confeſſi 
or Solemn League 

I approve ot the Apologiſt, ſo far as he confutes 
anonimous Author, in his Exceptions againſt the N b 
lemn League and Covenant, and its binding ObligatiÞ a; 
upon Poſterity, which he aſſerts, p. 32. 33. from c 
having nothing ſinful in it, and its being a ſuperadd c 
Tie to what is morally binding, promiſing to have] T 
thing to do with it, when his anonimous Auth@or 
ſhews any particular Thing in the Covenant, to FF 
ſinful ; but he ſurpriſes me, when he fays, p. $i 
« That we could not ſwear that Oath of the Sole: 
League, in ſeveral Reſpects, which I think m 
be very lawfully and dqutifully done; if it hath no p 
ticular Thing in it, that is ſinful. 

As for the Word extirpate, in the Covenant, I 
well enough content, to underſtand it no otherw. 


uh 
than in a lawful Way to endeavour in my Place ru 
Calling, the Extirpation of Prelacy ; for I ſhould hp. 


lived to an hundred Years, before I thought, that 
meant an offering of Violence to the Perſons of 1 
lates; nor can I ſee, that tho' that Oath were to 
ſworn at this Day, the Word extirpate, behooved 
be altered, becauſe, as the Apologiſt alledges in p. 
It would not now imply the Senſe in which it 1 
in the Days of the Covenant, conceiv hi 
Now I with the Apologiſt had told us, what Par 
the Solemn League and Covenant, which binds us WF: 
maintain the preſbyterian Chureh Government,: 
to the Abolition of Epiſcopacy, doth juſtify Preſby! 
. r1ans, at a Time, when an Indifferency about the 


vernment of the Church, ſo much prevails, to call 


n 

Prieſt of the Church of 42 who ſuiting himſelf 
the humour of the Day, goes about maintaining an 

ndifferency about the Government of the Church, but 
ret among the many diviſions of Chriſtians, according 
o his adopted Extract, chooſes to live and dy in out- 
ard Communion with the Church of Exgland. Hath 
his any Tendency in leis or more, to extirpate Prelacy 
any Senſe of the Word, or to maintain Preſbytery ? 
Woth not this Practice run croſs to the very Words of 
he Solemn League and Covenant, wiz. © That we 


utes . ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves directly or indirealy, to 
che be divided or withdrawn from this bleſſed Union 
att and Conjunction, whether to make Defection to the 
om 


contrary Part, or to give curſelves to a deteſtable ſu- 
rad; differency or Neutrality in this Cauſe, c, 

There cannot be any Thing more oppoſite to the 
duthftommon Senſe, and meaning of Words, than to ſay, 
to WF | hat the keeping Communion with Mr. Wh:ztefield 


D. in the Ordinances of the Goſpel, ſtands juſtified by 
Sole the Solemn League and Covenant; notwithſtanding 
k of his Epiſcopacy and Supremacy” As little doth 


ich a Practice, ſtand juſtified by the Covenanters 
heir carriage towards thoſe, wh6 entred not into this So- 
enn Bond; and I ſhould think, they were the Perſons 
ho underitood the meaning of the Covenat, tho' 
ruly we need not be beholden to them for any Gloſs 
pon it, ſince ik cannot apply to the Apologiſt's Words, 
ill Eaſt be underſtood to be Weſt, and North to be 
Pooth. 

I am aware the Apologiſt will be ready to ſay, that 
he Covenanters behoved to underſtand the ſolemn 
- MWeapgue as juſtifying the holding Communion with E- 
iſcopalians, and hearing them, notwithſtanding of 
heir Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, becauſe this is juſti- 
ied by that Article of the Weiminſier Confeſſion of 
Faith, concerning the Communion of Saints wiz. 


t, 2F* that Saints by Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an 
elbyF* holy Fellowſhip and Communion in the Worſhip of 
he . God, and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual Ser- 
call ¶ vices, as tend to their mucual Edification, &c. which 
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4 Communion,” as God offereth Opportunities, is 


* be extended, to all thoſe, who in every Place, 
* on the Name of the Lord Jeſus.” 

Altho' the Words of our excellent Confeſſion, wen 
more to the Apologiſt's Purpoſe than they are; h 
would need a greater Evidence of Mr. Whitefie/d"s Saini 
ſhip, than I have yet heard of; he hath not the co 
mon Atteſtations requiſite for one, whom we common 
Iy hear or employ in preaching the Goſpel ; his vai 
glorious Aſſertions concerning himſelf in his Journal 
and weekly Hiſtories, do not illuminate his Saintſhip 
but render it very exceptionable. 

But paſling this at preſent, arid to proceed to ti 


monly ſay, an Argument, that proves too muck 
proves nothing; and that ſo is the Gaſe, in the U. 
the Apologiſt makes of that Article of our Confeſlior 
will appear. 

If that Article be underſtood without Exception, 
proves too much, or as explained by the Apologik 
Page 35. © that as ſoon as we are ſatisfied concerni 
the Reality of a Perſon's Chriſtianity, tho' we ſhoul 
«« differ from him, in ſome Points, if theſe Points a 
** conſiſtent with the Reality of his Chriſtianity, u 
* are bound to keep Communion with him in Wo 
* ſhip,” The Apologiſt will not ſay, that the Churc 
of Eagland's Worſhip is inconſiſtent with the Reali 
of Chriſtianity ; now if I underſtand the Article in-th 
Confeſſion, without any Limitation, I muſt hold Con 
munion with Saints of the Church of England, as 
have Occaſion, in their Worſhip. The Apologiſt | 
aware of this, and therefore he adtls, Page 35. -* tha 
* we cannot ſubmit to any Idolatry in our Worlhi 
or any other ſinful Term of Communion.” Bu 
I alc, If a Worſhip may not be corrupt, tho' not pro 
perly idolatrous? May not this corrupt Worſhip 
practiſed by a Saint, tho' not impoſed as a Term 0 
Communion > Am ] to join with a Saint in his eorrup 
Worſhip, tho? not impoſing it on me as a Term 0 
Communion ? | 
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The Apologiſt ſays, Page 35, © That à real Chri- 
| t againſt in 
c. we are there bound by the Confeflion + - 
“and Covenant, to hold Communion with ſuch in 


ſtian laying aſide, whatever we excep 
* Worlhip, &. 


* the Worſhip of God. 
It is to be obſerved, how cautious the Apologiſt is, 
not to call the Worſhip of the Church of England cor 


rupt, but to wrap up his Exceptions on the Head of 


Worſhip, in that of Idolatry, and finful Terms of 


Communion ; or in the General, of any Thing unlaw- - 
ful in their Worſhip. I wiſh he had told us in expreſs ' 


Terms, if it be lawful to join in the Worſhip of the 
Church of England, that he come not afterwards with 
a back Stroke upon us, telling us, that ſuch a Prac- 
tice is juſtified by the Veſiminſter Confeſſion, Solemn 
League and Covenant. | 

If he allow the Worſhip of the Church of England 
to be corrupt, and the maintaining of that corrupt 
Worſhip, to be ſcandalous and offenſive ; ought I ta 
join in Communion with that profeſſed Saint, who 


maintains that corrupt Worſhip, tho* occaſionally he 


joins with me in my Way of Worſhip ? If the Diſci- 
pline of Chriſt's Houſe had free Courſe as it ought, is 
not a Practiſer and Defender of a corrupt Worſhip, an 
Object of ectleſiaſtick Cenſure? Can he then be ad- 
mitted to Chriſtian Communion, even let him be a 
Saint, till he be recovered from his corrupt Principles, 
as to Worſhip ? Whatever the Apologiſt may think, I 
am well warranted from the Word of God, not to hold 


Church Communion with ſuch an One, nor to admit 


him to Church Communion with me, 2 Thef7; ui. 6. 
We are to withdraw from the Brother that walks di. 
orderly, and not according to the Traditions received from 
the Apoſiles. Mr. Fhitefiel#s conforming with the 
Church of Scotland when here, and with the Church 
of England when there; doth heighten and not leſſen 
the Offence ; for he cannot join in Worſhip with us, 
without condemning the Worſhip and Government of 
the Church of Eng/and, which we pray down; but to 


do this, and then practiſe after the Church of Zng/and 
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Way, yea further, as he doth in his Sermon on juſti. 
fication, to look upon it, as a Misfortune to differ 
from the Church of Ezg/and, and upon the Matter ex- 
communicate ſuch as upon a Conviction, ſcruple Fel- 
lowſhip with them, An their corrupt Worſhip ; diſco- 
vers ſuch a Time-ſerving, and Man-pleafing Humour, 

as is ſo very inconſiſtent the one with the other, that 
whatever be the Apologiſt's Opinien of his Saintſhip, 
he cannot according to our Principles, purge him of 
Scandal, and therefore not to be held Communion 
with : A Saint may be juſtly excommunicated; a Mini- 
ſer, whoſe Saintſhip we may not deny, may be juſtly 
depoſed and excommunicated ; in which Situation, we 
are not to hold Communion with him in Worſhip3 but 
if the Argument from the Heſiminſter Confeſſion be un- 
derſtood of Saints, without Exception or Limitation, 
T ought to hold Communion with him, 

I cannot tell, if Mr. Whitefield be excommunicated 
by his own Chureh of England by any formal Procaſs 
or not; but I am certain, he is under that Sentence, 
according to their zp/o Facto Excommunications, if 
he hath honeſtly renounced the Supremacy ; not that 
Jam juſtifying thoſe 7p/o facto Excommunications, but 
they may be jultly pleaded againſt him, who at Ferter- 


Lane Society declared againſt them at Oxford, who 


were ſcrupling the Habits and Ceremonies. 

If a holy Man of a Miniſter, ſhould hold ſome dan- 
gerous Error, own and maintain it, tho' when he is, 
on the North ſide of 7aveed, he doth not preach it, 
but holds forth on it on the South-fide of Taweed ; ſhould 
I hald Communion with ſuch an One? Or ſhould 
ſuch an One be invited to Scotland, to cure us of nar- 
row Ways of thinking? If J am not to do it upon the 
Account of Doctrine, as little am I to do it on the 
Account of Worſhip. "Fho' Mr Whitefield do not 
practiſe their corrupt Worſhip in Scotland, is he not an 
Offender when he practiſes and maintains it in Eng- 
land, Doth he hold the Doctrine of Chriſt who ad- 
heres to the Epiſcopal Hierarchy, or who preaches an 
Indifterency, about the Government of Chriſt's Houſe ? 

| Now 
bk 
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Now let him be a Saint, if Iam to run after the Mi- 
niſtry of ſuch a Man, tho' for now or then, he finds it 
expedient to act otherwiſe, let the Apologiſt ſay, that 
this is the meaning of the Veſiminſier Confeſſion, and 
we will know what to anſwer ; but till he ſay that this 
is the meaning of the We/iminfler Confeſſion, he hath 
ſaid nothing from it, to juſtify the Hearing of Mr. 
Whitefeld. 


What I have ſaid, for underſtanding th Article in 
the Confeſſion, with a neceſſary Limitation,' is juſtified 


by the Apologiſt himſelf, when applied to defend the 
Hearing of Mr. Whitefeld, Page 39. © But inthe Caſe. 
of a Perſon guilty of Immoralities, or otherwiſe ſin- 
ning wilfully againſt his Light, we are bound by the 
«© Texts abovecited to withdraw from ſuch, that he 
may be aſhamed ; and if he perſiſts in ſuch wilful 
** ſinning, he becomes the Object of Church Cenſure, 
even to Excommunication. 


If I have failed in commenting upon the Confeſii- | 


on, I thank the Apologiſt for helping me at a dead 


Lift. Now let me aſk him, Doth not Mr. Whitefeld 


ſin againſt Light, and perſiſts wilfully in this Sin, and 
ſo becomes an Object of Cenſure, when he hath p. 11. 


openly declared his Bebef, that our Preſpyterian Church 
(whatever were his former Sentiments,) is the beſt con- 


ſtitute national Church on Earth, and yet at the ſame 


Time holds faſt his Epiſcopacy, and chooſes to live 
and dy in the Communion of the Church of England, 
as may be ſeen in his adopted Extract; and this is not 
only his own Purpoſe, but it is his Endeavour, that 
none of his praying Societies ſeparate from the Church 
of England, as is to be ſeen in Pages 6. 10. of his Let- 
ter to them, If ever ſuch Deſigns ſhould be ſet on 
Foot, I earneſtly pray God, the Abettors of them 
© may be detected, and all their Schemes, tho' never 
*« ſo plauſibly corrected, fall to the Ground.” 

The Apologiſt to ſtrengthen his Argument, ſays, 
Page 37, 38. 39. © That how ſoon we are ſatisfied of 
1 . Reality of each other's Chriſtianity, we ought 
to hold Communion in the Worſhip of God toge- 

ſl. 


5 


eee 
« ther, ſo far as we are agreed; and wherein we diff 
e in Points not. inconſiſtent wit Chriſtianity, we: 
„ within the Caſe of that Text,” Phil. iii. 15, 16 
Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded 
and if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhal 
reveal even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, whereto « 
have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
ag mind the ſame Thing. 
The Apologiſt will remember, that the Commu 
nion we are upon, is the Communion that is between 


Paſtor and People, he preaching, and they hearing 


If then I muſt. hold this Communion with him in all 
Things wherein we are agreed; how ſoon I am fatis 
fied of his Chriſtianity, our Sufferers in the laſt Epiſ 
copacy Period, ſhould have heard ſuch of the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, as the Apologiſt allows, Page 3. to have 
been good Men, and to have preached Calviniſtical 
Doctrine; for as I have noticed before, they had ne- 
ver heard of the Act of Parliament 1663. if they had 
not ſcrupled to hear them, and to concur with them, 
According to this Doctrine, if the Apologiſt were in 
England, if he have any Exception againſt the Engl 
Forms, he would not go to Church, till theſe were 
expede, but then forthwith to Church, to hear- the 
Sermon; I ſhould not think this edifying, nor agree- 
able to Goſpel Order; to hear where I could not join 
in Prayer, Yea were he.in France, I believe he 
would not join in the Popiſh Worſhip, but according 
to his Principles, he behooved to go and hear ſuch 
a Man as Father 2ue/ne/, or a Fanſenift Prieſt, who 
might entertain him with a good orthodox Sermon. 

If he ſay, the Caſes are not parallel to our hearing 
Mr. Whitefield ; when we hear him, we can join with 
him, both in Prayer and Preaching. This hath been 
already noticed, only let me add, by aſking the Apolo- 
giſt two Queſtions ; were he in England, and ſaw Mr. 
Hhitefield in his Surplice, reading * in his Deſk, 
would he join with him either in the Prayers, or ſtay- 
ing out, till he be diveſted of his Death-like Robe, 


ſuitable enough for ſuch dead Prayers, would he after- 
wards 
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wards go in, and hear his Sermon ? Or were a Fanſe- 


zif Prieſt in Scotland, praying and preaching without 
his Popiſh Forms; would he-gorand hear him? I hope 
he will not deny but ſome ſuch may be real Chriſtians ; 
at leaſt Proteſtant Divines, after due @autions laid 


down, will allow this. If he fay, he would not, he 
breaks his own Rule of holding Communion in Wor- 


ſhip with every real Chriſtian, ſo far as we are agreed. 


T know ſome of Mr. Whitefeld"s blind Followers have 
ſaid, that they ſhould go and hear a Popiſh Prieſt, if 


he would preach like him; yet after all that the Apo- 
logiſt hath ſaid in his miſtaken Principle, I will not 
believe, that he would be a Hearer of a Popiſh Prieſt; 
even tho' he preached like Mr. Whitefield. . If he, and 


ſome of my old Acquaintances, would aſſure the Soci- 


cty de propaganda fide, of this, I am confident, they 
would very frankly accommodate them with ſuch Miſ- 
ſionar ies, to reclaim them from their narrow Ways of 
thinking; or I ſhould rather have ſaid, to confirm 
them in their late taken-up latitudinarian Principles. 
Theſe deſigning Men could make a good Harveſt by 
ſuch Meaſures. 

Now, I come to ſpeak to Phil. iii. 15. 16. adduced 
by the Apolegiſt and others, whoſe Province it is to 


expound the Scripture, (I ſuppoſe the Apologiſt bears 


not that CharaQter,) to prove this now ſo much prevail- 
ing Hg of holding outward Church Communi- 
on with all that fear God, in all Things wherein they 


are agreed; but what Branch of this Scripture proves 
that Principle, I am at the greateſt Loſs to find out; 


it cannot be, as many as be perfect, be thus minded ; 
nor can it be, whereto we have already attained, let 
us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the fame Thing; 
this will ſpeak againſt the beloved Principle. The 
Argument mult be in the Words, IJ” iz any Thing ye 
be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto you. 
The Patrons of Toleration ſwagger with this Scrip- 
ture, as if it did hear them out in their Argument; but 
it is new to me, to hear it pleaded for defending of ſuch 
2 looſe Principle, as that of the Apologiſt, and other 
Fol 
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Followers of Mr. Nhiteſell. Theſe two Verſes muſt 
be underſtood as they ſtand in Connection with the for- 
mer Part of the Chapter, in which, the Apoſtle diſ- 
claims all glorying in the Ze Religion, and expreſſes 
his Confidence in Chriſt Jeſus, Counting all but Loſs, 
and Dung for him; and preſſes towards the Mark, as not 
having yet attained ; then he exhorts them that are per- 
fe, that are rightly inſtructed, to ſhew themlcivesl 


thus minded, and having attained to the ſame Know 
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ledge with him, to walk by the fame Rule, and to 
mind the ſame Thing; if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe 3 
minded, that is, entertain any Principle different from: | 
this, God ſhall reveal this to you; he will juſtify my 
Doctrine by convincing you of its Truth. If the Apo- 
ſtle meant that we ſhould hold a promiſcuous Com.:1u- M 
nion with them that were otherwiſe minded, he ſhould* 
prove our holding Communion with them, that betak 

themſelves to another Ground of Hope, than.the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt. It is not to be ſaid, that the Apo- 
ſtle means a differing about other Things, but agreeing 
in this neceſſary Doctrine; for I think it is obvious to 
any unbiaſſed Obſerver, that the Difference he ſpeaks 
of, is a Difference about the Doctrine he had been u- 
pon; If in any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, if ye think 
otherwiſe, or different from this, God ſhall reveal even 
this unto you. If the Difference had been about any 
other Things, the Words had been, God will reveal 
even that unto you, and not this unto you; for the 
Word this, confines his meaning to the Doctrine in 
Hand; ſo that it is a gloſſing away the Apoftle's Words, 
to ſay, that he pleads for a promiſcuous Communion 
with all that in any Thing differ from us, providing 
they be right as to Chriſt our Righteouſneſs; there is no 
ſuch Thing in the Text; for the Words, God ſpall re- 
weal this unto you, do not at all imply this; although 
the Things of Difference, were other Matters than the 
Dectrine he had written of; and tho' the Difference 
ſhould be meant of other Things, I think we are for- 
bidden to walk with ſuch, when he ſays, whereunto wwe 


haue 
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have already attained lit us walk by the ſame Rule, let us 
r- mind the ſame Thing; it cannot be, let every one follow. 
. his Opinion, and let every one hold Communion toge- 
8 ther, under all our Diverſity of Opinions, not inconſi- 
fs ſtent with the holding Chriſt as our Righteouſneſs, be- 
f cauſe of what follows, Ver. 17. Brethren be Followers to- 


-£ | + gether of me, and mark them which walk fo, as ye have us 
> wy for an Enſample. And as I have ſaid before, what 
proves too much proves nothing: If we take the Apolo- 
0 giſt, and his Adherents, their Gloſs on this Scripture F 
ve are warranted to hold Fellowſhip with Mr. #hite- 
field, or any Engliſh Prieſt, in their corrupt, and formal 
Worſhip ; for ſince I do not, I hope the Apologiſt will 
not ſay, that their Worſhip is inconſiſtent with their 
holding Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, or with their having 
the Truth and Reality of Chriſtianity. Thus I have 
conſidered their Scipture Argument, in what I think is 
- the proper meaning of it, and in that, as contrary to 
the Apologiſt; or even ſuppoſing his own Gloſs, it 
drives him into a Practice, he hath not yet undertaken 
to juſtify, namely the joining in the corrupt, and for- 
mal Worſhip of the Church of England; becauſe many 
who practiſe that Worſhip, are real Chriſtians. | 
Betore I have done with his Argument from the + 
Weltmin{ter Confeſſion, let me put him in Remembrance * * 
of a Clauſe in his quoted Article, reftrifting the Senſe 
and meaning, of how far 1 am to hold Fellowſhip with . 
all profeſſed Saints, in the Worſhip of God, wiz. © as 
« tends to mutual Edification,”” that is, if it be not to 
mutual Edification, to hold Communion in Worſhip, * 
with all proſeiſed Saints, I am not to hold it. Now 
let us try what Lie may be made of the Article ſo li- 
mited, in Reference to the Subject in Hand. If my 
holding outward Church Communion with any Mini- 
Ker, a profeſſed Saint, holding Error, or Errors, puts 
me in Hazard of being led inſeniibly in to a Liking to 
his Error, or Errors; or if my holding ſuch Communi- 
on with him, doth tend to flatter, or harden him in his 
Error, or Errors; can it be pretended, that ſuch Com- 
: Tots „ munion 
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| munion is for mutual Edification? I think, I may 
boldly ſay, it is not. The Apologiſt allows Epiſcopacy 
to be an Error, he canuot deny Mr. Vbitgfield's hold- 
ing this Error; and p. 8. he tells us that the Curates 
„ who were ſound in their Doctrine, and regular in 
ze their Lives, reconciled their Pariſhes, to hear them, 
C and in Time brought them to a Liking to Epiſcopa- 
ey it ſelf.” Apply this to the Apologiſt, and other 
Hearers of Mr. Whztefeld ; his alledged Soundneſs and 
Saintſhip, hath reconciled them to hear him ; and how 
far they are on the Road of being reconciled to Epiſco- 
pacy it ſelf, I refer to the Apologiſt's Plea, that Mr. 
Whitefeld's Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, are not Rea-» 
ſons againſt hearing him; and with Reſpe& to Mr. 
Whitefield, doth it not tend to harden him, in his E- 
piſcopal Error, chat he is ſo careſſed, and countenanced 
by profeſſed Preſbyterians ? Upon the whole then, 
where is the mutual Edification in hearing, and coun- 
tenancing him, who thereby is encouraged to hold an 
Error, and the Hearers, are in ſuch Hazard of being 
led into the Error, when they are already become ſo 
indifferent about it? And if mutual Edification cannot 
be reached by the Practice, where is the Force of the 
Argument, taken from the Article of the Weliminſter 
Confeſſion of Faith ? 

Furthermore, if the ordering and governing of the 
Church, was a Part of the Apoſtles Doctrine, which I 
hope, the Apologiſt will not deny, if he ſhould, he 
would but expoſe himſelf, then the outward Church 
Communion mentioned in the Article of our Confeſſi- 
on, is ſuch an outward Communion, as conſiſts with an 
abiding in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and thus I argue, as 
for other Reaſons, ſo for this, that our Veſiminſter Di- 
vines have annexed that Scripture, Act, ii. 42. for 
proving and explaining their, Doctrine, laid down in 
the quoted Article; And they continued ſledfaſtly in the 
 Apoſiles Ductrine, and Fellowſhip. Admit once the Or- 
der and Government of Chriſt's Houſe, to be laid 
down in the New Teſtament; it hehooved to be a Part 
of the Apoſtles Doctrine, which. being, they could * 
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ſaid, to continue in the Apoſtles Doctrine, who - 
ould have declared themſelves reſolved to live and die 
ſuch a Communion, and Society as held another Or- 
er, and Government. | * 

I allow, that all have not the ſame Knowledge, and 
Diſcerning, and I ſhall as readily as any Man grant, 
hat it is not every Difference that is to disjoin-Church 
lembers ; but among the many Debates of this Day, 
about outward Church Communion and Separation; - 
hink humbly, that it might be of great Uſe, to clear 
and ſhorten the Debate, to obſerve this Rule : That 
ſince here, we are in an imperfect State, and know but 
n Part, it is not every Difference of thinking, that 
pught to interrupt outward Church Communion, elſe, 
Jam afraid, there ſhould be none in the imperfe& 
State ; but for holding this Communion, there muſt be 
Principles of Union, therefore whoſoever violates all, 
Or one, or other, of the Principles of Union, and con- 
tinues to defend ſuch a Deed, or Deeds, he is the Se- 

aratiſt, departing from the Center of Union, Truth; 
and from him, we ought to withdraw, he continueth 
ot in the Apoſtles Doctrine. Now if the Apologiſt 
vill allow, the Government of Chriſt's Houſe, to be 
Preſbyterian ; and this to be a Part of the Apoſtles 
Doctrine, and this Government, and Diſcipline, to be 
dne of the Marks of the true Church; as is maintained 
by Proteſtant Confeſſioniſts and Divines ; if he will al- 
low, the holding the Government of Chriſt's Houſe 
to be a Bond of Union in a viſtble Church Society ; 
then, the Miniſter who holds, approves, and maintains 
another Government, as Mr. Mhitefeld doth, he tranſ- 
greſſeth upon this Bond of Union, and ought to be 
withdrawn from. I wiſh the worthy Miniſters of the 
Aſſociate Preſbytery, (whom ſo far as I am acquaint- 
ed with them, I own for the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, 
witnefling for his Cauſe,) would ſtate the Matter thus, 
it would prevent their running into ſome Extremes, 
which I am grieved for, and which in the Iſſue I am 
afraid, ſhall produce Inconveniencies, they are not yet 
aware of, This 


This may balance what the Apologiſt writes. p. 3 h 
of being df one Opinion in all Things, while in an im- 
perfect State, and I think it needful, for him, and me,] 
in ſuch a Reeling, and miſtaking Time, to cautionfſſl - © 
ſtrongly, and not to lay down looſe, and general Aſſer. 
tions, which may be interpreted, beyond his, or my 
Intention. : ESR. 

From what hath been offered, I think the Apologiſt 
extends his outward Church Communion, beyond what 
hath, that I know of, been yet his own Practice, or 
would be his Practice, were Occaſions offering; when 
he extends it, to all who hold no Principle inconſiſtent 
with the Reality of being a Chriſtian. It is true, p. 
39. he limits this Principle by Differences in leſſer Mat- 
ters; but what are his leſſer Matters, and how far his 
outward Church-communion extends, he ſhews us P. 
36, © Separating other Crimes, we find Supremacy and 
«© Epiſcopacy, no ſufficient Ground, to refuſe a Man's 
4% Miniſtry, otherwiſe unexceptionable.“ This he al- 
ledges to have been the Practice, in the firſt Epiſcopal 
| Period, which hath already been largely noticed ; but 
33 as hath been obſerved, this was not till now, in the 
* Caſe of Mr. V hitefeld, the Practice ſince the Revolu- 
. tion; ſince which Time, there was no ſubſiſting Rea- 
ſon, for refuſing the Miniſtry of ſeverals, hut their E- 

iſcopacy, for the Supremacy was abrogated, and the 
Epiſcopalians then in Churches, had never perſonally 
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ſworn the Covenants. I am ſorry the Apologiſt hath 
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IF been at ſo much Pains, to reduce us, toa Liking of E- 
Ws piſcopacy ; eſpecially when ſo much of it doth prevail, 
l . and Preſbytery is ſo much on the Decline ; and when a 
i 14 Teſtimony for the much neglected Government of the 
1 Lord's Houſe, is ſo neceſſary, and ſo many are looking 
on that, as a trifling indifferent Matter; which to uſe 
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the Apologiſt's own Words, p. 15. 16. “ were it a 

« ſmall Matter, it becomes great, w En a Teſtimony is 

concerned in it, were it but an open Window, as in 

the Caſe of Daniel. f 
I know, the Apologiſt will readily ſay, that we are 

in no Hazard this Way from Mr. Mhitefiela, by our 

hearing 
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15. his great Buſineſs among us, is to reconcile dd to 


« our God, to our Miniſters, and to one another in 


.« Love.” 


Ly 

I think, the Apologiſt ſhould have ſaid, neither are 
we in Hazard this Way, by Apologies offered for pro- 
ſeſſed Preſbyterians, their embracing his Miniſtry, even 
tho' it be defended now, as no Reaſon for refuſing a 
Man's Miniſtry, becauſe of the Epiſcopacy asd Supre- 
macy ; than which, I know not what hath a more di- 
rect Tendency to lead us in to a Liking to Epiſcopacy, 
and to Indifferency about Preſbytery ; and conſequently, 
to a giving up with Preſbytery ; which too 
evident to be the Caſe in this Church and Land, and 
much upon the Advance. | 

But what Neceſſity of calling in Mr. bizgfeld, to 
preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation to you? Do not 
your own Miniſters that? If they do not that, Mr. 
Whitefield doth wrong, to reconcile you to ſuch Mini- 
ers: But whatever juſt Cauſe there is of Complaint, 
that corrupt Doctrine, and a corrupt Miniſtry doth pre- 
vail; there are yet many Miniſters in Scotland, who 
preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation, and far beyond 
Mr. Whitefield, who hath preached and printed, with 
ſuch corrupt Mixtures, that he had need to be taught 
by ſuch. 2 

As to his reconciling you to your Miniſters; how 
doth he that? By teaching you, not to contend. about 
the Government of Chriſt's Houſe, which you may go 
to Heaven without; at the lame Time, he p. 3. paps 
out in his printed Performances, now and then Bemoan- 
ings over them, who have the Unhappineſs, to differ 
from the Church of England; and prays, that the 
may be the Joy of the whole Earth,“ and reſolves to 
live and die in her Communion, and would have us 
ſpeak ſoftly of them who uſe read Forms in the Wor- 
ſhip of God. So that his recanciling you to your Mi- 
niſters, appears not to be to thoſe Miniſters, who are 
maintaing the run down Cauſe of the Church of Sce/- 
land, but to them, who oy declining fo ſaſt, ** 
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of Preaching, and Writing about the Government of 


formerly looked on as lax on that Head, how to laugh 


Fruits of Mr. Whitefield's trafficking in Scotland, ex- 


if any Miniſter, or res Chriſtians, but maintain 


Lufferers in the laſt Epiſcopal Period did not hear the 


and ſince theſe Things cannot be alledged againſt Mr. 
| Whitefield, they cannot be a Reaſon againſt Preſbyteri- 


50 


* Purity of our Reformation. For tho ſundry of the 
Mi 


niſters in Scotland, that are Followers of Mr. White- 
field, do preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation, they 
are ſo much leavened with Mr. Mhitefeld's looſę Way 
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Chriſt's Houſe; that it may make thoſe whom they 


at them, when others, I believe, are weeping in ſecret, 
at the Greatneſs of their Defection. | 
As for his reconciling us to one anothr, let the 


plain this. It is evident to any unbiaſſed Obſerver, that 


their old pieſbyterian Principles, and caution their Hear- 
ers, and Neighbours, agaigſit theLooieneſs of Mr. M bhite- 
feeld's Principles, his Followers breathe forth ſuch a malig- 
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. nant Spirit, as that they cannot keep in common Terms 


of Diſcretion with their Miniſters, and honeſt Neigh - f 
bours; and inſtead of reconciling People to their Mini- n 
ſters, and to one another, they are diſaffected to Mini- ¶ th 
ſters, who preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation, and I li, 
maintain their Principles, and look with a jealous and al 


invidious Eye on their Neighbours, if they coun E 


ſuch. | 

Sir, it is more than Time, that I ſhould draw to 2 
Condufion of this Miſſive, the Length of which hath 
exceeded far my Deſign, when I began to write you 
but leaſt you charge me on Breach of my Promiſe, ta 
take Notice of the Apologiſt's third Reaſon, why our 


Curates, I proceed now to it, as you have it p. 12. the 
Subſtance of which turns upon the Immorality of the 
Curates Lives, and the Unſoundneſs of their Doctrine; 


ans hearing him, as the Apologiſt pleads. 
But admitting both theſe were true, there are Abun- of 


dance of Reaſons beſides, that the embracing of his Iſer 
Miniſtry, as the Matter is ſtated by the Apologiſt, is pac 
not to be juſtified, by any real Preſbyterian. 


Eſpe- 


Fl 


—· 
Eſpecially, if Mr. V hitefiell's own printed Performan- 
ces give Diſcoveries of Enthuſiaſm, daring Preſum« 


ption, and popiſh Superſtition in his Religion; Un- 
ſoundneſs, and Inconfiſtency, in his Doctrine; Immo- 
rality, and Irregularity in his Life, and Conduct. You 
ſee, I ſtate theſe Things, in a Way of Suppofition ; 
and if there be no Ground for them, from his printed 
Performances, let his Orthodoxy, and moral Character, 
Rand fair for me; but if his own Words, and Deeds, 
recorded in his Prints, bring forth more than preſump- 
tive Evidence againſt him, the Apologiſt will find him 
caſten by the Reaſon our Forefathers had againſt hear- 
ing the Curates: Should there be but a preſumptive 
Evidence, he ſtands rejected by the Apoltle, i Tim. 3, 
2, 7. A Biſnp mull be blamel:ſs, and have d good Re- 

t of them who are without. 

If I had ſeen ſundry of his Performances, which L 
find have come under the Survey of abler Hands, I 
might make a very large Collection of many Things, 
that look very unfavourably upon Mr. Vhitefield's Re- 
ligion, Orthodoxy; and moral Character; but I muſt 
abridge much of what I might offer, being long ſince 
wearied of the Subject. | 

When I ſay, that his own printed Performances, re- 
preſent him, in his Religion, and religous Experiences, 
as enthuſiaſtical, daringly preſumptuous, and popiſhly 
ſuperſtitious, I hope, he ſhall not have the Advantage 
againſt me, which he hath againſt a Prelate of his own. 
Church; he ſhall not find me quaryelling, as enthuh- 
altical, the inſuperable Work of the Spirit of God, in 
the Regeneration and Converſion of a Sinner, of the 
precious Doctrine of Juſtification. freely, by Grace, 


Fthrough the Faith of Chniſt, as the Lord our Righte- 


oiſneſs; I wiſt that Mr. Whitefield's Sermons had 
nothing in them, inconſiſtent with theſe Truths. 

I am not to undertake a tedious Diſpute on the Head 
of Enthuſiaſm, but I may adventure to give this De- 
(cription of it; which may explain it to very mean Ca- 
pacites; that it is a ſtrong and fervent religouslike 
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Impreſſion upon a Perſon, without any Thing of Rea- 


C 

ſon or Revelation, to account for it, or to ſupport it. 
From which Deſcription, or Definition, we may ſee, 
that we are not to call every one an Enthufiaſt, who may 
be wrong in his Principles; or who uſes miſtaken Ar- 
guments to explain, and maintain them; becauſe theſe 
Reaſons appear good to him, and he doth not aſſert, or 
maintain any Thing merely, becauſe he is Varmly im- 
preſſed with it, but pleads his Reaſons, ſuch as they are, 
for it. | | | 
It Mr. WWizzefield, in the Account of God's dealings 
with his Soul, or in any other of his printed Performan- 
ces, can purge himſelf of Enthuſiaſm, as I have deſcri- 
bed it. 1 ſhall not charge it upon him, merely becauſe 
of miſtaken Principles, maintained by. unconcluding 

Arugments. 
It is not in my Power to know, when, os by what 
Means, Mr. Whitefield was converted, for all the regu- 
lar Method he pretends to lay down in accounting of it. 


I find him, p. 10: of the Edinburgh Impreſſion of the 


Account of God's Dealings with his Soul, enjoying 
reat Foretaſtes of God's Love, and once in Saint 
Feber Church, filled with unſpeakable Raptures, that 
ſays he, I was carried out beyond my ſelf; and p. 11. 
tho' I had taſted of his Love, my Heatt was far from 
him. Now how knew he that this was the Love of 
God? Since all this Time unconverted, and that the 
carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God? How could this 
be the Love of God, that was in him? Or if it was 
the Flaſhes, that may be with a temporary Believer, 
by what Means came they? Will it ſatisfy, to tell the 
World, that he felt it, and yet give no Account of the 

Means ? | 
P. 15. He tells us, © That for a twelve Month, he 
went on in a Round of Duties, receiving the Sacra- 
ment monthly, faſting frequently, c. p. 16. and 
when he was at the Univerſity, he found the Benefit 
of the Foundation he had laid in the Country far a 
„holy Life, and yet p. 18. he tells us, that till that 
Treatiſe, the Life of God in the Soul of Man, fell 
6 into 


” i q _—- 
er» C33 -) 


at. WW © was, and that he muſt be a new Creature. Mr. 
be, Whitefield indeed appears to have his converſional Ex- 
ay periences formed much on that Book, which ſpeaks of 
\r- being exerciſed to Gydlineſs in Order to our being Par- 
ele IM takers of the new Nature. 


or P. 22. How knew he, or how could it be, that it 


m- | was the Favour of God, that Jifted him up with ſenſible 
re, Devotion, eſpecially at the bleſſed Sacrament, before 
Religion took Root in his Heart? What was the Na- 
gs ture of his ſenſible Devotion and Upliftings, before he 
an- was convinced, that he behobved to beenc wed, e're he 
Tl- I could fee God? RE WY 
uſe From p. 24. to 33. we find him, with an inward 
ng | Weight on his Breatt, attended with inward Darkneſs, 
feeling great Heavings in his Body, that he was fully 
hat convinced, that Satan had as real Poſſeſſion and Power 
gu- over his Body, as he had once over Job's. (Mr. White 
it. #-/7 ſhould have diſtinguiſhed between the Power Satan 
the got to afflict Job's Body, and Satan's poſſeſſing his Bdy,) 
to ſuch a- Degree of Influence, that p. 23. his Tutor 
concluded, he was mad; he continues Tong iu this Con- 
dition, mixing his pop Cuſtoms p. 28. with Duties 
of Religion; and notwithitanding ot his Darkneſs, and 
Poſſeſſion by Satan, p. zo. he continues receiving the 
Sacrament, p. 31. finding Grace in an affecting Man- 
ner, and abundant Meaſure, ſometimes imparted to his 
Soul; tho?” all this while, I hope he doth not pretend to 
be converted, becauſe after this Time of Tenation, he 
er, ſays, p. 33, © The Star which I bad ſeen ata Dillance 
the before, began to appear again, and the Day Star a- 
the © roſe in my Heart. Now did the Spirit of God take 
** Poſſeſſion of my Soul, and as I humbly hope, feal 
he me unto the Day of Redemption.” Had he been 
ra: converted before; to be ſure the Spirit had taken Poſſeſ- 
nd fon of his Soul. 
efit Let us take a View of the enthufiaſtick Account of 
ra his Oatgate from his Diſtreſs, and the Grounds of his 
Joy and Gladneſs, P. 33. © One Day perciving an 


fell F © uncommen Drouzht, and a diſagreeable clammi- 


nte D 3 e neſs 


into his Hand, he never knew. what true Religion 
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6. neſs in my Mouth, and Aſing Thidgs to-allay my 
“ Thirſt, it was ſuggeſted] to me, that when Jeſus 
«« Chriſt cried out, I thirſt, his Sufferings were near at 
an End. Upon which I caſt my ſelf down on my 
Bed, crying out, I thirſt, I thirſt. _ Soon after this, 
6] found and felt in my ſelf, that I was delivered 
* from the Burden, that had ſo heavily oppreſſed me. 
** The Spirit of mourning "_ taken from me, and I 
* knew what it was truly to rejoice in God my Savi- 
** our, and for ſome Time could not avoid ſinging 
*© Pſalms wherever I was.” Of his Account, this looks 
the likeſt to Satan's caſting out Satan, as Page 25, that 
can be; he gets free of bodily Diſtreſs ; upon this, he 
hath Joy and Gladneſs ; ſpeaks he one Word of get- 
ting free from the Bondage of Corruption, in this re- 
markable Deliverance? It is true, he mentions Joy, 
and ſpeaks of the Days of his Mourning bein ended ; 
but what was the Cround of his Joy Ile ks of 
Tejoicing in God his Saviour; but from what Experi- 
ence ſuitable to the Word, did he fetch this Joy? or 
on what Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt ſuitable to his Caſe, 
fince it 1s not till ſometime hereafter, Page 37. 38, 
that he is inſtructed in the Knowledge of the neceſſity 
of Juſtification by Faith only ? He felt Joy, and he 
can give no other Account of it, but he felt it; he is 
ſure he hath got the Spirit of Adoption, but alas, it 
is before he is inſtructed in the Knowledge of Juſtifica- 
tion by Faith alone, He ſometimes ſpeaks confuſedly 
of Heart Evils, as Page 32, but gives he any ſolid 
{criptural Account of his Deliverance from theſe ? He 
free of his bodily Preſſure, and finds a Rapture of 
Fr, and therefore concludes that the Spirit of God 
had taken Poſſeſſion of his Soul. | . 

If Mr. Whitefel's. Votaries will date his Converſion, 
from what he ſays, Page 19. that upon reading (that 
Arminian Book, The Life of Ged in the Soul of Man, 
*« a Ray of divine Light was inſtantaneouſly darted in 


upon my Soul, and from that Moment, and not till 
then, did I know that I muſt be a new Creature.“ 
If then he was mace a new Creature, then the Spirit 


of 


20 


BBR 
of God had taken he? of him, but this he afferts 
not,” till his Deliverance in Page 33. 

His blind enthuſiaſtical Proceeding in his religious 


Matters, doth further manifeſt it ſelf, by his daring, 


and preſumptuous Expreſſions and Aſſertions, concern- 
ing himſelf ; of which, I ſhall only ſtay to give you 
ſome Inſtances. | 


It is the Duty of every true Chriſtian, to be a Fol- - 


lower of Chriſt ; but Preſumption, to pretend to be like 
him in every Circumſtance of his Sufferings. Tho“ 
Chriſt was born in a Manger, his Mother Deng from 
her own Home; that gave Mr. Whitefield no Likneſs 
to his Saviour, Page 5. that he the Son of an Inn- 
keeper, was born in an Inn; the Children of ſuch, 


are not always the likeſt to their Saviour. I know no 


ument for influencing a religious Life, that can 

be drawn from being an Inn-keeper's Son, more than can 
be drawn from occupying the 'Trade of a Carpenter, 
becauſe our Lord wrought in that Buſineſs, Mart 6. 3. 
How preſumptuous aud miſtaken is Mr. Vhitęfield's 


Concluſion, © That God loved him with an everlaſt- 


ing Love, Page 7. and ſeparated him from his Mo- 
« ther's Womb, for the Work to which he afterwards 
** called him, becauſe he found early Movings of the 
« Spirit on his Heart?” Have not many had ſtrong 


common Motions of the Spirit on their Hearts, that 


never were converted? And others, tho' afterwards 
converted, were never called to the Work of the Mi- 
3 | | 
While the Holy Spirit had not yet taken Poſſeſſion 


of his Soul; as Page 33. how deluſive and preſumptu- _ 


ous for him to ſay, that he grew in Favour with 
“God and Man?” He is always fond to arrogate to 
himſelf ſome great Thing ſpoken of our Saviour, not 
the likelieſt Way of following him in his Humility, 
as he pretends, Page 24. But how could he grow in 


Favour with God, who was not yet reconciled? Or 
how could he be ſure of this, who to uſe his own - 


Words, Page 33. had fey the Star but at a Dil: 


it tance, and before the Day Star aroſe in his Heart.“ 
: 24 - Hecaws 
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Becauſe Page 29. Mr. Whitefield did chooſe a foli- 
tary Walk, how preſumptuous for him to pretend 
thereby to imitate Chriſt, who was among wild Beaſts 


when tempted? Or had there been ſomething in his 


Practice like that State our Lord was in, when driyen 
iato the Wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil; was 
it his Duty to have made a voluntary Choice of 
Temptation? Whente could this be ſuggeſted to him? 
Not ſurely from the Spirit of Chriſt, nor from any 
Principle of ſolid Reaſon that can be pretended. | 

Time ſhould fail me, to run through, and to Re- 
mark upon all the odd, and preſumptuous Things, 
that are in che Account of God's Dealings with his 
Soul; but let me mention one Inſtance more, Page 38. 
The holy Spirit from Time to Time, has led me 

« into the Kaowledge of divine Things, and 1 have 
been directed by watching and reading the Scripture 
in this Manner, even in the minuteſt Circumſtances, 
* as plainly ag the [Zews were, when conſulting 
* the Urim and Thummim at the high Prieſt $ 
«© Breaſt.” 

I wiſh Mr. Vfiieſeli believed and held as I * 
the Scriptures to be the only Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners; but yet I do not ſay, that the Scriptures were 
deſigned to be a Rule in the minuteſt Circumſtances, 
no not in the minuteſt Circumſtances of divine Thi 
I chooſe rather to ſpeak in the Words of the excellent 
Wefiminiier Confeſſion, Chap. 1. Sect 6. There are 
** ſome Circumſtances concerning the Worſhip of God, 
« and Government of the Church, common to hu- 
„ man Actions and Societies, which are to be ordered 
** by the Light of Nature, and chriſtian Prudence, 
according to the general Rules of the Word; which 
are always to be obſerved.” Now if Mr. WWhitefeld 
could ſay no more to my ſelf, for proving the twenti- 
eth Article, concerning Rites and Ceremonies from 
the Word, but et a!/ Things be done decently and in Or- 
der, as he hath failed to prove the thirty nine Articles 
by tae Scripture, as Page 44. of the former Book. of 
his, bo is he far from proving the mi nuteſt Circum- 

ances, 


TT) 


ſtances, for let Rites and Ceremonies of Man's Appoint: 


ment be but Circumſtances, he can adduce no Scrip- 
ture for theſe Circumſtances, but ſince they are a Part 
of Worſhip, he fails notoriouſly in his Proof; tho“ he 
daringly pretends to be led on by the Spirit in the mi- 
nuteſt Circumſtances, and as plainly as the Fears were, 
when conſulting the Urim and 'Thummim. But what 


need I mention the Article about Rites; and Ceremo- 


nies, when, notwithſtanding of this pretended Meaſore 
of the Spirit, he hath preached and printed fo much 
unſound Doctrine, that in anſwer to fome Queries put 
to him in PenSkuania, he profeſſes a Retraction of ſome 
Points; there had been no need of ſuch Retractions, if 
the Spirit had as plainly led and directed him in the 
Knowledge of divine Things, as the Jenes were, when 
conſulting the Urim and Thummim. I ſhall not in 
my Allowances, go ſtraitly to Work with Mr: White- 
Field, I ſhall allow him all the Improvements and Mea- 
ſures to which he hath preſently attained, and the Ad- 
vantage of all his Convictions and Retractions; will he 
ay, that he is as plainly guided, And certainly. inftruct- 
ed as yet in the Meaſures ne takes, as the [Zews were 
when conſulting the Urim and Thummim; by whichGod 
gave a preſent Revelation of his Mind and Will to that 
People ? And tho” the Scriptures are a perfect Rule of 
Faith and Manners, yet confidering our Ignorance in 
the imperfect State, and how liable we are to miſtake 
that Rule, will Mr. bitefield pretend to underſtand” 
the Mind of God in the Scriptures, as plainly and cer- 
tainly, as the Jess did the extraordinary Revelation 
by Urim and Thummim ? His Pretenſions to this, diſ 
cover a Spirit of Deluſion. | | 
How caring and preſumptuous is it for Mr. M Hite- 
feli to ſay, as he doth in his Journal, Feb. 4. 1730. 
Now I know that I received the Holy Ghoſt at the 


*« Impoſition of Hands, for I feel it as much as Elba 
10 did when Elijab dropped his Mantle, Lay others Tee 


it alſo. . 


Since Mr. Whitefield hath not thought fir to Five" 
any Anſwer to many of the Queſtions put to kim in 
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remain unanſwered. 

1. Whether the giving of the Holy Ghoſt by the 
| Impoſition of Hands, was not an extraordinary Gift, 
and now long ago ceaſed? 

2. Can any ſuppoſe, that the extraordinary Gifts 
and Operations of God's Spirit, are ſo ſenſibly felt, or 
carry with them ſo clear a Demonſtration, as the ex 
traordinary ones did to the Prophets ? Or how could 
Mr. Whiteficld compare his feeling to Elba? To 
which, let me add. 


on of the Hands of the Biſhop? Are we to believe, 
(tho' in ordainipg Prieſts, the Biſhop ſays, receive the 
Holy Ghoſt,) that the Holy Ghoſt is given by the Im- 
poſition of his Hands; eſpecially in ſuch a Meaſure, 

s was beſtowed. on Ele ? 


was not to pretend to Perfection in Holineſs, but was 


ſerved from Error in his prophetical Commiſſion ? If 
ſo, how fooliſh and preſumptuous is it in Mr. #+:te- 
Jietd, to tell the World, that he felt the Holy Ghoſt 
as much as Elia did, when Elijah dropped his Man- 
tle ; when yet, after ſuch an extraordinary Receipt, he 
goes fo. miſerably wrong in executing his miniſterial 
Commiſſion; and preaches ſo very much unſound Doc- 
trine? 

He goes on with his bold preſumptuous Words, in 
His Farewel Sermon at Edinburgh, Octeber 1741. And 
in his Letter to Mr. Cennicth, Number 31. of his week- 


« People's Hoſpital, was really very wonderful, the 
« Holy Ghoſt came down like a mighty ruſhing 
Wind. * We read of the like, 42s ii. 2. upon the 


ees come ſhort in all reſpects of that Manifeſtation, it 
wuſt be added to the Number of his blind and daring 


0 
——— 1 mall 0 of them, that 


3. How could others know, that, Mr. Whitefield had 
received ſuch a Meaſure of the Spirit, by the laying - 


4. Altho' Eljba endued with the ſanctifying Spirit, 


2 Man of like Paſſions; even as others; was he not en- 
dued with the Spirit in ſuch a Meaſure, as to be pre- 


ly Hiſtory, he ſays, the Preſence of God at the old 


extraordinary Effuſion of the Spirit; but as his Eviden- 


Aſſertions, | 
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flertions, of which, he is not like to be eaſily cured ; 
the Diſeaſe you» upon him, a ſmall Volume might 
be 4 * or illuminating his Character in this one 


Poirft alone; and therefore I ſhall proceed with one 
Inſtance mere from his Letter, dated Edinburgh, June 


4th 1742. to his dear Brother Abbot, © As ſoon as I 
« was on Shore, the Holy Spirit filled my Soul.” 
Going to ſee ſome Perſons, he ſays, The Holy Ghoſt 
i overſhadowed us.” Luke i. 35. ſnews on what Oc- 
caſion, that Expreſſion was ufed. Mr. Mhitefield ſpeaks 


confidently of extraordinary Meaſures of the Spirit in 


otkers, as well as in himſelf, but what are the extraor- 
dinary Effects? Work they Miracles? Speak they 
with Tongues? If a Huſh of Attention in hearing a 
moving Diſcourſe were Warrand to ſay, That the Spi- 
rit came down like the ruſhing of a mighty Wind, 
yea, add ſome Emotion among the People, many Mi- 
riſters might have pretended ſuch Things, before Mr. 
Whitefield was heard tell of; but we have not ſo lear- 
ned Chriſt, nor dare we ſpeak in ſuch a preſumptuous 
Manner of the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt. _ 

But whatever be the Meaſure of the Spirit beſtowed . 


on him, or whatever be the Spirit, by which he is 


led, we find him in the Account of God's Dealings. 
with his Soul, Popiſhly Superſtſtious; and no Wonder, 


conſidering how much he hath dealt with popiſh Au- 
thors, who, I am afraid are but too dear to him, and 
his Commendations of them, are too ſtrong ; not te, 


beget a Suſpicion. 


As for his holy Seaſon of Lent, p. 32. and the Ob- 
ſervation thereof, I ſhall not ſtay to ſhew, how much- 


the Church of Eng/and and he, do ſymboliſe with Pa- 
piſts in that and other Things ; but I am yet to be in- 
ſtructed in it, if ever the Church of England taught, 
that ſuch Popi/6 Pennances, as a patched Gown and 
dirty Shoes, were Means to promote the ſpiritual Life, 


as Mr. Whitefeldfays, p. 26. they were to him, ?ltho*- 
he tells us, © I was convinced that the Kingdom of 


Gad did not conſiſt in Meats and Drinks, yet I re- 
*« folutel * perfiſted in theſe voluntary Acts of Self-de- 
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« nial.” Sure Jam, the Means for promoting the ſpl 
ritual Life, do belong to the Kingdom of God; tho! 
frankly own that a patched Gown and dirty Shoes, dy 
not, nor are Means in any Reſpect, for promoting the 
Spiritual Life; but I leave him to be directed as to the 
Means of the Spiritual Life, to Kempis, and Caflaniza, 
his darling Authors. But this inſenſible Way of intro- 
ducing Popi/þ Pennances and Cuſtoms, do add. to the 
Saſpicion of his being a Romi/b Emiſſary, and that the 
Methodifts are carrying on the Deſigns of Rome ; which 
- Suſpicion will not be removed, tho” many of them 
ſhould not know ſo much ; for whoever pleaſes to con- 
- ſult the ſecret Iuſtructions of the Jeſuites, printed at 
London 1723. will find it a Knack of that ſubtile Body 
to employ Inftruments in ſuch a Way; and it hath been 
obſerved of Mr. Vhiteſeld, that tho' now and then, 
he gives a blind Scream againſt other Hereticks, and 
erroneous Perſons, the Papiſls come ſeldom in his Way, 
tho? fince they much prevail, it is needful to take much 
Notice of them. . . ae I” 
But next, let us ſee what is to be ſaid to the Unſound- 
neſs and Inconſiſtency of Mr. hitefield's Doctrine. I 
mall not offend him nor his Friends, by calling his 
whole Doctrine diabolical; yet it will not entitle him to 
the Character of a Preacher of the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that he preaches many precious Truths. Pa- 
piſts and very groſs Hereticks do that, and ſome of the 
worſt of Books, have yet ſome excellent Stroaks in 
them; yea it is the Art ofthe old Serpent, who can 
transform himſelf into an Angel of Light, to lay ſome 
dangerous Error beſide ſome precious Truth, that the 
one may not be ſuſpected in the Neighbourhood of the 
other ; by which Means, there are too Many that take 
all in a Lump, by not eſpying the Snake in the Graſs ; | 
nor ſuſpecting Danger at their Hands, who appear zea- 
lous for ſome Points of Truth, who, before they are 
2ware, are taken off their Feet. | 
Altho' Mr. Whitefield pretended to my ſelf, after he 
had heard me preach againſt ſundry of his Errors, that 
if IJ had ſeen his Anſwers to the Penſilvanian Queries, 
| | | containing 


C 66 

containing his retradt 3 ae to be w 
in his Doctrine, I wo i not have preached ſq my 
bim; pet now, that it is ſome conſiderable 
ſince I have read his Anſwers to thoſe Queries, I beit 
6nd him aufwering all that was on juſt Grounds except- 
ed againſt him, nor in all wherein he anſwers, giyi 
Satisfaction either by his Anſwers, or after Practice; 
but as there are 8 Things of Importance, 1 
and ſince, exceptionable in his Doctrine, that are 


contained, yea in ſome Inſtances could not be contain- | 


ed in the Penſiluanian Remarks, I ſhall after I have 
ſhown the Unſatisfactorineſs of his Anſwers to theſe, 
condeſcend upon other Iriſtances of the Unſoundneſs, ang, 
Inconſiſtency of his Doctrine and Principles. 

The Penflvanian Queriſts, juſtly quarrel Mr. White- 
feld for ſay ing, That Adam was adorned with all the 
Perfections of the Deity.” Altho” they juſtly alle w 
his Correction to be leſs exceptionable, wiz, That he 


„ was adorned with all the moral communicable Per- 


« fections of the Deity.” But they as juſtly query 
ſtill, if this Correction may not be further corrected 2. 
For is it not evident, that even the communicable Per- 
fections of the Deity, are not properly communicated to 
his Creatures; for what is there in the Creature but a 
created Quality, that bears a dark Reſemblance of thoſe 
PerfeQions, which in God are Effential ? 

Mr. Whitefield having correQed what he had ſaid, of 
Men's depending on their own Righteouſneſs, and not 


on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ed to, and inhe - | 
rent in them, thus; © I would expreſs, myſelf in this 


% Manner, who have neither Chriſt's Righteouſneſs im- 
puted to them for Juſtification in the Sight, nor Ho- 
* lineſs wrought in their Souls, as the Conſequence. of 
„that, in Order to make them meet for the Enjoy-. 
ment of God,” The Queriſts juſtly reply, that te. 
depend on Chriſt's Righteouſneſs inherent in us, 
ſmells of rank Antinomianiſm : If it ſhall be. faid, 
there was no more intended than inherent Holineſs ; to 
depend on this in Part, and on.Chriſt's Ri 
Fart, would be trys Arminian or Papiſh ialect ; and 
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therefore deſerved at Mt. Witefield's Hand, as black 
a Stroke of falſe Divinity, to be put upon it, as what 
he had preached before of joining our Tears with the 
Blood of Chriſt, to waſh away the Guilt of Sin. I can- 
not but obſerve, how ſuperficially Mr. Vpitefiell an- 
ſwers this Point. To avoid all Miſtakes, I would 
« expreſs myſelf in this Manner.” Theſe Words look 
not like one much affected with uttering ſo much falſe 

Divinity. 
It is to be obſerved that with the ſame Air of Indiffe. 

' rence, he corrects his Words, That we muſt be new 

« Creatures, in order to qualify us for being ſavingly in 
« Chriſt,” ſaying read, For qualifying us fot living 
« eternally with Chriſt.” Theſe are Words of a very 

different Meaning. Is this the Spirit leading him into the 
Knowledge of divine Things, according to the Scrip- 
tures in the minuteſt Circumſtances; as plainly as the 
Jeaus were when conſulting the Vim and Yummim 
What can be plainer than 2 Cor. v. 17. That the new 
Creature is the Evidence of Ingraftment to Chriſt, and 
the Effect of his regenerating Spirit? I do not complain 
of Mr. Mhitefieli's cenſuring Arch-Biſhop T:/lot/on, who, 
(whatever were his other excellent Qualites, an Armi- 
nian to be ſure he was) who intitles one of his Books, 
on the Nature of Regeneration, and its Neceſſity, in 
order to our Juſtification and Salvation; yet, tho“ Mr, 

Whitefield, now that he is found Fault with for the 

ſame Doctrine, preached by that Prelate, makes a paſ- 

fing Correction, what ſhall be thought of him, who 
was preaching und publiſhing the ſame Doctrine to the 

World, for Which he was condemning another? 

When Mr. Whitefield corrects that Expreſſion, 

« 'The Man Chriſt Jeſus is ſpiritually formed in your 

* Hearts.” I would alter it thus, That Chriſt is 

formed within you; he takes no Notice of an Ex- 

preſſion of the ſame Import, cenſured by the Queriſts, 
viz. © That Jeſus Chriſt as the Seed of the Woman 

* who bruiſed the Serpent's Head, by his Obedience 

« and Suffering, was ſpiritually conceived in the Heart 

of Eve, till he huddle it in with another Thing. 

How 


forth. To which it 1s well 


j ( . 63 | 5 
How contradictory to Truth, & inconſiſtent with 
himſelf is Mr. Vbitefſeld, in his Sermon on the Indwel- 
ling of the Spirit; when tho? in one Part of it, he ſays, 
« That we muſt actually receive the holy Ghoſt e'er 
« we can ſay, that we truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt;” 
yet in another Part of it, he ſays, © For notwithſtanding 
© that you are all now ſunk into the Nature of the 
« Beaſt, and the Devil, yet, if you truly helieve in 
« Jeſus Chriſt, you ſhall receive the quickning Spirit 
« promiſed in the Text, and be reſtored to the glorious 
« Liberty of the Sons of God.” Upon this, the Que- 
riſts do well remark, ** Doth not Mr. Whitefeld in 
this laſt Clauſe ſeem to make true Faith an anteco- 
« dent Condition, to be performed by them in Order 
« to receive the quickning Spirit?” Tho” I am far 
from making the whole Duty of Man my Confeſſion of 
Faith, and am of Opinion, that it is a dangerous Book, 
and falls vaſtly ſhort of the Title, I cannot but allow 
the Queriſts Quotation from it to be better Divinity, 
than this of Mr. Whitefeld. Says the whole Duty of 
Man, Chriſt was to enable us, or give us Strength, 
% to do what he requires of us, Says Mr. Whitefield, 
We muſt believe e're we receive the quickning Spi- 
„ ; 

Mr. Whitefield inſtead of retracting this Error, goes 
about to juſtify it, and thinks to reconcile the jarring” 
Expreſſions in that Sermon, from the Words of Paul to 
the Epheſians, After ye balieved, ye were ſealed by the 
Spirit of Promiſe. Might you not as reaſonably blamed 
Jeſus Chriſt, for ſaying to a dead Man, Lazarus come 
replied by the Queriſts. That 
« the Aim of the Apoſtle to the Epheſians, is to ſhew, 
„ that they had attained Aſſurance by the Spirit's 
Sealing, not at their firſt Converſion, but after they 
'* believed, thereby ſignifying, that Faith of Adhe- 
« rence may be prior, not only in Order, but in Time 
to that of Aſſurance ; the Exerciſes of the Faith of 
* Adherence being the Means of their receiving a far- 
ther Degree of the Spirit, to beget in them Faith of 
* Aſſurance, which is the Effect of his ſealing Work ? 

« Ft 


: 


It were monſtruoys FA my to infer; that they had 
not received the Spirit in his Sanctifying Influence, 
before they believed. As to Chriſt's commanding 
% Lazarus to come forth, Chriſt had Power to wok! 
« the Miracle; and was exerting his Power in this In-. 
c ſtance at that Time. And for an other who hath notfl «+ 
the ſame Power, to uſe his Words in the like Caſe, ] 
„ would be as ridiculous, as Mahomet's commanding 
« the Mountain to come to him, whereas, after al, 
„ Mahomet was obliged to go to the Mountain.” II I 
there were need to add any Thing to theſe Anſwen ! 
J might remark, that Mr. J/h:tgfield cannot juſtifyſl «+ 
himſelf by our Lord's Words to Lazarus, unleſs out 
Lord had bid Lazarus act Life, before he gave hin 
Life, or bad bid him rite from the dead by his ou 
Power. | Ny £ 
However, ſays Mr. Vebitefeld, inſtead of quickningf} © 
Spirit, let it be read © ſanctifying Spirit.” What dot], 
that amend the Matter, unleſs he had been ſpeakiug of | © 
them who were already renewed by the Spirit? Bu“ 
his Speech is of them, who, as yet have not the Spirit, 
and are half Brute, half Devil, and who, upon theirf} * 
believing, are to receive the Spirit, and to be reſtored} < 
* to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God.“ I carl «+ 
make no Account of Mr. V4itehcld's charging the 
Queriſts, as arguing unclearly on this Head, unleſs iii 
was to excuſe himſelf at the Hand of his blind Vo-f| © 
taries, for not ſaying more upon it; ſince the Queriſ * 
expreſs themſelves in a moſt intelligible Manner. 00 
The Queriſts juſtly quarrel what Mr. Vhiigfela hath l 
uttered in the former Sermon, that baptiſing in the 
Name of the Father, Oc. might be tranſlated, into the] 
Nature of the Father into the Nature of the Son, and into! 
the Nature of the Holy Ghoſt. What ſay the Queriſt, | © 
can be meant by baptiſing Men into the Nature of the 
Father, &c. unleſs it be regenerating Men? If fo ff © 
can one Man regenerate another? How then could, 
this Commiſſion be fulfilled? If the Prieſt can fulflf : 
this Commiſſion in this Senſe of it, why may he not} | 
as well turn the Bread and Wine in the ↄthet dacrament - 
inte the Body and Blood of Chriſt ? All 


SY 
, 6 


hudled in with it, is, we àre made Partakers of the 
divine Nature. Theſe Words (in the Lord's Prayer) 
may be leſt out; tho' if the Word (Name) ſignifies 
“God's Attributes, why, may it not ſignify his Eſ- 
« ſence? What are God's Attributes but God himſelf ?*? 


£6 
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Any one may fee, that there is no Retractation here, 


nor any Anſwer to theſe important Queries put to him. 
To whoſe Anſwer, 


the (Queriity# do well reply, By 
the Texts of Scripture you cite, you ſecm plainly 
to grant, that by our being baptiſed into the Nature 
of the Trinity, you intend our being made Partakers 
of the divine Nature, 7. e. our being regenerated : 
And therefore we ſhall aſs, whether this Commiſſion 
impowers and authoriſes Miniſters to regenerate the 
Perſons baptiſed by them? If fo, would it not be a 
2 to baptiſe the unregenerate? And would 
it not be a needleſs Work to baptiſe one already re- 
Nor do we fee that your leaving out 


enerated ? 
« Hheſe Words (in the Lord's Prayer) doth affect the 


cc 


ce 


41 
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* chriſted with Chriſt? 


Matter any whit for the better. And tho' we ſtand 
without wavexing to our Conceſſion, that by God's 

Name in the Lord's Prayer, is ſigniſied God's Attri- 
butes, Titles, Ordinances, Words and Works, and 
every Thing by which God maketh himſelf known # 
yea, letit be-granted further, that God's Attributes, 
eſſentially conſidered, do ſignify his Eſſence, for what 
are God's Attributes in the Senſe aforeſaid, but God 
himſelf? Is this Rope enough to remove the Ab- 
ſurdity? Can a Miniſter baptiſe Men into the Eſ- 
ſence of God ? Will not this lead Men into the old 
Antinomian Cant, of being godded with God, and 
If this be not the native Ten- 
dency of this Chain of arguing, will any Body tell 
us, what Uſe can be made öf the Arguments uſed 
here? But hereby, when we ſpeak of God's At- 


tributes, as one of the Things by which God maketh 


himſelf known to us; we do not conſider them but as 


r>vealed in his Word, and do _ in his Works; in 
E 


ien 


All that Mr. Veiteſelè anſwers to this, after we 
have ſeparated it from his Anlwer to another Exception 
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which ſenſe they are 4 Name to us, to' know God 
by. | 

The Queriſts had the greater Reaſon to charge An- 
tinomianiſm upon him, if it be conſidered, how he ex- 
preſſes himſelf in his Letter to the Societies, reprinted 
this Year at Edinburg, without any Correction of what 
may warrant this Charge againit ham ; p. 10. 11.“ For 
*© unleſsa Man be born again from above, and made 
a Partaker of the divine Nature, by the Indwelling 
** of God's holy Spirit, he can in no Ways enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven.” It Mr. Whitefield had 
{aid no more, I ſhould have applauded his Doctrine, 
as moſt true, and neceſſary Doctrine; but what adds 
he? Whoever denies this to be true in the moſt literal 
and abſolute Senſe of the Words, knows nothing as 
he ought to know.“ If by the In-dwelling of the 
Spirit, a Man be Partaker of the divine Nature, im the 
moſt real, literal and abſolute Senſe ; What elſe can 
it poſſibly mean, but that the Man who receives the 
Spirit, becomes God. I wiſh Mr. Wh:ztefe!7 would 
fairly confeſs Ignorance and Raſhneſs in ſuch a groſs 
— If there be Deſign in publiſhing ſuch Prin- 
ciples, after ſo many pretenged Retractations, what a 
blaſphemous Evangeliſt muſt Mr. Whitefield be? If he 
be ready to e his Errors, ſorry I am, that ſo 
many Miniſters, and others, who are fo much devoted 


to him, ſhould not more ſtrictly inipe& what he preach- 


Jes and prints, but inſtead of this, are ſo much taken 
up in commending, and recommending him and his 
Doctrine. c 

The Penflvanian Gentlemen aſk Mr. Whitefield, 
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* 


whether or no, bis calling, praying, ſaſting, hearing, en 


reading, and the Sacraments, not only Means, but alſo 
eflential Ones too, be not Pop; Dialect? We own the 
Meaus of Grace, and Uſe of them, neceſſary to us, 


becauſe commanded, but canncet God ſave Men with- 

out them? 
Mr. Whiwtefeld's Amendment is like the Tinkers, 
Tho, amending one Hole, put out another; all he ſays, 
is, 
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is. after eſſential ones too, infert, If Perſons are ca- % 
«-pable of performing them.” | 
But let me here tranſcribe the Reply of the Queriſts. 
« To try the patched Pot newly mended, Sacraments 
© are eſſential Means, if Perſons are capable to per- 
form them. If ſo, what will become ot the whole 
Body of Mr. Whitefeld"s religious Quakers? Is it 
not very hard that they are al! loſt, through the in- 
« diſcermible Hole, after all the Pains of Scouring and 
* mending the cracked Pot? Is this your Kindneſs to 
your Friends? Where is Bigotry now? If Sacra- 


ments are eſſential Means, muſt it not follow, that 
all who partake of them are all ſaved, &c. Will 
it not follow that all who are capable of partairing 
of the Ordinances, are capable of performing ſome- 


thing that is eſſential to Salvation? For we muſt under- 


and that they are ſpoken of, as Means. What fay 
you now, will it quit Coſt, to be at ſo much Charge to 
ſtrivè to mend an old Pop/> Term? Or will it not 
be much better to exchange it for the true Prote/{ant 
Term, neceſſary inſtead of eſſential? For the Truth 
is, Ordinances are neceſſary, becauſe commanded, 
&c. To neglect them, when we may enjoy them, or 
deſpiſe them is a crying Sin; but if they are eſſential 
to Salvation, how could the Thief on the Croſs, or 
unbaptiſed Infants be ſaved, Sc. Is it a ſmall Mat- 
ter, thus to offend againſt God, and the Generation 
of his Children, merely for the Sake of iymoblizing 
with Papiſts in plain Error, c.?“ 

Do not the Queriſts juſtly obſerve how inconſiſtent 
. IV hirefield is with himſelf, in making Sacraments 


ng, *ſſcntial Means of Salvation, when in his Journal he 


ers, 


ys, 


is, 


nks the Notions of his Quakers in French Bay, a- 
ut walking, and being led by the Spirit, right and 
dd ; when yet they denied the Sacraments, according 
lr. Myhiteſſeld, eſſential Means of Salvation; his Correc- 
n, * to them that are capable of performing them,” 
not ſecure the Salvation of his ſpiritual Quakers, 
e they who deny an eſſential Mean of Salvation, 
not in a Capacity of performing it, and finte they 
| E 2 | deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe an eſſential Mean of Salvation, what Spirit 
walk they by? By what Spirit are they guided. 
Surely not by the Spirit of God. In whatever high. 
Efteem their Spirit may be with Mr. Whitefield, II. 
am ſorry he hath ſuch a Mixture of their Spirit. « f 


I might further obſerve on his Anſwers to the Pen. 
filvanian Queries, and how much he hath neglected to 
anſwer many of them, at the Time he hath but ſuper- 
ficially anſwered the moſt of them; but this Enquiry 
{welling on my Hand, I would lay before you other 
unſound Articles, gathered from his printed Perfor- 
mances; and ſome of them but of a late Date, © 
which, I have not heard any Retractation, and in ſome h 
of which Errors, he doth with great - Aſſurance per. I 
fiſt. 10 
Ho ill muſt Mr. I hitefield be inſtructed in the chri-$ y 
ſtian Syſtem, when his Errors do affect fo great a Part 
of it? What an incanſigerate, or ill deſigning Prea- 
cher muſt he be, when, tho' in one Part of his Works, 
he would ſeem Orthodox in ſome Points; in other Part 
of them theſe are again deftroyed. 

For all the Orthodoxy he would ſometimes pretend 
about the Decrees, and God's diſtinguiſhing everlaſting: 
Love; how doth he miſtake the Matter? when p. 13 
of his Sermon on What think ye of Chriſt ? He ſays, 
The Reaſon or firſt Cauſe why the Son of God took 
on him our Nature was the Fall of our firſt Parents.” 
Far 1s it from me to ſay with the old Schoolmen, or 
with the Socinians, That Jeſus Chrift would have taken 
on him the Nature of Man, if Man had not ſinned; 
yet the firſt Cauſe was God's eternal Purpoſe of Love. 
Fohn iii. 8. 1 Pet. i. 29, 20. Eph. i. 4. Rom, vil 
30. Rom. v. 8. and many other Places. Let us hear 
our excellent FFe//minſter Confeſſion, Chap. 3. Sect. 5, 
5. Thoſe of Mankind who are predeſtinated unto 
** Life, before the Foundation of the World was laid, 
God, according to his eternal immutable Purpoſe, 
and the ſecret Council and good Pleaſure of hu 
* Will, have choſen in Chriſt to everlaſting Glory, 
'* out of his mere free Grace and Love, without any 
| ** Foreſight 
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*« Forefight of Faith or good Works, or Perſeverance 
« in either of them, or any other Thing in the Creay 
high cures, as Conditions or Cauſes moving him there- 
d, IF unto-----as God hath appointed the Ele unto Glory, 
« ſo hath he by the eternal and moſt free Purpoſe of 
MF his Will, foreordained all the Means thereunto.“ 
There cannot be any Thing plainer in Oppoſition to- 
Mr. Whitefield's Doctrine. To this agrees the Doctrine 
of the Church of England in their ſeventeenth Ar- 
icle. © Predeſtination to Life, is the everlaſting Pur - 
poſe of God, (whereby before the Foundations of 
„ Off the World were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by 
ſome his Council Secret to us, to deliver from Curſe and 

per- Damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt 

FF outof Mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt to e- 
chri-F verlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels, made to Honour.” 
As Mr. Whitefield hath thus preached erroneouſly 
-Foncerning the firſt Cauſe of Chriſt's aſſuming the hu- 
an Nature, ſo hath he done the ſame concerning the 
Revelation of the eternal Deſign and Purpoſe of Grace, 
hen p. 1. of his Sermon on the Eternity of Hell Tor- 


pirit 


tendinents, he ſays, © The Excellency of the Goſpel Diſ- 
ſting f penſation is evidenced by nothing more, than theſe 
13. Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments it offers to the 


lays Choice of its Profeſſors.” How greedily would a 
took penn ſwallow down this Doctrine, or any others 
nts. ho deny the Satisfaction of Chgiſt? Doth not the 
„ OfWxcellency of the Goſpel Diſpenſation ly in the glad 
idings of great Joy, that to us is born a Saviour, 3 
ned eſus the Lord; that he hath ſhed his Blood, and | 
oe nade Peace by his Death? I allow all Regard to 
de Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments, revealed in 
hearie Word; but where ſhoula be the Reward, if there 
had not been Attonement? What Choice ſhould Go- 
pel Profeſſors make, if there were not a regenerating 
Vork of the Spirit, determing them? And there- 
pole, Wore by theſe, more than any Thing elfe, the Excel- 
f hiency of the Goſpel Diſpenſation is evidenced. 
ory. Doth Mr. Whitefield broach Miſtakes upon the 


amppecree, and the Revelation of the Purpole of Grace! 
ſight E 3 He 
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He doth ſo alſo, and that in a moſt dangerous Wy 
upon the Means of our partaking of Grace. 1 
Whitefield lays ſometimes the moſt dangerous Erro 
befide ſome very precious Truth. We find hin 
P. 11. of his Sermon on Self-denial, ſpeaking aboy 
our being ſpiritually dead, and that the Power of raj 
fing the ſpiritually dead, belongeth only to God 
but he daſhes all down again, Pag. 15. When Jeſu 
* 1s about to take Poſſeſſion of a converted Sinner 
« Heart, Self-denial like Fob» the Baptiſt muſt pre 
pare the Way before him.” Here a ſtrange Potch 
a Sinner converted, and Chriſt not as yet poſſeſſing hi 
Heart; a Sinner converted, but yet Chriſt not poſſeſ 
ſing his Heart, till Self-denial like Zo-n the Baptif 
prepare the Way before him? Here the Plough befor 
the Oxen, here the Effect before the Cauſe ; till Chrif 
poſſeis our Hearts by his Spirit, there will be no Self- 
denial, unleſs it be meant of a patcht Gown and dirty 
Shoes, and the like. 

What Mr. Vhitefield had before ſaid of our being 
ſpiritually dead, and that nothing but the Power © 
God can raiſe the fpiritually dead; he weakens again, 
P. 16. Since we are falPnp ſickly, diſordered Cres. 
<« tures, this Sgli-ſuſtering, Self- Renunciation, are the 
** inviipenſible Means of recovering our primitive Glo- 
„ ry.” In one Part he would have us dead, in ano- 
ther Part, he would have us fickly and di ordered. In 
one Part, he would enly have us raiſed by the Power 
of God, in another Part, he makes Self- ſuffering, and 
Selt-renunciation, the indiſpenſible Means of our Re- 
covery, when it is utterly impoſſible that they who are 
dead in Freſpaſſes and Sins can thus deny themſelves. 

One would be ready to judge Mr. Hhitefield molt 
Qrthedox P. 19, of that Sermon, when he ſays, Our 
souls by Nature are in a ſpiritual Dungeon, ſleeping 
and fait bound between the World, the Fleſli and 
* the Devil, not with two, but ten thouſand Chains 
« of Luſts and Corruptions.” All good, but how are 
we delivered ? He ſays, Now Jelus Chriit like St. 


« Peter 


ly good.” 
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„Peter's good Angel by his Goſpel, comes and opens 
** the Priſon Door, preſcribes Self- Denial, Mortifica- 
tion, Renuntiation of our ſelves, and the World, as 
ſo many ſpiritual Keys which will unlock our 
** Sheckles, make them fall off from our Hearts, and 
< ſo reſtore us to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 


6 God.” I think no Wonder that this be Mr. VT -:te- 


Field's Doctrine, ſince he hath learned it from Dr. Scan- 
gal's Life of God in the Soul of Man, and hath formed 


his converſional Experiences ſo much on that Book, 
which yet is recommended by Dr. Viſbart without any 
Animadverfion made by the Judicatures of the Church. 
Alas ! how little 1s Af Truth looked to? my Chains 
will never fall off, if Chriſt open not the Priſon Door ? 
if his inſuperable Power, be not the Key to open the 
Priſon Door. Mr. Wh:tcf7e/4's Doctrine, and that of 
our excellent Veſiminſter Confeſſion, are Antipodes. 
Chap. 9g. Sect. 3. © Man by his Fall into a State of 
Sin, hath wholly loſt Ability of Will to any Spiritu- 
Hal good accompanying Salvation; ſo as a natural 
Man being altogether averſe from that good, and 
* dead in Sin, is not able by his own Strength to con- 
vert himſelf, or prepare himſelf thereunto. Sect. 4. 
When God converts a Sinner, and tranſlates him in- 
** to a State of Grace, he freeth him from his natural 
Bondage under Sin; and by his Grace alone, enables 
** him freely to will, and to do that which is ſpiritual- 
Yea his Doctrine is not agreeable to the 

10:þ Article of the Church of Exg/and, which yet he 
pretends to have proven by the Scriptures. wiz. * The 
Condition of Man after the Fall of Adam is ſuch 

** that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own 
natural Strength and good Works, to Faith and 
calling upon. God. Wherefore we have no Power 
to do good Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
without the Grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, 
that we may have a good Will, and working with 
us, when we have that good Will.” It might 
take a Volume to ſhew the Danger there is in this 
Doctrine of Mr. Wh:trficld's, and how much real Re- 
E 4 ligion 
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ligion 5 indangered thereby, tho' while preaching fuck 
Doctrine, he is making high Pretenſions to the Spirit, 

and of being an Inſtrument of converting Souls. ] 
would wiſh to be tender of judging about People's 
Converſion to God, but I may here well uſe the 
Words of the Prophet Zech. iv. 6. Not by Might nor 
by Poaver, but my Spirit, ' ſaith the Lord. 

"If I knew not another Way of a Soul's Converſion 
to God, than according to Mr: Vhitefield's Doctrine, 
I could not talk with any Conſiſtency ſo aſſuredly of an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, as he doth in his Letter to Mr. John 
Weſiy, December, 1740. p. 21. For theſe five or fix 
% Years, I have received the Witneſs of God's Spiric, 
& fince that, I have not doubted a Quarter of an Hour 
„of having an Intereſt in Chriſt.” For by the ſame 
Means, I am recovered out of the Priſon of Sin, nd re- 
ſtored to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God; by 
theſe Means, am I preſerved in that State; now, if my 
own Deeds, namely my Self-ſuftering, and Self-renun- 
ciation, be the Key to the one, they are the Preſerva- 
tive to the other, and if ſo, how can a Man on ſuch a 
ſtippery Bottom have Aſturance, eſpecially ſuch a long 
continued Run of it? 

But this brings me to another of Mr. M itefield's 
Errors, which reſpects Faith, and affects the Evidence 
of our Intereſt in Chriſt, p. 18. of that Sermon, 
« What think ye of Chriſt ? In the very Moment we 
*« apprehend Chrſt's Righteouſneſs by a lively Faith, 
*: we ſhall be aſſured that the Blood of Chrilt hath 


* cleanſed-us from all Sin.” Now he ſpeaks of appre- | 


hending the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt by a true and live- 
ly Faith, different Doctrine from the former, ſtill ſer- 
ving to diſcover his medlev and mixture of Orthodoxy 
and Hetrodoxy ; but even here, he cannot ſpeak with- 
out another Error, leaping from” one Extreme to ano- 
ther, and leaving his Readers at an Uncertainty, whe- 
ther the one or the other, is his ſtated or fixed Prin- 
ciple. The Doctrine of the one Sermon is calculated to 
an Armiman, and the Doctrine of the other to an An- 
tinomian Taſte. I might enlarge on this, as On every 


Other 
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other Article; but however much an eſteemed Evange- 
liſt Mr. Whitefield is, among them who call themſelves 
Preſbyterians, this Doctrine is in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
different from the Doctrine of our excellent Weſtmin/er 
Confeſſion, Chap. 18. Sect. 3.“ This infallible Aſ- 
« ſarance doth not ſo belong to the Eſſence of Faith, 
© but chat a true Believer may wait long, and conflict 
«© with many Difficulties, before he be Partaker of it.” 

The Righteouineſs of Jeſus Chriſt apprehended by 
Faith is the alone Foundation of my Hope ; but what 
ſhall I think of Chriſt's Rightouſwels in that conſum- 
mating Act of his paſſive Obedience upon the Croſs, if I 
adopt that dangerous Aſſertion of his, p. 6. of his Ser- 
mon in October laſt, on Cant. v. 16. © That the Di- 
„ vinity is drawn from Chriſt, and he is put to cry, 
« my God, Sc. If I interpreted that Cry, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me? as ſignifying the Divi- 
nity's being drawn from Chriſt, then the Sufferings of 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, were the Sufferings of a mere 
Man, and ſo not meritorious. This I think may be 
well added to his other Errors. 

Mr. Whitefield in his Anſwer to the Penſilvanian 
Queriſts, pretends to correct theſe Words in his Marks 
of the new Birth, We ſhall endure to the End, if we 
continue ſo.” I think it. not right for him to pre- 
tend a favourable Interpretation of theſe Words, which 
are ſo ſtrong in Prejudice of the precious and comforta- 
ble Doctrine of the Preſeverance of the Saints; but his 
Farewell Sermon at Edinburgh, in October laſt on Phil. 
1. 27, 28. if it have any Senſe in it, or can convey any 
diſtinct Idea to his Hearers or Readers, looks as unfa- 
vourably upon this precious Doctrine, p. 3. It is much 
on my Soul, leaſt any of you ſhould walk diſorderly, 
after you have \had converting Grace, and ſhould 
„ ſhew the World, you had only a common Work.” 
No Doubt they who have had converting Grace, may 
walk diforderly, and the World may conclude, that 
they never had converting Grace, but only that it was 
a common Work; but a walking diſorderly after 
conyereng Grace, i no Evidence that it was a common 

Work; 
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Work, or that they who had once converting Grace 
are now fall'n from it to the Condition of them that had 
only a common Work. But I ſtay not on this Expreſ- 
fon, ſince it ſeems equally defective of Senſe or Or- 
thodoxy. 

Mr. Whitefield is no leſs injurious to the Merit and 
Interceſſion of Chriſt, on the Head of the Acceptance 
and Influence of the Prayers of a righteous Man, than 
he is to the Power of Grace in the Converſion of Sin- 
ners, when he faith in his'Sermon for praying for o- 
thers; I cannot but recommend to you one general 
* mean to make your Prayers effectual, that is, to lead 
5 ſuch Lives as to make your Prayers accepted in the 
% Beloved. The effectual, fervent Prayer of the righte- 
* ous Man availeth much. It is this, it is this, my Brethren, 
*« you muſt make your Interceſſions pierce the Clouds, 
* for the Prayers of the wicked are an Abomination to 
the Lord.” . Here are ſome Scripture Expreſſions mixed 
with his own Leaven: Who will diſpute it, that is of a 
ſound mind, that they muſt aſk amiſs who aſk not in 
Faith? That it is only they who pray in the Name of 
Chriſt, in a Dependence on his Merit, that can be ac- 
cepted ? * But if we ſay that our holy Lives make our 
Prayers accepted in the Beloved, what do we but mix 
our holy Lives, and the Merit of Chriſt together, as 
the Ground of our Acceptance? Why are the Sacrih- 
ces of the wicked an Abomination, but that they are 
not in Faith? Why are the Prayers of the rig hteous 
Man ſo available, but that he pleids not his own, but 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, as the Reaſon of his Acceptance? 
But what ſays Mr. 1 5::ef7e142 It is this, it is this (your holy 
Lives,) that muſt make your Interceſſions pierce the 
Clouds. The Lord Jetus Chriſt is the Angel of the 
Covenant, who offers up the Prayers of the Saints with 
the Incenigof his Merit, Rev. viii. It is the Smoak of 
that — which brings up their Prayers before the 


Throne, and not the Holine's of their Laves. 

How far Mr. hien goes to meet the Papiſis, in 
their Doctrine of the L. fi cacy of the (Ordinance, its de- 
pending on the Adminiſtrator, will be beſt determined 
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by his own Words, but whether his Friends will admit | 


of his ſweyidg to the popiſh Error in this, or not, they 


will not be able to purge him from the Error of the Do- 
_ on this Head, in his Sermon at G/a/gow, Septr. 
1741. on Luke iv. 18. 19. p. 6. It is abſolute- 
« „iy neceſſary before a Miniſter undertake to preach 
„ the Goipel, that he have an experimental Acquain- 
ce tance with Jeſus Chriſt, p. 8. it is indeed 1mpoſlible 
« in the very Nature of Things, that a Man ſhould 
“ preach Chriſt who doth not know him. p. 10. It is 
* the Opinion of the reformed Churches, that the ha- 
ly Ghoſt is abſolutely neceſſary before a Man take on 
* him the Office of a Miniſter, p. 12. I believe God 
* doth not convert others by unconverted Men.“ 
That Miniſters ſhould be holy Men, and Men full 
of the holy Ghoſt, and that the Credit and Succeſs of 
the-Goſpel is much hindred by the Unholineſs of Mi- 
niſters; this we have held, before we heard of Mr. 
Whitefield's Name; and we do lament it, that there is 
much Cauſe to fear, that many ruſh into the Minſtry, 
before they have experimental Acquaintance with Jeſus 
Chriſt: But ſince the Effigacy of the Ordinances depends 
not on the Adminiſtrator, but on the Power of God, Mr. 
Fhitefield (ways to the Papiſts, in this his Dofirine; or 
becauſe of he alledged Succeſs of his Miniſtry, he 
would have this looked upon as a Token of his being a 
converted Man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt ; only it is 
unlucky for him, that he forgets, that he hath told us 
in the Account of God's Dealings with his Soul, p. 20. 
that he himſelf was made an Initrument of converting 
one, and this before the Spirit had taken Poſſeſſion of 
his Soul, as p. 33. How ignorantly doth he ſpeak, 
when he ſays, © Tnat it is impoſhble in the very Na- 
** ture of Things, that a Man ſhould preach Chriſt, 
** who doth not know him.” When there can be no- 
thing more certain than this, that an unregenerate Man 
may have great Gifts, and much Orthodoxy in his 
Judgment; and it is paſt Debate, that Judas preached 
the ſame Doctrine with the other Diſciples of Chriſt. 
Dat beſides th Mr. V hitefeld makes the molt affront- 
ed 


a 


WAP, 
ed Diſcovery of his Ignorance that can be, when he 
ſays, © That this is the Opinion of the reformed Chur- 
ches, that the Holy Ghoſt 'is abſolutely neceſſary, 
* before a Man take on him the Office of a Miniſter.” 
This is ſo far from being true, that it is not the Opi- 
nion of the Church of Exgland, whoſe Articles he pre- 
tends, to have proven by the Scriptures. Let us read 
their 20th Article, © Altho,” in the viſible Church, the 
Evil be ever mingled with the good, and ſometime 
* the Evil have chief Authority in the Miniftration of 
* Word and Sacraments, yet foraſmuch as they do not 
the fame in their own Name, but Chriſt's, and do 
* miniſter by his Commiſhon and Authority, we may 
* uſe their Miniſtry, both in the hearing the Word 
* of God, and in receiving the Sacraments. Neither 
* is the Effect of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by 
„ their. Wickedneſs, nor the Grace of God's Gift di- 
„ miniſhed from ſuch, as by Faith, and rightly do 
t receive the Sacraments miniſtred unto them, which 
be effectual becauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution and Pro- 
*« mile, altho' they be miniſtred by evil Men.” What 


a Reproach do the Miniſters and Profeſſors in Scotland 


bring themſelves under, who ſet up this ignorant Man as 
ſome uncommon Perſon, who ſtrolling about from Place 
to Place, preaches down the Article, he ſays, he had 
proven by the Scriptures, and who pours out ſuch a 
Flood of Por ib Nonſenſe. 

But this is not all wherein he favours them; altho' 
he hath not as yet got their Doctrine of auricular Con- 
feſſion in Form to obtain, that People may diſcloſe the 
Secrets of their Heart to the Prieſt, he is preparing 
the Way for this Doctrine, when p. 16 of his Letter 
tothe Societies, he would have them, © Forming them- 
* ſelves into little Companies of four or five each, to 
* meet once a Week, to tell each other what is in 
*« your Hearts.” All the Difference in the Confeſſion 
here, from the Popiſb is, that this is made to four, or 
five; the Popiſb is made to the Prieſt, who pretends he 
is under a Bond of Secrecy, but here no ſuch Bond; ſo 
chat if Mr. Whitefre/d's Directions ſhall obtain, he may 


find 
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find out all the Secrets that are upon the Hearts of his 
Votaries, -by cultivating Intimacy with one . or other 
of the Number conſtituting ſuch Societies. | 

But tho' Mr. Hhitefeld hath in his Doctrine or Jour- 
nals, Letters or weekly Hiſtories, been ſo complaiſant 
to Papiſis, Quakers, and different Denominations of 
Protefants, ſhall it be alledged that he gives any Strokes 
in Favour of Deiſis? Some may ſay, it cannot be that 
ſuch a zealons Evangeliſt as he will do that. Well then, 
if he do not that, I wiſh any Perſon would explain to 
me the Words, p. 23. 24. of his adopted and applau- 
ed Extract, annexed to his Letter to the Societies. 
There is therefore a catholick Spirit, a Communion 
of Saints in the Love of God and all Gogdneſs, 
which no one can learn from -that which 1s called 
Orthodoxy in particular Churches, but is only to be 
had by a total dying to all worldly Views, by a pure 
Love of God, and ſuck an Unction from above, as 
delivers the Mind from all Selfiſnneſs, and makes it 
love Truth and Goodneſs, with an Equality of Af- 
fection in every Man, whether he be Chriſtian, Jew, 
or Gentile.” This catholick Spirit of Mr. White- 
field's is to promote Communion of Saints, in the Love 
of God and all Goodneſs, in every Men whether he 
be Chriſtian, Jew, or Gentile, Mr. Vhitefield's catho- 
lick Charity then, promotes the Communion of Saints. 
But what Snints? Chriſtian Saints, Jewiſh Saints, 
Heathen Saints. This his catholick Charity is in 
downright Contradiction to the 187% Article of the 
Church of Eng/and, which he hath proved by the 
Scriptures. * They are to be held as accurſed, who 


«© preſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſaved by the 


Law or Sect which he profeſſeth, ſo as he be diligent 
to frame his Life according to that Law, and the 
Light of Nature. For holy Scriptyre doth ſet out 


** unto us only the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby 
Men muſt be ſaved.” 


After Mr. Whitefield's Account of his catholick Cha» 
rity, and catholick Communion with Chriſtian Saints, 
Tewiſh Saints and Heathen Saints, one needs not wonder to 


N 
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find him endeavouring to eftabliſh a Communion betwixt 
Papiſis and Proteſtants. Read his Words in his applauded no 
Extract, p. 23. I will venture to ſay that if each Church 
« ſhould produce but one Man a Piece, that had the 
% Piety of an Apoſtle, and the impartial Love of the 
« firſt Chriſtians, in the firſt Church at Zeru/alem, 
that a Proteſſant and a Papi of this Stamp, would 
4 not want half a Sheet of Paper. to hold their Ar- 
« ticles of Union, nor be halt an Hour before they 


« were of one Religion.” 8 
Altho' the Reverend Mr. Vebſter of Edinburgh, in fro 


a Poſtſcript to a late printed Letter of his, hath written - Bu 
one of the moſt bitter Invectives, that ever I ſaw, a- Ct 
ainſt the Rev. Mr. G:b's Performance relative to Mr. nit 
, Whitefield, J have yet one Copy of that Book preſer- 4 
ved from the Flames, to which I ſhew that Reſpet as 
to tranſcribe a little of what he ſays, on this preſently be 
mentioned Doctrine adopted by Mr. Fh:itefield. © How we 
* then would this Union and Oneneſs between the the 
% Papiſt and the Protefiont be effeftuate ? The Papi/? the 
« behoved not to urge the Proteſtant to become Papiſt, an 
* this would contradict univerſal Love; Neither hg 
“ mult the Proteſſant urge the, Papiſi to become Prote- vit 
*$ © flant, this drubbs the Darling of univerſal Love. * 
„We have not yet hit the Myſtery, he that would like an 
; « as God likes, and condemn as God condemns, muſt be 
* neither have the Eyes of the Pap:?, nor of the Pro- of 
te teflant; as p. 24th of Mr. Mpitefeld's Extract. If th 
this whole helliſh Doctrine have any Senſe, the U- be 
« nion and Oneneſs of Religion muſt come about this T 
Way; the Papi/t and Proteſlant would mutually drop * 
W 


« every Thing that is oppoſite in Popery and Prote/lancy, 
retaining nothing but their apoſtolick Piety, and pri- 
“ mitive Impartiality of Love (both which may, it 
« ſeems, ſtill remain intire) and both would ly indif- tre 


* ferenced, upon this (Utopian) Centre of Piety and tis 
« Love.” There needs no Addition to this, and I Li 
„ ſhould have been ſorry, if the Sentence of the Rev. VI 

ra 


„Mr. Webſter had been executed upon it. 
. Aſter thy 


Wen 

Aſter what hath been taken Notice of, it needs be 
no Surprize to find this zealous-like Reformer preaching 
up an unbounded Toleration, and praying as in his a- 
dopted Extract, p. 27. That every Church may have 
« its Saints, that God's Kingdom may come, his Wall 
« be done in every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men.” 
Do not Socinians profeſs Chriſtianity, tho' they deny 
the Deity of Jeſus Chriſt. What means his Prayer, if 
there be not, that there may be Socinian Saints? 

If the Author meant, That they might be recover'd 
from their Errors, the Prayer had been commendable : 
But the Prayer is, That every Church, every profeſs'd 

Church, may have their _—_ and to limit his Mea- 
ning, he wiſhes that © God's Kingdom may come, 
and his Will be done in every Diviſion of Chrifti- 
ans and Men.” If God's Kingdom come, and his Will 
be done in every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men, then 
we muſt have Chriſtian Saints, Few Saints, Hea- 
then Saints, Mahometan Saints, for all theſe are within 
the Compaſs of every Diviſion of Men. I cannot put 
another Meaning upon the Words; for, if they ſhould 
ſignify a Prayer for Recovery from the dangerous Di- 
viſion they are of, then it had not been, that God's 
Will might be done in every Divifion of Chriftians 
and Men ; for this admits, that the Will of God may 
be done among them; to whatever Part of the Diviſion 
of Men or Chriſtians they do belong, and is obviouſly 
the Meaning of the Extract. But, to put the Matter 
beyond all Doubt, as to his unbounded and extravagant 
Toleration, in his laſt American Journal, giving an 
Account of the five thouſand Acres of good Ground 
which he hath bought on De/awvare River, he ſays, 
* That here he reſolves that all Opinions ſhall be 
free.“ Here Mr. Whitefield goes beyond all the Pa- 
trons of Toleration that I remember of, who are @- 
tished, 1f in the Countries, where they live, they have 
Liberty for their ſeveral Opinions, tho' they be not in- 
vited to live in a Country of another Opinion. Tole- 
rations have been granted under Pretence of quieting 
ine Minds of the People of a Land differing in their 


Opinions ; 
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| Opinions ; buit to buy Ground, and invite Men of all 


80 


Opinions to dwell upon it, is another Thing: I wiſh 
Mr. V Hitefield have not the Improvement of his Ground, 
or ſome other ſecret Deſign more in his Eye, than the 
promoting the Truth of the Goſpel; a ſtrange Refor- 
mer, to invite Blaſphemers of the Son of Ged to reſide 
on his Ground; this muſt be, if all Opinions are there 
to be free. I hope he doth not invite Hereticks there 
to admoniſh them, and then to excommunicate them, 
if not reclaimed ; if he ſhould do this, he would ſpoil 
his Invitation. How far his Proclamation agrees with 
the Doctrine of Gods Word, I ſhall without any Com- 
ment (for truly it needs none) refer you to 2 Fohn 
x. 11. If there come any unto you, and bring not this Doc- 
trine, receive him not unto your Houſe, neither bid him God 
ſpeed------for he that biddeth him God ſpetd, is Partaker 
of his evil Deeds. 

I hope further, it will not be denied, that Mr. L hite- 
Field is a Promoter of the Engliſb Forms, and Ceremo- 
nies; he ſays in one of his Journals of 1739. Page 2. 
* I have no Objection againſt, but highly approve of 


* the excellent Liturgy of our Church, would Miniſters 


& lend me their Churches to uſe it in.“ In his Ser- 
mon on what think ye of Chriſt? Page 23. he ſays, 
I am fully perſuaded, that it is not ſo much on the 


Account of the Rites and Ceremonies, as of our not 


preaching the Truth as it is in Jeſus, that ſo many 
diſſent from the Church of England.“ Ils it not our 
Principle, whatever be Mr. JW h:tefie/4's; as in our ex- 
cellent Veſiminſier Confeſſion, Chap. 1z. Sect. 1. 
That the acceptable Way of worſhipping the true 
“ God, is inſtituted by himſelf, and ſo limited by his 
* own revealed Will; that he may not be worſhipped 
according to the Imagination and Devices of Men.“ 
We cannot diftinguiſh this from the Truth as it is in 
Jeſus, as Mr. Whitefield doth; we think this a Part of 
the Truth of Jeſus. | 
I hope Retractations will not be alledged on this 
Head, ſince in his Anſwers to the Penſilvdnian Que- 
ries, he hath look'd over this; and given no Anſwer 
But 


319 | * 
But as when i in Englanld he practiſes their Rites, Cere- 
monies, and Forms of Worſhip ; ſo in Scotland now 
and then, when he thought it convenient, he hath 
ſometimes from one Text, ſometimes from another, 
paped out ſome Expreſſions to ſoften his Scotiſb Hear- 
ers with Reſpect to Forms, and yet they have rot left 
off hearing him. Read Page 11: of his Sermon on the 
Parable of the Virgins. © The Wiſe had their Lamps 
« as well as the Fooliſh---for Chriſtianity doth not re- 


gquire to caſt off outward Forms---we may uſe Forms 


and not be formal, For Inſtance, it is poſſible to 
« worſhip God in a ſet Form of Prayer, and yet wot- 
«+ ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, and therefore, Bre- 
** thren, let us not judge one another---the wiſe Vif- 
* gins had their Lamps; herein did not ly the Diffe- 
©* rence between them, that the one worſhipped with 
a Form, the other not.” Mr. Whitzfeld's Comment 
on this Parable, that the Virgins uſed ſet Forms, is 
new; for by Lamps is meant a Profeſhon of Religion, 
and not fet Forms of Prayer. I know no Man of 
true Underſtanding that will judge the State of another, 
becauſe of his praying by ſtated Forms. Since the To- 
'cration Act, they have got too much Footing among 
us, and it is well ſeen how much the Spirituality of 
Worſhip hath been on the Decline fince; we had io 
need of Mr. VMhitefeld to fmooth Men in to an In- 
aifferency about them; the next Step will be a practi- 
ing of them, for now his Followers that, were diſaf- 
tected to that Way of Worſhip are become chiller on 


that Head, and others of them ſpeak favourably. But 


| forget, my Purpole is not to ſtay to realou every 
Point, but to verify my Inſtances. 

Tell me, Sir, if it can be thought a SEL Qt- 
fice to call in Mr. VMhitefeld to reclaim from narrow 
Ways of thinking, when a flack Way of thinking is ſo 
juſtly complained of; and when ſo ſew are ſtanding up 
oi the covenanted Re formation-work in Scet/and, and 
they are perſecuted and depoſed who' do it? Tho' Mr. 
J hitgfield holds itill with the Church of England that 
licenſed him to preach, is he not yet going about 


F oy hang 
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preaching an Indiffereney about the Government gf 
Chriſt's Houſe ? As if to contend for it, were no wore 
than a contending about Meats and Drinks, and as he 
preached in Aberdeen on Rom. xiv 17. that we are not 
to contend about what we may go to Heaven without ; 
and in his Conference with Dr. Cutler in New ew Eng- 
land, That our Lord never required his Diſciples 
te be one in that; yea, that it never was his In. 
« tent.” This was not the Mind of the Compilers 
of the Veſtminſler Confeſſion, Chap. 30th, Sect. 1. *The 
Lord Jeſus as King and Head of the Church, hath 
« therein appointed a Government in the Hand of 
Church Officers, diſtinct from the Civil Magi. 
« ſtrate.” Could ſuch be of Opinion, that the Go- 
vernment of the Church was an arbitrary indifferent 
Thing: 

But I muſt make up, being now wearied in ear- 
neſt, only before I leave the Head of Doctrine, I muſt 
notice two Excuſes that Mr. Whitefield uſually offers, 
when attacked about his Doctrine; namely, 1. That 
he hath retracted, or is ready to retract his Errors, 
« when ſhown him. 2. That many Things wrong in 
« his Expreſſions are the Effects of his corrupt Educa - 
* π 

To theſe I would anſwer, that he hath not ſhown 
ſuch a pliable retracting Humour, in his Anſwers to 
the Penſilvanian Queries as he pretends. Again if he 
be now better inſtrutted, he oug ht to follow Auguſtine's 
Example, to write a Book of Retractations, ond this 
of his own Accord ; for his quitting what he cannot 
hold, when found Fault with, is not a very ſatisfying 
Way. But in the next Place, that he might undeceive 
our Preſbyterians, who were fond to think he would 
be no more of the Church of England, nor for ſome 
looſe Things beſide, no ſooner is he come to Scotland, 
than he reprints his Letter to the Societies, with the 
ſcandalous Extract. As for his Excuſe for the Preju- 
dices of his Education, he ſhould either (he is not ſo far 
adyanced in Years) have been better inſtructed before 
he had - "40x into the Minfftry, or he ſhould not have 

| . 
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of God, when he was going about preaching damna- 
ble Doctrine. But whit tho” he hath ſuperficially re- 
trated ſome Things; of doth pretend a Readineſs to 
retract other Errors; fince the Time hath been, that 
any One of the above mentioned Errors would have de- 
poſed any Miniftet of the Church of Scotland. Have 
theſe Miniſters; Elders and Profeffors, who invited ſuch 
an ignorant, unſound Preacher to Scotland, fhown a 
due Concern for our Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 


and Goverhment ? If Mr. Whitefield's Orthodoxy'be to 


be truſted, let him retra& his Errors before any Preſ- 
byterian Judicature; and be accoutitable to them for 
his Doctrine and Condutt ; but to be going about from 
Country to Country, and Place to Place, preaching at 
Random, and only quitting. what he cannot hold, 
when found Fault with, is of ſach dangerous Conſe- 
quence; as might call both Paſtors and People to their 
Feet, if both wiſe and fooliſt Virgins were not flum- 
bering and ſleeping 3 and while it is thus with them, 
this transformd Enemy is fowing Tares: EE 
But to proceed? if Immorality and Irregularity in his 
Life and Conduet, doth appear from his own printed 
Performances, they have the leſs to anſwer; who join 
in Communion with him in the Ordinances of the Goſ- 
pel. I am very unwilling to attack any Mar in ſuch 
a tender and delicate Point, if it were not to offer 
a Check to his high Pretenſions, and to ſhew their 
Raſnneſs who enquire not into the Matter. ; 
When I read ſome of Mr. Whitsfeld's Prints, I ami 
not able to purge him from ſome of thoſe Charaeters 
in Z Tim. fit. 2, 3. Boafters, proud, heady; high min- 
ded.” With how much of vain Glory doth Mr. 


Whitefield write in his Journals, Letters and weekly. 


Hiſtories, tho' there were not another Proof than his 
Letter in June laſt to Mr. Abbot? © I was filled with 
« the Holy Ghoft, -----the Holy Ghoſt overthadow- 
* ed us. I prayed with Power“ But to make 
2 Colleetion of ſuch of his Words, would need a Book 


- 


by it fell. Number 21. of his weekly Hiſtory, itt his 
© 8 , 


pretended to fuch an uncommon Meaſtire 6f the Spirit N 
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do go out and in before them.“ 


boaſting vain glorious Thing, p 


Letter to Haube l Harris... 1 have à conſtant Lore 
„ wounded Souls, -I walk continually in the Com- 
« forts of the holy Ghoſt.” A better Fellow muſt 
Whitefield be, than the Apoſtle Paul. 

Taking his Leave of his © riencs at Bexley, ** 


Grave ſend, Anno, 1739. he ſays, © Their Hearts were 


ready to break with Sorrow. But God I hope, will 


« ſupply my Abſence, by railing up. more Miniſtſtrs to 
o's me | are Gol. 
pel-Minilter ſo very ſcarce in England? But it ſeem 
Mr. WH hitefeld- looks on the Caſe as no better in Scot- 


land, in his Farewel Sermon at Edinburgh, October 


1741. And if it be God's Will that your Rejoicing 
* may be for me whether I will be here or not; draw 
«© me by your Prayers, and if you will wreſtle with 
God by- Prayer, then the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may re- 
« ſtore me to you.” He muſt needs think himſelf, a 
very neceſſary Man, where it cannot be denied there are 


many Goſpel Miniſters, and where there was no Need 


of the like of him; for once more, ſee the Image of the 
. 18. of the ſame 
Sermon. *© You pray, and I will fight.” But a 
Collection on this Head would be almoſt endleſs. 

Mr V)Vz:tefeeld diſcovers much Bitterneſs and Uncha- 
ritableneſs of Spirit, under a Diſguiſe of Love and 
Humility. Read but for a Specimen his Anſwer to the 
Penſilvanian Queries, Some of the latter Part of your 
* Queries, for your own and not for my Sake, I ſhall 
« not mention. I hope I can ſay with more Sincerity 
* than Haxael, Is yourrServant a Dog that he ſhould 


do what you ſuggeſ? But I pray God forgive you: He 


* knows my Heart, I wiſh the Preſbytery had adviſed 
* you againſt dipping your Pen in ſo much Gall; 
2 ſurely 3 your Informations are contrary to Charity. I 


can ſee nothing in their Queries but what is diſcreet; i 


but their Return is the beſt Commentary on Mr. White- 
Held's Words. 
the Words of Hazae/, and your profeſſing Sincerity 
in your doing ſo, God alone is Judge of both; we 
do not deſire to meddle with the one or the other, 


till 


As to your appropriating to your ſelf. 


e 


till you te'l us the Particulars you level at; only we | 


« wolfld aſk you, whether this be the Proof of the Re- 
* ality of your high Pretenſions to good Humour, oc, 
As for your Prayers to God for Forgiveneſs to us, 
de cannot but look upon it as a weak, if not a wick- 
' ed Way of arguing. For if we have wronged your 


Words, why do ye not ſhew us, wherein, and fairly 


* convince us of our Error; if you cannot, at leaſt, 


do not that; is it not wrong to make Uſe of God's 


Name, and the Ordinance of Prazer, in Order to 
caſt an Odium upon your Fellow. Chriſtians, as if we 
were Tranſgreſſors in Words, when you cannot, at 
* leaſt do not, fix on the offenfive Words?“ It is uſual 
vith Mr. IW hirefield to pretend to pray for People when 
he cannot anſwer them, than which there cannot be a 
reater Expreſſion of a ſly and bitter Spirit- 

I am unwilling to bring a Charge of tricking and 
Diſhoneſty againſt him; I wiſh he may ſtand clear of all 
heſe, when his Books are balanced. W hat little De- 
lens muſtshe needs have in his Eye by his weekly Hi- 
tory, giving an Account of the late Succeſs of the Gof- 
jel, when many Thing are ingroſſed there, that are 
ut Collections from his other Letters and Journals, yea 
ome Things in ſome of the Numbers have no Relation 
the Title. For a Specimen, Numbers 38. and 39. 
ontain an excellent Letter of Mr. Rutherford's to his 
Fariſhoners an hundred Years ago. I cannot find here 
any Hiſtory or Prophecy of the preſent Succeſs of the 

z0ipel. I am not ſhort of Inſtances of this Kind. If 
Minitters were to print all the good Letters they may 
eceive, they might write an Hiſtory liker a true Ac- 
bunt of Goſpel Succeſs, than Mr. Whitefield's amu- 


Ig Story. But they are ſo ſenſible of the Unſuccesful- 


els of the Goſpel, that they will not boait on ſuch 
light Grounds. I wiſh they who are good Ac:omprants 
rould impartially read over the firſt printed Account 
the money collected for his Orphan Houte, particu» 
arly from December 1738. to fugwt 1739. and com- 
bare therewith the Collections for that End mentioned 
In ifs Journals for theſe months, and then tell me if 
F 3 Mat- 
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Matters, {however artfully) be truly balanced. Hoy 
ſtrange is it for him to tell the World that he was 800 
L. Ster. in Debt for that Houſe, when yet, he a poor 
Lad, but fix or feven Years ago, living on Charity, had 
money enough to buy five thouſand Acres of good Land, 
on Delaware River. By what is lately publiſhed his 
Debt is reduced to 600 J. Ster/. Have all his vaſt Col- 
lections in Scotland laſt Year, made no greater Reducti- 
on on the Debt? He begins to adyertiſe for more 
Money and Goods, tho' he owns his Family is removed 
from Georgia, becauſe they will need ſome other Place. 
What 1s there to hinder their Settlement on his Acres 
on Delaware River? It is true, Eng/ih Men will not 
ſerve ſo drudgingly on his Ground as Negroes, for whom 
he pretends great chriſtian Deſigns. Let People give 
away their Money as they pleaſe, but whateyer become 
of the Orphan Houſe, it is evident Mr. #;zefield hath 
in five Years Time, collected himſelf rich. We com- 
monly ſay, he is a ſorry Cook who may not lick his 
own Fingers, but the Apoſtle Paul when he contributed 
for the poor Saints, was not ſo expenſive a Servant as 
Mr. Whitefeld ; nor did he and others take that Truſt 
upon them, but as they were choſen of the Churches, 2 
Cor. viii. 19. Mr. Whitefield hath not gone ſo orderly 
to Work. | | 
What Faithfulneſs or Care hath Mr. Whitefield 
ſhown about the Souls, that were committed to his 
Truſt at the Hawannab ? He tells us in his laſt American 
Journal,“ That God called him not to ſettle but to e- 
** vangeliſe, therefore he gives up with his Charge. 
Pretenſions to God's Call for warranding ſuch diſorder- 
ly Practices hath ſomething in it ſo very bad, that I have 
not a ſignificative enough Name for it. No Doubt, if 
He dealt with any Integrity, he thought that God once 
called him to ſettle, but now he finds that God called 
him not to ſettle. It is likewiſe evident from his Jour- 
nals, that tho? he took a Charge in Georgia, he minded 
not any Thing leſs than it; he runs through the Coun- 
try, -pretending Zeal for winning Souls to Chriſt, but 
neglects and deſerts the Souls that were committed 1 him. 
7 | may 
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I may add to the former as a juſt Except! 
hie Character and Conduct, that at the Time he pre- 
tends great Zeal for winning Souls to Chriſt, he im- 
ploys his Time and Labour, where there is leaſt need 
for him. Surely if he purſued honeſtly this End, he 
had found it more needful to ſtay in America, than 


come to England; and that many Places in England. 


who have ſo little of the Goſpel preached to them, 
ſtood in more need of him than Scotland, and that more 
remote and deſtitute Corners in Scotland, had mere 
need of him, than Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Dundee, &c. 
where Mr. W-:ztefield labours ſo abundantly, and more 
abundantly than in America, where in a Country of 
zo, ooo white People, he can travel above two hundred 
Miles, without preaching above once, and where there 
are not above three or four Miniſters. The Apoſtle 
preached, and chooſe to preach Chrift not auhere he was 
named, lefl he ſhould build on another Man's Foundation. 
I think Mr. Whitefield will not pretend, that this is 
his Way, at leaſt when he is in Scotland. 

I wiſh Mr. Whztefeld could purge himſelf of Diſſi- 
mulation and Diſingenuity: When he is in Scotland, he 
will ſay, That the Church of Scotland is the pureſt and 
beſt reformed national Church; when he is in England, 
he wiſhes the Church of England were the Joy of the 
whole Earth; and p. 2. of his Sermon on Juſtification, 
he looks on them © as unhappy who diſſent from the 
«« preſent eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment.” If he think, 
as he ſays in Scot/and, when he goes to England he fins 
againſt his Light, when he joins not thoſe Prote- 
ſtants who are more purely reformed, but choſes to 


continue in, and join with Corruption; if they are 


Words of Courſe, contrived to flatter according the 
Side of the Tweed he preaches on, how ſadly*doth it 
rub on his Character. In his Sermon preached at 
Glaſgow, Septy. 1741. upon Fer. vi. 14. p. 24. he 
ſays, * Many cry out againſt the Ceremonies of the 
* Church, as they may juſtly do.“ And yet I hope 
he will not deny the uſing of them, when he returned 


to Frgland, and communicating and giving the Sacra- 
ment there, after their Manner ; what ſhall we call « 


this 
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on againſt 
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SY ? a : Man to preach down in Scotland, what he prae 
tiſes in England: a Man to commend one Thing in Ez. 


glang, and the contrary in Scotland. 


U am ſorry that a Man of ſuch high Pretenſions 


Mr. Whitefield, ſhould not only trick and diſſemble, bat 


publiſh to the World in his Weekly Hiſtory, plein 
Falſehoods: I would give you an undoubted Specs 
men from the Number zoth, of his Weekly Hiſtory, 
Brechen, October 17th, 1741. to Mr. Cennick at Len- 


. don, from Mr. Whitefield himſelf. Dr. Br. God ap- 


— 
£c 


peared for me in an extraordinary Manner at Aber- 
* deen. What was the Extraordinarineſs of the Appea- 
rance at Aberdeen, he ſhould have told us; for, how- 
ever much many People did run after him, that Run 
was not equal to what it was in Places of the ſame, yea 
of leſſer Reſort. But perhaps that which is written in 
the ſame Number from Dude, Octeber 21ſt, will ex- 
Plain it. The Words are, On Wedre/day Night Mr. 
I hiitcfeld left Rberdees, where on Account of pri- 
vate Letters, and publick oppoſing of his Doctrine, 
great Numbers were prejudiced againſt him; but God 


e was pleated to attend his Miniſtry with much Power 


? 
cc 


that ell Oppoſition fell before him, and many were 
brought under great Convictions.” All the Expli- 
cation that this can add to what. was written to Mr, 
Cemich, is but to prove it the greater Lie; for in this 
from Dundee, there are almoſt as ma ny Lies as Senten- 


cc 


ces. His Amanuenſs complains of Oppoſition made to 
his Doctrine; but was there Oppoſition made to any 


Thing but erroneous Doctrine? Fhis is ſo ſaid, as if 
he would have it belicved that Oppoſition was made to 

right Doctrine. Did the C. okifion made to his Doc- 
trine fall before him? IS! it not Fact, that he fell be- 


fore it, and behoved to own that he had erred ? Only. 


pretended, if 1 had fecn his Anſwer to the Pen ſluanian 
Queries, | would have found, That he had retracted 
«© all theſe Thongs; wheres many Things, which in 
bis own Hearing, J laid to his Charge, were neither 
in the Peuſildautan Quer: es, nor in bis Anſwers; lo that 
4* ſpoke fa iy. Andi it is fo far from true, that all Op- 
OR poſiti tion 


* 


> 


& Y poſition ſell before him, that I challenged him on the 
he Doctrine he had preacheg in the College Clole, from "+ "FRM 

Rem. xiv. 17. which he could” not deny; tho"L,was 
as not his Hearer. As to many brought under great Con- 
Ae victions, I wiſh it had been ſo; If it had been fo, I "I 
in had been told on the deafeſt Side of my Head; only 
let me affure you, that I can produce” ſome ſeriouſly 
. exerciſed, who went fingly to hear him, who not 
n- only were diſappointed, but ſaid, tho“ My. Whitefield 
p- cried vehemently on them to come to Chriſt, he left 
. them in the dark about the Nature of Faith. Now if 
a- I ſhall judge the Truth of Mr. Vhitefield's Progreis and 


w- | Succeſs in other Places, by his Accounts of Aberdeen, I 

un muſt look on them as a Collection of Falſe-hoods, and 

ea on him as a Seducer going about ſpeaking Lies in Hy- 

in | pocrily. - i b 3 

R I hope, it will not be refuſed, that Mr. Wbztefield | 

r. proceeds in a moſt irregular Way, and therefore it muſt 

i- be as irregular to countenance him, when he came a- 

© mong us, without the common Atteſtations of his being 

2d in Orders. He ought to carry theſe along with him; 

I, but ſince Miniſters of this Church take it on his Word, 

re he takes it very ſaucily, when others aſE for them.. 

i- Mr. L hitefield is io far from chooſing that Method, 

. whereby he may in an orderly Way, be accountable for 

is his Doctrine, Life and Conduct; that when Attempts 

1- have been made to bring him to a friendly Commu- 

O . ning abqut his American Conduct, he declined it. It 

* had been an eaſy Matter to have, gratified the Gentle- 

if man at Dean, near Edinbwrgh, who wanted a Confe- + 8 
0 rence with him, and hath written ſome Things, that © - ü 
= every Body thought Mr. 1Whitefheld's Character was con- [| 


- cerned in. But Mr. I" hitefeld declined this. There 
y were ſuch Things in that Gentleman's Letter, as if Mr. 
* Whitefield in his ſtated Account, had in ſundry Things, 
d charged double Price, both for Services and Things 
n bought. This bears ſo heavy on the Credit of his Amerz- 
r can Accounts, that it looked, not to ſay more, ſuſpici⸗ 
t ous, and guilty like, to decline a Conterence with fuck 


j- an American Acquaintance. But this American EN 
n a % perice, * 
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2 IR $3.8, | 
pence, tho*' doubly ftated by Mr. V hiigſieid, ſeems all 
now to ho Purpoſe, and a new Orphan Honſe muſt be! 
built elſewhere. | 
Altho' Mr. Whitefie/d pretends great Zeal againſt 
the erroneous, he careſſes and compliments Perſons no 
leſs erroneous. He will have Dr. Ti/Þt/on to have 
* no more Chriſtianity than Mahomet.” I freely 
own, that the Thoughts of it pains me, that a 
Man of fo great Abilities, and of ſuch a benevolent 
Temper, ſuch an Explainer of the Duties of Morality, 
ſuch an Oppofer of the Papiſts, as Dr. Ti ſhacſan was, 
ſhould be ſo far wrong on the Doctrine of ,Grace. But 
Mall it be ſaid, that ſuch a Man had no more Chriſtia- 
nity, than Mahomet ? Yea however wrong he was on 

the Doctrine of Juſtification, did he aſcribe no more on 
that Head to Chriſt, than Mahomet doth ? Or admit 
he had no more Chirſtianity than Mahomet, then Vſtey, 
Whitefield's Arminian or rather Pelagian Companion, 
muſt needs be in the ſame Claſs, as void of Chriitianity 
as Mahomet ; but how doth Mr. Vbitefeld compliment 
him in his printed Letter, as his dear Veſſey, and p. 8. 
as the good Man, tho' itil] judging him as he hath done 
Tiihotfon, he hath no more Chriſtianity than Mahomet. 
30. of his Letter to We/izy, © I love and honour you 
* for Chriſt's Sake; and when I come to Judgment, 
« will thank you before Men and Angels, for what 
& you have under God, done for my Soul. There I 
* am perſuaded I ſhall ſee dear W:/{:y convinced of Ele 
« ion and everlaſting Love.” Impoſſible, ſays White- 
Feld in the Nature of Things, that an unconverted Man 
can preach Chriſt, but he honours Mr. Veſtey for 
Chriſt's Sake, and for the Good done to his Soul, and 
of whoſe Salvation he is perſuaded, tho? according to his 
Judgment on Dr. T:i/htjon, he had no more Chriſtianity 
than Mahomet. P. 6. of his Letter to Veſey, ſhews, 
that before he left England in 1739. he was appriſed of 
Meſſey's unſound Doctrine, yet whoſoever reads his Jour- 
nals will ſee, how much he commends him, For his 
+ Labours in the Goipel in America; and owns him as 
his dear and fellow Labourer, and how difficult it 
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„ was for him to leave the Briſſol People, did he not 
„know that dear We/ley-was left behind, to teach them 
« the Way of God more perfectly: There muſt needs 
be ſome ſecret Reaſon, why Mr. Whitefield is ſometimes 
ſo oppoſite to ſome erroneous Arminian Preachers, 
when he ſo much applauds Ve, who by his own 
Cenſure on Tz/lot/on, muſt needs have no more Chriſti- 
anity than Mahomet. But perhaps Mr. Whitefield will 
borrow from his adopted „about Saints among 
all Diviſions of Men, and therefore will perhaps 
put his good Man, the dear Vgſley and Dr. Tilluſen in 
the Claſs of mahometan, or heathen Saints, for you 
know the Mahometans and Heathens are a very conſi- 
derable Diviſion of Men. 

Let Mr. Whitefield i, out, if he be not the Au- 
thor of that unſubſcribed, undated Letter, in Number 
18. of his weekly Hiſtory, 1741. If he be not the Au- 
thor, he ſhould correct that Hiſtory, ' in which Letter, 
He would have the Fathers and Brethren of the Non - 
*© conformity, ws Fe ing ſoft Thoughts of the deſpi- 
*© ſed Weſſey who has maligned the Truth, who may 
* obtain- Mercy to be faithful, when many of our 
** Head Knowlege Profeſſors may be left to deny the 
Truth, becauſe he did it ignorantly ; and I muſt 
e tell you, there are among Tele People, deſpiſedly 
fi 575 Perfectioniſts, I mean, the Moravians foms 
* clear in the Truth.” 8 

Having obſerved what is ſufficient upon Mr. V bite- 
Field's Carriage towards Wefley, the Author of that Let- 
ter brings in the deſpiſed Perfectioniſts, the Morauians. 
What is this? Perfectioniſts, and yet clear in the Truth; 
Perfectioniſts, and yet ſo dearly beloved and highly ap- 
plauded ! All the, Remark that is further neceſſary here, 
is, to tranſcribe a Part of a Letter of Mr. G. Tennant. 
at Neau-Brasſtoict, to Mr. Pemberton. 

I am very Orry for the unhappy Influence the 
* Moravians have among you; I cannot but look upon 
** that Sect to be — dangerous, and the more. 
** becauſe they artfully conceal their Principles. I think 
* it my Duty to let you know ſome of Count Zenzen- 


dorf 


*« des Opinions communicated to ſome in this Place.“ 
The Reva. Mr. Tennant proceeds with an Account of 
no leſs than twenty ſtrange Articles, moſt of them, 
groſly Antinomian; he might have given us more of 
them from his Diſcourſes, ſuch of them, as I have (een 
in Print; but among the twenty Articles, this is one. 
* That a converted Perſon cannot fin againſt Light, 
* that if they ſinned, they thought what they did was 
% good.” The Count being aſked if a converted 
Perſon could fin? Said, © he could, if the Lord Teſus 
left him, but that he was ſure he would not.” 
The Revd. Mr. Tennant proceeds in his Letter, 
« Some of the foreſaid Particulars, I heard the Count 
5 aſſert, and the reſt of them Henric4 Viſber, and ſome 
were heard by both, at different Times, and ſome 
* by others. Two of the principal Women that ac- 
companied the Count, aſſerted their Belief of Con- 
ſubſtantiation, . and one of them ſaid, fince her Con- 
verſion, which ſhe alledged was eighteen Years ago, 
ſhe neither ſinned nor doubted; and the other al- 
ledged, a converted Perſon could not Sin.“ ö 
Having mentioned Mr. G7“. Tennant, I ſee a Letter 
of his dated at Neav-Braunfawick, eas 1. 1739. to 
Mr. Whitefield, annexed to the Penſiluanian Queries, in 
which the Revd. Writer ſays, “I think it my Duty 
to make particular Mention in Prayer of your in- 
tended Orphan Houſe in Georgia; as alſo, of the 
« private Academies of our Friends in Scotland, Eng- 
land, Qc. fc. and at my F athers, that God would 
- * proſper them, and incline the People to ſupport 
© them.” Now I would fondly know, what are theſe 
private Academies in Scotland, England, Sc. &c? 
Or hath Mr. Vhitefeld impoſed upon the Revd. Mr. 


Tennant? 


Concluſion. I cannot ſhun thinking, that Mr. White- 
feld hath done more to promote effectually the Cauſe 


the Means, fair or foul, that have been aſed fince our 
e from Popery, to this Day; and ſuch Ar- 
| 8 | guings 


Now dear Sir, to bring this extended Epiſtle to a a 


of Epiſcopacy, and a liking to it in Scotland, than all 


guings as the Apology is filled with, eſpecially from 
the Pen of a profeſſed Preſpyterian, do confirm me in bh 
this Opinion. Had we need of Mr. Whitefield to be | 
an Occaſion pf more Strife and Debate among us? Are 
they fewer? Yea are they not increaſed fince he came 
among us? How can I hold Miniſterial Fellowfhip 
with them, who act ſo contrary to National and Or- 
dination Vows, as to join in Fellowſhip with one, who 
holds by the abjured Hierarchy, and is fo exceptiona- 
ble beſides? Let any unbyailed Perſen tell me, if mi- 
niſterial Fellowſhip with one who preaches, maintains, 
and promotes, an Indifferency about the Government 
of Chriſt's Houſe, can conſiſt with that Part of the 
Formula, * never directly or indirectly, to do any 
Thing to the Prejudice or Subverſion of our presby- 
e tetian Church Government?” Hath it not a moſt 
direct Tendency to ſubvert our Preſbyterian Church 
Government, to encourage one, who preaches up an 
Indifferency about it, and ſays, „that it was never 
the Intent of our Lord, that his Diſciples ſhould be 
« one in that;“ and who hath ſo far prevailed, that 
it is openly aſſerted by thoſe ho would be eſteemed 
Pre ſbyterians, That Epiſcopacy and the Supremacy 
are no Reaſons againſt Communion with ſuch in the 
«© Ordinances of the Goſpel.” | 
Alas! how much is the Church of Scotland changed 
to the, worſe, which was once beautiful as Tirzah, 
comely as Jeraſalem, and terrible as an Army with Bans 
ners? Her Renown went forth among the Churches, 
for her Beauty, but now ſhe hath plaid the Harlot, 
her Beauty is departed, her Adverſaries are in the midſt 
of her, they now break down the carved Work at once 
with Axes and Hammers. To complain of theſe Things, 
is looked upon as a Crime; they that would plead 
with their Mother, make themſelves a Prey. The fad 
Things that now obtain among us, are cauſing many ff 
to ſtumble. at the Law, and to abbor the Offering of the 
Lord; and alas! too commonly, there is ed to x4 1 | 
the Lord a corrupt Thing; Complaints upon Com-. 
plaints have been made to Judicatuzes, becauſe of be © 


httufions of Minifters on Chinn Cage sas, 

cauſe they have been denied free and unexceptionable th 
Choices; Acts and Deciſions of the national Aſſem. th 
blies, have been grievous to many; and as if we had £Þ N 
not been gone far — on in a Courſe of Defection, t! 
and in the great Evil of cenſuring ſome Miniſters, who 
complained of theſe Things; an Indifferency about h 
' theſe Matters, is now preached, and greedily fwallow- tl 
ed down. - * | 

It was more than ſufficient to determine the Subver- ei 
fion of our eccleſiaſtical Government, and the Free- a 
dom of it's Exercife, diſtinct from the Magiſtrate; | tl 
the Porteous Act, for twelve Callendar Months, read C 
from the Pulpits of the Majority of the Miniſters of te 
this Kingdom; whereby, their Brethren, that could h 
not in a Conſiſtency with Preſbyterian Principles, read |} C 
that Act, were declared incapable to fit and vote in C 
Church Judicatures 3 but now, no more Account muſt {| tc 
be made of theſe Things, than as of Meats and Drinks, 1 C 
or Matters of Indifferency. | N 

Such Authors, who dip their Pen in too much Gall in 
againſt them, who ſeparate from Miniſters and Judi- b 
catures, who have not only by publiſhing the foreſaid o 
Act, read an Outlawry againſt their Brethren; but th 
proceed from one Evil to another, of which; the fa- it 
mous Apology is a Proof againſt the Author or Au- E 
thors, or thoſe who act according to the Doctrine there- T) 
of; I fay, fuch Authors, tell us high Stories of the 
Purity of the Church of Scotland, in her Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and "Government 5 and that we 
ought not to ſeparate from a true Church. , 

O that there were Cauſe for what is pleaded this 
Way. The Lord God of Gods, he is Witneſs; that I 
open not my Mouth, nor imploy my Pen, about theſe | a 
Things, from any Diſaffection to the true Preſbyteri- m 
an Church of Scotland; but as one bearing Witneſs S. 
againſt her departing ſo foully from her own original tc 
Principles. I mean not in the leaſt to juſtify any un- . 
wartantable Separation; but till the Revd. Mr. Currie ly 
explains his Terms, ſrur Church and Findamentals, o- ec 

terwiſe Ve 
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le BY therwiſe than I think he hath done, he hath done n 
n- ching, in my Opinion, to affect the Cauſe the ſeceding © 
ad U Miniſters are engaged in; I wiſh they marr it not 4 
n, | themſelves, by ſome new Run into Extremes. 
ho If. by true Church, Mr. Carrie means a Chureh 
ut holding and ſtanding fait in the Truth, let him prove 
„ | the Miniſters of the Church of Scotland Judicially to 
be doing that; and far ſhall it be from my Heart to 
r- | envy the preſent eſtabliſhed Church, its being called 
e- a true Church; or to think, or ſay, that as ſuch, 
e; | there ſhould be any Separation from it: But if by true 
id | Church, be underſtood any Society, that we will own 
of to be really a Church of Chriſt, he goes too far when 
Id | he ſays, that we are not to ſeparate from any true 
d | Church, for this condemns a Separation from the 
in | Church of England, which the Diſſenters will own, 
| to be a true Church, in that Senſe ; that it is really a 
s, | Church of Chriſt. | CY 
I wiſh the Revd. Father had been more determined 
11 in explaining that Term, Fundamentals; for if thereby, 
i- | be only underſtopd ſuch Things as are fundamental to 
d our common Hppe, if we are not to ſeparate from 
t them who are right in theſe, then we are not ta make 
- it a Reaſon of Separation, the being wrong upon the 
- Heads of Worſhip and Government. This would car- 
. ry the Matter further than the Apologiſt goes, who, 
e tho' he makes not Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, a Rea- 
7 ſon for this, he bogles, if there be Corruption in 
e Worſhip; and I believe, ſo would the worthy Mr. 
Carrie do, whatever be the native Effect of his Ar- 
is gument. | = | 
I If by Fundamentals, be underſtood ſuch Things as 
e are fundamental to Doctrine, Worſhip and Govern- 
i- ment, Mr. Currie, muſt firſt prove, the Church of 
ſs | Scotland, in her Judicatures, and judicial Proceedings, 
i to be preſerving ſound and intire, her fundamental 
Principles 6f Government, and to be acting according- 
e | 1y ; and when he doth that, I promiſe him, I hall 
- | condemn Separation as faſt as he doth: But ſmee Go- 
* | vernment is a Bond of Union, as well as Doctrin — and 
QF 


1 


o 


Worſhip; I muſt be excuſed to ſeparate from them chat 


+ 


break that Bond of Union, or rather muſt be allowed, 


to call them the Separatiſts, who do break it: I wiſh 


1 , 


* 


theſs Points had been a little more laboured, it had been 
in my Opinion, nearer the Purpoſe for, or againſt Se- 
paration, in the preſent State of Things, than Argu- 
ments taken from old Practice in this Church; about 
which - we are not ſo clearly informed, which hath 
brought forth "enough to irritate, and to put Brethren 
more aſunder, but nothing to clear the Debate. Such 


a Thing is a Lie, and ſuch a Thing is a Falſehood, are 


not gaining Arguments. 

But what need I ſpeak of Government, fince the 
great Cry and Plea now runs upon Union, and Com- 
manſon in Ordinances with all thoſe, who are right in 
the Eſſentials of Salvation. So far as this Plea concerns 
the hearing of an Epiſcopalian,, I have conſidered it al- 


ready: So far as it affects Union and Communion with 


her Articles are wot changed ? 


Miniſters, and Church Judicatures, in Scotland; I know 
it will be pleaded, that our Standards of Doctrine are 
preſerved pure, but are they not ſo in the Church of Exg- 
land alſo? Their Articles are not changed more than 
our Confeſſion of Faith; but will we ſay, that the Church 
of England is not for all that corrupt in her Doctrine, tho 
] wiſh there were more 
Ground than there is, for pleading the Church of Scot- 
land's Purity in Doctrine; for what doth, it that we 
have an orthodox Standard, and Miniſters and Preach- 
ers {ubſcribe to it, when ſo much unſound Doctrine is 
preached and printed by the Subſcribers ? There have of 
late Years been ſore Thruſts at {ſundry precious Truths, 
tho* theſe 'I'hings have come under the Animadverſion 
of Judicatures, the Erroneous have been ſtroked with 
ſuch a flight Cenſure, that others have taken greater 
Liberty in preaching Error, and ſuch as would complain, 
have been diſcouraged from it, when they ſaw the bad 


Effects of Eſſays of that Kind. 


laid 


I can- with great Sincerity ſay, that it is a Neceſſity 
n me, when by Word or Write, I complain of 


the ſpreading of unſound Doctrine among us; but the 


1 


eſt E * * 
Propagators are now become barefaced, as ſeeing, that 
they can proceed without Cenſure or Controul, of which 
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many particular Proofs and Inſtances might be given 


But to put the Matter beyond all Doubt, -after. th 


preſent Principal hart in the College of Zdinbarghy 
is {lightly acquitted of a Proceſs relative to his Droftrine, 
he begins to his former Work, in broaching and recom« 
mending, what is erroneous z as he did that Book, in- 
tituled, The Life of Gd in the Soul of Man, Anno 1739 
recommending it to Students, *Preachers and private 
Chriſtians to form upon. Whatever were the greaf 
Qualities of Dr. Scozgal, its Author; they are ignorant 
of the Doctrine of our Confeſſion of Faith, who ſee 
not an Oppoſition between it and Dr. Scougals Doę- 
trine. There is not any Perſon verſed in the Arminian 
Doctrine, but juſtly claim that Book, as on their Side; 
and ſo Dr. Burnet, who firſt recommended it, did un- 
derſtand it, when he tells us, & That the Author con- 
« ſented to its going abroad, if what is printed with it, 
directed to noble Eaſebes, ſhould be publiſhed alſo,” 
Altho' the Author of that Book, in a very devout Stile 
offers many good Things, yet are they ſo prepoſterouſſy 
laid, or ſuch Weight and Efficacy, is laid upon thems 
as to ſpoil the Orthodoxy of the Scheme. For Proof of 
this, let us but take Notice, how, according to him, 
we become Partakers of the Divine Nature: “ We 


„ muſt ſhun all Manner of Sin: We muſt know what 


Things are ſinful: We muſt reſiſt Temptations to 
Sin, by. conſidering the Evils they will draw on us. 
We muſt keep a conſtant Watch over our ſelves 4 


«« We muſt often examine our Actions: It is fit we fe⸗ 


e ftrain our ſelves in many lawful Things: We muſt 
** ſtrive to put our ſelves out of Love with the World: 
* We muſt do theſe outward Actions that are com- 
% manded: We muſt endeavour to form internal AQ 
of Devotion, Charity, Sc. Thus ſhould we exer- 


* ciſe our ſelves to Godlineſs.“ By which it ſeems the 
Doctor would have us exerciſed to Godlineſs, before F- 
be godly; he would have us exerciſed to Godlineſs be- 
fore we be made Partakers of the divine Nature: Let us 

G | bdesr 


os 8 = what he fays, p. 84. of Dr. Whihart's Impreſſion, 


— 


2 


3 
x ; ey 


5 
5 
* 
ty 
. 
b 
3 
* 
N 
. 
. 


. 


e 


1 — a4, cas 


1 "AE 
k + 3 * 


+ * = 23 


— 


* k 2 F 
Se Sr — 
- A 
98989444 
. 


2 22 
— 


r 


! 
nn 
f . 4 1 


GANT Rx 


> 


EMA; 


_—  . PY * 
> 


R — . 9 
. is „ 
ad g - 
* y — % 1 
1 1 2 


„ Thus ſhould we exerciſe our ſelves unto Godlineſs, 
„ and when we are employing the Powers that we have, 
- © the Spirit of God is wont to ſtrike in, and elevate 
© theſe Acts of our Soul, beyond the Pitch of Nature.“ 
N. B. No Word here of changing the Nature, but on- 
ly, © of elevating theſe Acts of the Soul beyond the 
« Pitch of Nature, and giving them a divine Impreſſi- 
* on ; and after the frequent Reiteration of theſe, we 
“ ſhall find ourſelves more inclined unto them, they 
« flowing with greater Freedom and Eaſe.” 

The being exerciſed to Godlineſs, before we be Par- 
takers of the divine Nature, or in order to the Partici- 
pation of it, is quite other Doctrine, than what we 
read in our excellent Confeſſion, Chap. 9. Sect. 3. 
« Man by his Fall into a State of Sin, hath wholly loſt 
© all Ability of Will, to any ſpiritual Good accompa- 
« nying Salvation; ſo as a natural Man being altoge- 
c ther averſe from that Good, and dead in Sin, is not 
<« able in his own Strength, to convert himſelf, or to 
prepare himſelf thereunto.“ | 

Tho' it is far from us, to forbid or deny the Uſe of 
means, we dare not lay on them that Efficacy, which 
Dr. Scougal doth ; nor dare we look on an unregenerate 
Map, ufing means, as exerciſed to Godlineſs. This is 
not the Doctrine of our excellent Confeſſion, Chap. 
16. Set. 7. Works done by unregenerate Men, al- 
* tho' for the Matter of them, they may be Things 
« which God commands, and of good Uſe both to 
* themſelves and others: Yet, becauſe they proceed 
* not from an Heart purified by Faith, nor are done 
« in a right Manner, according to the Word, nor to a 
« right End, the Glory of God; they are therefore 
« finfu!, and cannot pleaſe God, or make a Man meet 
* to receive Grace from God. And yet their Ne- 
© gle of them is more ſinſul and diſpleaſing unto God. 
This is quite other Doctrine, © than the elevating our 
Acts beyond the Pitch of Nature, giving our Acts a 
divine Impreiion, that after the frequent Reiterati- 
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of the Nature and Tenor of its Doctrine, is juſtified by 
Dr. Wihart himſelf, in his Addreſs to young Miniſters, 
Preachers of the Goſpel, and Students of Divinity, pre- 
fixed to his late Impreſſion of Dr. Vhicbcot's Sermons, 
p. 13. If one has read with Attention and Seriouſ- 
* nels, the laſt Book I took upon me, to revive among 
* us, Scougal's Life of Gad in the Soul of Man, (a Book 
that ſeems to be calculated to all Capacities,) he may 
be pretty well prepared to read theſe Sermons with 
Satisfaction and Benefit.” p. 4. and 5. of this Ad- 
dreſs, Dr. hart ſays, To you who are Students in 
«© Divinity, the Station, IJ have now the Honour to be 
*in, bothentitles me, and makes it my Duty, to give 


my beſt Advice.-- -- I do apprehend, you might ſtill * 


«« reap further Benefit by a cloſe Study of theſe Sermons z 
* whichIwould recommend to you as a Mine, out of which 
«you may dig, and a Model by which you may im- 
6 prove. ----- | here put into your Hands a Piece of 
* rich Ore in which you will find the beſt Materials 
for the Furniture of your publick Performances. You 
© have here a rich Collection of the nobleſt Sentiments, 


upon the Evidences of vital and practical Religion, 


and the Conſiderations that are of the greatett- 
Strength to recommend it to the Heart of Man, and 


apply it to the Conduct of Life.” 


Dr. W:hart p. 7. ſays, © I do not mean to take 


* upon me to defend every Sentiment dropt in theſe 


* Diſcourſes ; far leſs every Manner of Expreſſion as 
« the moſt accurate. But I think this blit a poor Sal- 
vo for his opening and inviting Students and Preachers, 
to labour in ſuch a Mine of Error and Heterodoxy, after 
what he hath ſaid immediately before in the ſame Page. 
Here you have a rich Treaſure of Materials both for 


„the Improvement of your Minds and Hearts, and 
for more publick Uſe. I thought once to have iH: 


G 2 that 


* 


e ſtrated this by ſome particular Detail ; hut found 


« on of them, we may find ourſelves more inclined to” © 
them, they flowing with greater Freedom and Eafez' = 

But I need not ſtay to remark on this Book of Dr 
 Seugal's recommended by Dr. Wi/hart, my Opinion 
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«that was likely to lead me to tranſcribe almoſt every 
Sentiment in the Book.” Dr. Viſbart might have 
given us Whichcot's Character alſo, from Biſhop Bur- 
net in the Hiſtory of his own- Time, p. 306. of the 
Octavo Impreſſion. Whichcot was a Man of a rare 
« Temper, very mild and obliging. ----- He was much 
* for Liberty of Conſcience, and being diſguſted with 
cc the dry ſiſtematical Way of thoſe Times, he ſtudied 
6e to raiſe thoſe who converſed with him to a nobler 
« Set of Thoughts, and to confider Religion, as a Seed 
* ofa deiform Nature. In Order to this he ſet young 
c Students much on reading the antient Philoſophers, 
« chiefly Plato, Tully and Photin, and on conſidering 
ic the chriſtian Religion as a Doctrine ſent from God, 
* both to elevate and ſweeten human Nature, in which 
„ he was a great Example, as well as a wiſe and kind 
e Inſtructor. The Biſhop, p. 309, ſpeaking of 
 Whichcot and other Divines, then at Cambridge, ſays, 
They read Epiſcapius much. And the making out 
of the Reaſons of Things, being a main Part of their 
« Studies, their Enemies called them Socinians.”” 

TI ſhould think thoſe to have been very ill diſpoſed 
Perſons who would have been Enemies to ſo ſweet 
blooded a Man as Dr. Whichcot ; but if his Doctrine, 
favours more of Socinianiſm than any Thing elſe, it 
will not argue Enmity to give every Thing its own 
Name, and Dr. #hart will be found to have opened 
up again a poiſenous Mine, the Stems of which, have 
killed many who have digged in it. 

What muſt the State of the Church of Scotland be 
when ſuch Sermons are recommended by the Head of 
a College, for Students and Preachers to form upon? 
It were well worth the ableſt Pen to be employed on 
th is Subject, and to diſcover the vaſt Collection of Er- 
ror and Heterodaxy, with which theſe Sermons are ſtuffed. 
If I believe according to the Doctrine of theſe Sermons, 
common Honeſty, would oblige me to give up with our 
> "Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms. 

I T ſhall lay before you ſome of the ſtrange Doctrines 
 +gontained in theſe Sermons, by which any Perſon but tol- 
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lerably inſtructed, may ſee his erroneous Notions con- 
cerning the Depravity of our Natures, the Method of 
Recovery, the Neceſſity of a Satisfaction to divine ju- 
ſtice; the Belief of the Trinity, and Deity of Chritt ; 
the Doctrine of original Sin, and Juſtification through 
Faith in Chriſt, as the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; the 
Ordinances and [Inſtitutions af Jeſus Chriſt. All which 
are thruſt at one Way or another, by the Doctrine of 
theſe Sermons ; which I might ſhew at large, if it were 
not Time to draw to a Cloſe of this Epiſtle. I have 
not Time to range the erroneous Doctrine of the Ser- 
mons, under particular Heads ; I ſhall therefore only 
preſent you but with a few, of the many excepti- 
onable and condemnable Points of Doctrine, ac» 
cording to the Order of the Sermons, and if the Mi 
ſters and Judicatures of the Church of Scotland, will d- 
ſtify and palliate theſe Things; or under all their pre- 
ſent Pretenſions to a reviving of the Lord's Work a- 
mong them, ſhall be filent Spectators of this notorious 
Wrong done to Truth, I behooved to warn every Man, 
to come out from among them, and to be ſeparate. 
But to proceed with a few of many Points, that might 
be taken from Dr. Vhichcot's ſo much recommended 
Sermons. p. 7. © Remiſſion of Sins to them that re- 
e pent and deprecate God's Diſpleaſure, is the moſt 
credible Thing in the World. | 

P. 11, 12. Now the Terms of the new Covenant 
<< are poſlible to Sinners, c. for if I have offended a- 
** againſt the Rule of Right, I ought to repent of it, 
* confeſs it, and be ſorry for it; and do my Endea- 
* your to commit it no more, and there is Reaſon to 
think that God can pardon, for every One's Right 
“is in his own Power; Sc. Since therefore it is 
* God's Right upon the Failure of Obedience, to re- 
* duce the Creature by Puniſhment, it is in his Power 
to abate of Puniſhment, if he pleaſes.” 


P. 12. Therefore we conclude that all the Inſtan- 8 
ces of chriſtian Doctrine, either they are fa,; ; 
| © knowable, if we uſe our Faculties and Underſland- 


ing; and theſe are the Inſtances of Morality, and 
G 3 Princi- 
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6 Principles of Reaſon; or elſe, if we do conſider theſe 


« Things that are conſiderable in the Caſe, the Things 
* of revealed Truth are of fair and eaſy Belief.” 

P. 13. As to Morals, we have the full Concurrence 
% with us of Heathen Authors, all thoſe that are any 
% Whit reformed 3 and as to revealed Truths, the ſe- 
6 veral Parts of Hiſtory concur in all. Things that the 
“ Evangeliſts, declare concerning Chriſt. ----- No Man 
* of any Competency of Knowledge, or Proportion of 
* Goodneſs, hath riſen up againſt any of the great In- 
« ſtances of Morality, or Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith.“ 

P. 14. © It is obſervable, that the great Differences 
* that have been between Men in the ſeveral Ages of 
the World, they have not been about any neceſſary, 
4 and indiſpenſable Truth, nor any Thang that 1s de- 
clared plainly in any Text of Scripture. But ail the 


«« Differences have been either in Points of very curious 


and nice Speculation, or in arbitrary Mode of 
l 1 Worſhip.“ 

P. 20. The Grace of the Goſpel, whereby we 
' * hope to be ſaved, doth not only give Countenance, 
“ Help, real Furtherance and Aſſiſtance to natural 
& Truth, which loſt much by Man's Apoſtacy from 
** God, and fo needed a Hand to help it up; but 
*« jt alſo doth it's own proper Work, by e ptying the 
* Mind of Man of Wiltulneſs, Preſumption, and felf- 
* Conceit, which is incident to his Nature, and ſo 


making Room for the Help of Grace, and divine 


«+ Atiltance and F orgiveneſs.” 

After the Author had ſpoken of the divihe Spirit to 
guide and teach Men, he adds, p. 29. © Tho' for my 
Part, I do believe that the Scripture s clear and full 
* of Light as fo all Matters of Conſcience, as to all 
„% Rules of Life, as to all neceſſary Matters of Faith, 
* ſo that any well minded Man that takes up the Bible, 
e and reads, may come to Underſtanding and Satisfac- 
tion.“ 

P. 483<* The Matter of the Goſpel, is a vital Prin- 
* ciple lat isfying the Reaſon of our Mind, and ſetting us 

Do | «« at 


ſon for his Miſtake, and if he can but ſhew why 
P. 79. © It is not to glorify God to think that he 


compaſſionable Caſes, 1 
N | P. 80, Y 


/ IR 
at Reſt within ourſelves, as 1 ſeeing auc Know- N 
ing that we are out of Danger. What more quiet- | 
ing to Conſcience than to be aſſured, that God to 
whom we are ſo obnoxious by Sin, is placable hg 
reconcilable of himſelf, through the Perfection of 
his own Nature, and that he is abſolutely, reſolved 
and engaged by his own Determination and -Pro- 
miſe, to pardon Sin, in and thorough Chriſt, to all 
who repent, and believe the Goſpel. This is to be 
accepted in ard through Chriſt, and 1s the real Ex- 
plication of Juſtification by imputed Righteouſneſs.” 
P. 43. © That which Religion requires, is to find 
out the Reaſon of Things and to comply with it; 
to move according to the Dictates of Reaſon, and 
to obſerve the Order of the End, to avoid ſuch 
Things as will do us harm, to live according to the 
Difference of Good and Evil, to do the one and a- 
void the other; Which are not poſitive and arbitrary 
Impoſitions, but they ariſe from Conveniencies and 
Inconveniencies of our Natures, States and Rela- 
tions.“ | 
P. 63. 64. © Here you may have an Account what 
it is that gives a Check and a Stop, to the Motio 
of the divine Spirit; there is an Error in the Wl 
Concottion, which is hardly remedied, which is 
the Want of Advertency, and Conſideration; Men 
do not awaken their Principles, but give them- 
ſelves Leave to do what they cannot juſtify them- 
ſelves in. Now there is no Place for the further 
Motion of the divine Grace, where the former Grace 
is neglected, and rendered ineffectual.“ | | 
P. 66. „It is an Apology for a finite fallible Crea- 
ture when he is miſtaken, when he had ſome Rea- 


he did ſo think, you have him excuſed.” 


hath impoſed a Law*upon himſelf, or any Wax 
limited or diſabled himſelf, to commiſerate in al 
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7 $0. „ A hundred to one, but the Excellency fl *. 


„ thoſe'\Men's Divinity, is Sovereignty, to ruin a 6s 
n Part of the Creation to ſhew his Power.“ 60 
P. 102. It is not ſo much the Diſability of Men's 6« 
% Natures, as their Neglect and Abule that Men are 60 
„ not good.. 36 
P. 103.“ Nature is ſovereign to them that uſe it 6c 
i well, in Reſpect of that Modeſty and Averſeneſs, 66 

Bo © to that which is not fair and handſome; till Men 
ee pervert and abuſe Nature's, Temper by ill Uſe, 6c 
* Cuſtom, and Practice; Goodneſs and Vi irtue, are 60 

“ more ſuitable to Nature's Senſe, than Wickedneſs 
* and Vice. 60 
ö P. 186. No Man's Mind is changed or bettered q 
„ but. by his own particular Conſideration ; if there- 60 
fore you will bring yourſelves to this Temper, to 6s 


+ do the Things that are lovely: In the firſt Place 6 
+ conſider what God is, and what his Actings and 66 
Le Dealings with his 3 are, and if we propoſe 


* to ourielves what God doth in the World, and <6 
* how he carrieth it in his Family, this Conſide- 60 
„ration will promote in us this Diſpoſition and 66 
« 'Temper.” | | 

P 190. Wherefore it argues Careleſnefs and 6« 
+ neglective Indifferency, to be unreſolved, undeter- « 
e mined in Matters of any Weight in Religion, for 7 
ve may fetch moſt of it out of our ſelves. As 0 


„% xvii. 27. Awaken intellectual Faculties, ſearch, 
4 conſider, examine Principles of God's Creation. 
« All but what is properly revealed Truths may be 
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* found out, all Offi ces of Piety, Devotion towards 0 
. „ God, all Acts of Righteouſneſs, all Ways of Mo- , 
1 « deration, Kindneſs, Benevolence towards Fellow | 
= „ Creatures, Subordination of Senſe to Reaſon within 0 
. thy ſelf.“ 0 
x Paſſing a great many P'aſſiges that might be noticed 
Wn I proceed to p. 205. It is a Thing worthy of God, 

14 . Gocke Prerogative to pardon, (if it be lawful to put : 
= * theſe Things. in Compartion) is rather more, than | 
=_— there is Tower and Right to puniſh, 1t God pu- 0 
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* niſh Sin he 1600 that which is juſt. But l 


leſs God is not by any Attribute of his under a Ne- 
ceſlity to puniſh Sin; if the Sinner repent, deprecate 
his juſt Offence and Diſpleaſure, and return to his 
N God doth that which is juſt, if he puniſh 
Sin; but then I dare not ſay, that it is juſt that 
God ſhould puniſh, or that he were unjaib if he did 
not do it. 
P. 208. © If the Sinner leave off to Sin, and Rs 
demn himſelf, the Neceſlity of Puniſhanent i is taken 
awa 
P. 24 „ Repentance is that whih > a Suite 
Being failing, capable of Compaſſion, if Repentance 
did not take Effect, it would be too hazardous for 
a Creature to come into Being, if upon a Lapfe, 
an Error or Miſtake we ſhould be undone to Eter- 
nity, without all Hope of Recovery, who would 
willingly enter on this State?“ 
P. 213. Pardon it felf is the Act of God, and 
depends on the uſe of his Power, God . hath Power 
over his own Right, and may abate of it what JE 
pleaſeth.” 
P. 215. Reaſon and Argument are transforming 
Principles in intellectual Natures, and it is not pot- 
ſible where Men are informed and ſatisfied with 
good Reaſon and Argument, but it ſhould work u- 


- pon, them.” 


Preaching on 4s xiii. 23. Of this Man's Seed hath 


God according to his Promiſe, raiſed unto Iſrael a Sawi- 
cur. Feſus, he ſaith, p. 218. 219. © You ſee that 
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is 


* all theſe great Things which concern the Meſſias, 

and are matter of our Faith, you have them all in 
theſe Words; but in other Inſtitutions of God, yon 
have either all or moſt of the Circumſtances left out, 
and many Things left to chriſtian Prudence, Liberty, 
and good Affection“ 


* In the Lords Supper, we have only in the Inſſit- 


tion, the Action and the Explication of the Action 3 
but in what Company? What Preparation ? At 
what Time? How often ? In what rene All 

5 1 bee 8 


1 theſe: are left undetermined, and there is no A ppoint- 
% ment of God in theſe Matters?” 
P. 222. There is no Superſtition in uſng Things 


not commanded by God, even in the Worſhip of 


God, if they be comely and ſuch as Reaſon dock 
4% allow.” 

P, 223. © In Matters of Weight wherein the Ho- 
« nour of God, and the Safety of Men's Souls are con- 
& cerned, Scripture 3 15 punctuah, clear, full and par 
« ticular: But as to other Matter they are left to elk; 
*« ſtian Prudence, Diſcretion and Fidelity.” y 
Bid: © For it is hazardous to a Man in minute: 
* Things to be obliged 1 in Point of Conſcience. Tf the 
* Thing be good in itſelf, I am admoniſhed daily how. 
* to act by the Rectitude of my Teraper, becauſe the 
50 Thing | is good in its own Nature and Quality; but 
« in the other Caſe, I have nothing but the Security 
* of my Memory.” 

P. 295. © If we find not reſt and greater Satisfac- 
4 tion in God, than in all worldly Pleaſure and De- 
te light, it is becuile we have not exerted our higheſt 
* and nobleſt Faculties in that Vigor which we ought, 
« ..... but have ſuffered noble Faculties to be inter- 
« rupted by bodily Indiſpoſition or worldly Pleaſure, 


I have made no Remarks on Dr. Hhichcot's Doc- 
trine ; I hope there is as much of a Spirit of a ſound 
Mind remaining in Scotland, as to fee, at firſt View, 
the Unſoundneſs of it. Tho' it is ſurpriſing to' me, 


that the Miniſters and Judicatures make no - Animad- 


verſion thereupon, MIO as theſe ſelect Sermons 
are recommended by Dr. V iſbart the Head of a Col- 
lege, as fit for young Miniſters, Preachers, Students 
of Divinity, and private Chriſtians; and at a Time, 
when ſome Miniſters are publiſhing to the World, Ace- 
counts of uncommon Appearances of God's owning the 


+... Church of Scotland in her Miniſtrations in an extraor- 


dinary Way. It might be expected that ſuch Paſtors 
and People who would have it believed, that the Lord 
is ns in a remarkable Manner, to a backſliding 


and 


whereby they become untowardgπ Things fpiritual.”? , 


as AXES MB. &t of 


* Ez 
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666 
and degenerated Church, would have ſhown ſome 


Concern for diſcouraging and cenſuring ſuch barefaced 


Attempts at corrupting the Chriſtian Syſtem. . It ap- 
rs too evident, that if the Seceders, or any whe 
take Part with them, in bearing Witneſs againſt Cor- 
ruptions in Doctrine, Worſoip, Diſcipline and Gowvern- 
ment, be, by one Mean or another, weakned or diſ- 
couraged, the Church of Scotland ſhall be eſteemed as 
highly favoured, and in a happy and flouriſhing Con- 
dition, when yet groſs Errors and Deluſions are counte- 
nanced, and recommended by Paſtors d People. 

J inſiſt no longer on theſe Things, nor can I now 
enter upon the other Part of your Demand. When T 
began this Letter, 1 was not thinking of writing ſo 
fully, or of ſending you an Anſwer in ſuch a publick 
Manner: If I had ſeen the Apolagy ſooner which only 
came to my Hand on the ninth of er yo 
might have, had this Return ſooner, which 1s now pub- 
liſhed, and written, I think with ſuch Impartiality, 


that they will be unjuſt to me, who ſhall alledge, that 


I am for covering or juſtifying the Faults, even of 
thoſe to wham I am moſt affected. My preaching in 
ſuch an impartial Way, hath made an injurious 


Neighbour run about, aſking: People, what Principle 


I am of, as if I were neither Ep:/copal, nor Pre/byteri- 
an, Independent nor Anabaptiſi, Seceder, nor Acceder : 


But I dare ſay, tho' you had never known me before, 


if you will give any Credit to what I have written; 


. you would conclude I am a Preſbyterian, ftrictly main- 
taining our Doctrine, Warſbip, Diſcipline and Preſoyteri- 


an Gevernment, to be according to, and warranted. by 
the Word of God; and that as ſuch, I am bound by 
that divine Warrand and Authority, to adhere to the 
fame, and that I am one who owns the {uperadded 
Tyes and Obligations I am under by the rational 
Covenant, ſolemn League and Covenant, and Ordination 
Vows and Engagements, to maintain the ſaid Prefoyte- 


ian Church Gowernment, Doctrine and Worſhip, and m 


endeavour the Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, Superſti- 
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IRS hon: Herely, il, Profaneneſs, and avhat ſomever 
. Ball be found tontrary to found Doctrine, and the Power 


e Godlineſs; and not to make Defection to the contrary 
"Part, or to vive up my ſelf to a deteſiable Indifferens 
, or Neutrality in this Cauſe, and never 1a do a 
Thing prejudicial to, or ſubver rue of the jaid Preſby- 
terian Church Governmgnt, Doctrint, Worſhip and Dif 
cipline : Schiſm in, and Separation from à Church 
holding faſt theſe her own original Principles, I ab- 
\ hor and diſclaim, I wiſh it could be fo ſaid, of all the 
Miniſters, Eldewgg Deacons, Fudicatures 7 People in 
Hcotland, who ak the Time they are profeſſing them- 
ſelves to be Preſbyterian, are ſo very unlike it, in 
ſome notour Practices, and now ſo openly declared 
Principles. 
I pray the Lord may pity and forgive ſuch Miniſters 
and People, who inftead of looking narrowly in to 
the low Eſtate of the Church of Scotland, are deeming 
them no leſs than guilty of the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, who would guard People againſt every Per- 
_ Jon and Engine, that tends to bring in Error, Con- 
- Fuſion and Deluſion. Permit me dear Sir, to borrow 
"the Apoſtle's Words, 2 Cor. xiii. 6. 7. 8. But 1 truft 
that ye ſhall know, that aue are not Reprobates 
Now J pray to God, that ye do no Ewil, not that 
abe ſhould appear approved, but that ye ſhould do that 
ewhich is honeſt, tho ewe be as Reprobates.------ For awe 
can do nothing againſi the Truth, but for the Truth 
O that the Lord would clear the Judgments of all that 
may be deceived, or miſtaken, that ave may all call 
uon the Name of the Lord, and ſerve him with one 


ene Heart, and ane Way, that he wwould ariſe and have 
Mercy. on the Church of Scotland, in which he hath had 
bis dwelling in Time paſt, that % Meſſenger of the 
Covenant would come into his Temple, and cleanſe his 


* 0 500 Raby OWN, Houſe, and thruſt out the Buyers and Sellers, that 


. n purify the Sons of Levi, that they may offer 


dae . Lord an ri in Righteouſneſs, That k 3 
Ordi- 
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Conſent. ' Zeph. ili. 9. Tur the Lord "would give us 


wie % i394 th los © wm. Os. 
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Ordinances i in Scotland may be pure and ee, Wen, 
ful and ſucceſsful, and = unto” the Lord, as in 15 ; 5 | 
the Days of old, as in former Times; and that the "4, 


Lord would preſerve from a Spirit of Error, and f 
Delufions, becauſe we have not received; the Zo my 

Truth : That he would raiſe up-many, who may. mw. 
derſtand the Times, and what the Ifrael off God n ." 
is the ſincere and W, — of, „ 
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INC E writing the above, I have ſeen Laiter 7 
of Mr. Whitefield's addreſſed to the Revd. Mr, 

Williſm of Dundee, giving his Sentiments about the ** 3 
Ozth of Supremacy, a catholick Spirit, '&c, dated at Came 
buſlang, Auguft 17th, 1742. wherein he ſays, Avro. > | 
the Supremacy; My Sentiments as to the Authority q 75 i OY 
** and Power of the mme to eee PETS 
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2. of Faith, - » Chap: xii. Par. 34, and 40, I do own 
es the Lord Jeſus to be the bleſſed Head and King of 


. depends on the Magiſtrate. 
be ſatisfied in this Matter, may read Gray the Rector of 


In Hinton's Abridgement of the eccleſiaſtical Law of Eng- 
> Jand. The ao i at the ſame Time, they ſwear 


the Supremac 
N. eld doth 


F< 
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bis Church.” "Fcould fhew at Length from the ec- 
: Eehaſtical Law of England, that they own that the 
= Church-hath a divine Right of Government, but the 


Exerciſe of this Right in Foro Exteriori, in eſtabliſhed 
They that would 


Il aſſert in as ſtrong Terms, as Mr, 
That the Lord Jeſus is the bleſſed 


Head and King of his Church.” And with the Salvo 


of their Diſtinction, of a divine Right of Government in 


the Church, from Jeſus Chriſt, and a Right in Foro Ex- 
teriori, derived from the Magiſtrate, they would make 
no Scruple to ſubſcribe theſe Articles of the Veſiminſler 
Confeſſion, referred to, and acknowledged by Mr. 
Whitefield. But if Mr. Whitefield would have renounced 
the Supremacy in the Senſe it is owned by the Church 
of England, and denied by the W:/imin/ter Confeſſion, 


he ſhould for that End have hit on right Articles of that 


Confeſſion, as Chap. 3oth, Sect. 11, © The Lord Je- 
« ſus as King and Head of his Church, hath therein 
appointed a Government in the Hand of Church, 
« Officers, diſtinct from the civil Magiſtrate. Chap. 
% xXxv. Sect. 6. There is no other Head of the Church 
% but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Nor can the Pope of 
« Rome in any Senſe be Head thereof, but is that An- 
« ti-Chriſt, that Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition, 
* thatexalteth himſelf in the Church againſt Chriſt, 


„„ and all that is called God.” 


Mr. Whitefield ſays, © he is far from being i 
Church Government, for how can any Church ſubſiſt 
« without it? But what is this to the Purpoſe of re- 
tracting his Errors on the Head of Government, unleſs 
he had declared his Belief, that the Lord Jeſus as King 
and Head of his Church, hath eſtabliſhed ſuch a Go- 
Ferament | in his Houle, which the Church ought ſtrict- 
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Fundamentals, which is by fai; tear of Im © 1 
portance, than the hearing g with them 
What he ſays, is a mere Evaſion bo 


* {uch, can be & G or can have true Chis®-. 
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ly to maintain, and not to come and go upon, as a mate... "4 
ter of Indifferency, and ought to maintain as a Bond '* 
Union amongſt themſelves. HR 2 oe 

But ſays Mr. VFb:tefie/d, © That filice holy Men mx, 38 
« differ about the outward Form, I Would bear WW, "» 
« and converſe freely with all others, who do-naj ears. IND 
« in Fundamentals, and who g bs, thatthey* 1. 
«- are true Lovers of the Lord . Mr. White 0 
hath ſaid nothing here at all forg his Nactiet in 
outward Church Communion d err not i 


- 
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He adds, This is what I mea * 
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a catholick Spi- 2 Rs 4 
rit, not that I believe a Few or Paghh, continung 


« ſtianity in thi, and if there be any Thing ten h x 
cc that Way in late Extract, which I ſent you, fuer ft; 
** dilaromſ it, and I am ture, Loblerved no ſuch Thing * 
« in it, when I publiſhed it; cho upon a cloſer Review, 
«© {ome Expreſſions ſeem juſtly exceptionable.. >. 

It ſeems whatever have been the miſtaken Reſpects of py 
my Revd. and very worthy Father Mr. Villiſen, to Mr. 


Wiitefield, he and I have had the fame he: of Mr. * 


* 
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93 
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Whitefield's Extract. The Queſtion t what Mr. 
Whitefield took to be the meaning of ra; hut 
what is the real obvious meaning of it? It is nat his | 
general Acknowledgement of fomeExpreflionsexception- 
able in it, when quarrelled thereupon; that will ballance © 


his hearty embracing, and warm Recommendation of it. 


But this is Mr. /-i:efiefd'sWay, either deſignedly or raſh-* 3 i 


ly, to get his erroneous Traſh once propagated, and d. 4 
ſeminated, and when he cant hold theſe Thi 


fairly found Fault with, he gives us a flight Acknow- _ 


ledgement, O he did not nean &@; he did not ee ſuch. _ © 
Errors, ihe had ſeem them, he would have diſavowed 
them; but we iind him not at the ſale Pains to propagate 
his Retractations, as he is to difeminate his Errors, He 
makes flight Acknowledgements to ſome particular 
Friends, but what ſay theſe Things te the curiogefahe” | 
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"Publiſher © of r Caltwel's Sermon- He | 

FT a Sort "1 n ag and a 

8 ee Tenorance of what Ws contained 

in; the Exurat” recommended by him, agcontaini 

Heatt. The Book is, Mr. Law's; 

of And he fays, he has read it. A 

Je his Recantation can be Gincere 

one of a tolerable Underſtands; 

Bo, after having read the Whole 

: tract inithe Senſe, he pol 
em Reccantation.” * 5: 

this Letter of Mr. ice ol 

Tefal he is teh diſtinguiſh in his Reſpects to 

o aſſerting © his Belief of all 
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F 1 WD the Noctrines of G here he orth,” But he 
. 885 1 = r the other "Xi Fo he is minded to ac 
, 8 Belief of them. If the Reyd: Mr. Vill 
3 0 with this Letter, againſt which, I might 
haves goes my Exceptions; he is becomé cafiet to 
an be hat been ſometime of his Miniſtry Þ 
bebe, long à worthy Labourer. 4 
# ; op _ Put 115 Mr. Ca/d:v!'s Sermon, lets ws * 
„hat La for my Oppoſition to Mr, bite 
os. an eld, We ad Þetters printed in the Boflon G 
e the Church of Scotland, (except 
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